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PRELIMINARY ESSAY 



PURGATORIO OF DANTE. 



N. B. This E^jr U an Abridgment of a larger DifcourTe, whidi 
the TranQator intends, at fome future time, to publifh in % fepa* 
rate foim. 



With regard to the firft part of this Poem, where 
Sinners are reprefented to us as fubje^ed to the inevi- 
table confequences of their corrupt habits, and reaping 
the fruits of their confirmed vices, it is not very ma- 
terial whether we fuppofe the defcriptions of thdr 
punHhments to be allegorical pictures of different fpe- 
cies of confirmed depravity in this life, or exhibitions 
of their allotments in a ftate of retribution in the world 
to come. 

To all who believe that the duration of future 
punilhments are eternal, the difference of habitual tur- 
{»tude in this life, and its confequences in the next, 
will probably be confidered as having the fame tnotil 
eScSt. Hie reafom which induce them to believe that 
B 2 thefo 
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thefe puninunents are unlimited in thdr duration, have 
been detailed at fome length in the Preliminary Effay 
to the Tranflation of the Inferno. The Conunenta- 
ton on Dante, who belonged, I believe, in general 
to the church of Rome, have defcanted on the proba* 
tionary fcenes in the Purgatorio, under the idea of 
their being real reprefentations of thofe fufierings, which 
Spirits, not entirely depraved, mull undergo in Tome inter- 
mediate ftate, between thdr departure from this world 
and their admittance to the beatific vifion. Whatever 
might have been their real opinion, to this tenet, I Tup. 
pofe, they looked upon ihemfelves as obliged to ad- 
here, as it is one article of their profefied faith. A 
perfon, however, not under fuch reftrifHons, may, I 
hope, be allowed to differ from thefe authorities fome- 
times, however refpeftable they may appear to him in 
general. This may be more excufable, when it is con- 
fidered that their explanations are not always ftriflly 
connHent with themfelves, for they often reprefent the 
fcenes in the Inferno as allegorical. It will there- 
fore, I hope, not be thought too great a liberty, if I 
venture, in the firjl place, to adduce a few reafons 
which incline me to beUeve that the Poet has only in- 
tended to give in liis Purgatorio an allegorical re- 
prefentation of the means ufed by Providence in this 
life to purify the mind by a variety of trials. Under 
tbejscmd headi I fhall endeavour to Oiew, that hia re- 
prefentations accord with the ufual means employed by 
Proyidenc? for our reformation; not indeed the «nly 
means, but a fort of preparatory difciptine, which, 
TH\ieii fuffered to have its due effeft, opens the way fqr 

the 
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the operation of fuperiof motives. It will appear iit 
ibe third placet ^'^^ this opinion may be illuftrated by 
the moral ftate even of fome of the moft barbarous na- 
tions. This will lUlI appear more evident when ve 
come, in the fourth diinfion, to enmnerate the dogmas 
of the mofl eminent feds of philofophers ; for they, 
however oppofite to each other in many refpeds, yet 
will be found to agree in one remarkable point. In 
this particular, it will be feen that they have a great 
conformity in thdr tendency with the fpirit of Chrifti- 
anity, which, in 'Cat fifth feSHon^ with a few inferences, 
will conclude the fubjefl;. 



L 



To beg^ with the reafons which induce me to 
think that the reprefentatioos m the Furgatorio are 
allegorical. In the hrft feven Cantos, the Poet gives 
various reprefentations of the ftate of the Negligent. 
He defcribes them as confined in a region of the 
mountain, which may be confidered as the fuburbs of 
Purgatory. The captives here are fentenced to re- 
main for a cert^ divifion of time, proportioned to 
that which they mifpent, before they liftened to the 
call of Grace. I will not here infill upon the impor- 
tant leflbn given in thefe inftances, as fuch obferva* 
tions, if neceflary, will appear in a more proper place 
in the Notes. In the dghth Canto, a fingular phenome- 
non is introduced, which is not eaTity accoumed for, on 
B3 the 
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the idea that this is meant as a probationary fcene of 
SEPARATE spirits. After a choir of Gholb had fung 
their midnight hymn, a Tempter appears among them 
in the form of a Serpent, but is foon 'detefled and 
baniflied by their angetic guard *. This is fo natural a 
leprefentation of the devotions of an evening, and the 
vigilance of Providence, which we implore to repel the 
phantafms of the night, which might allure to fm, or 
overwhelm with terror, that it appears fomewhat like a 
prefumptive evidence of the allegorical hypothefist- It 
is true, that in this and the fubfequent parts of the Poem, 
we often meet with Spirits who addrefs Dante, with ai 
requeft that he would prevail on fome of their relations 
on earth, or fome perfons eminent for piety, to pray 
for them. This, we allow, is not only confonant to 
the perfuafion of the Romifh church now, but is ac- 
knowledged to be an opinion held by fome even in the 
. three firft ages of Chriftianity, who maintained that 
fuch interceflions were allowed for departed fouls J. It 
is not my intention to enter into the merits of this 
queftion, but to endeavour to (hew, that even this un- 
toward-Iooking circumftance is no proof that Dante 

, * MiLTOK fcems to ha\'e had thi» paflage in view in the fourth 
^ok, where Satas is rcprefented as couching at the ear of £vE 
■n the Ihape of a toadi till he is detefled by Ithuriel. 

■f This is further confirmed by the words of the Hymn, the firft 
luie of whidi is here introduced) c. viti. z i . 
Procul recedant fonuiia, 
£t no&ium phantalinata, 
HQftemque noftram comprime, &c. 
f See Middlcton's Free Innuiiy, c ii. 

meant 
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meant any thing here but an allegorical reprefentatlott 
of our prefent ftaie of moral improvement. This aj)- 
plication for mterceffiob will be, it is true, but coolly 
enjoyed by a pfoteftant reader, who conceives it at 
firft introduced as a lucrative branch of commerce by 
defigning ecclefiaftics. But even in this life, this 
eameji application by prayer, is juftly confidered as a 
fymptom of commencing amendment ; an afpiration 
after the Divine favour, which we are affured will not 
be in vain, and that an anfwer to fuch prayers will 
dther be given mediately or immediately. It is at leaft 
a fymptom of reformation, and more confonant to the 
Chriftian fpirit, as it arifes from a. fenfe of the unwor- 
thinefs of the fuppliant, and the neceffity he feels for" 
the Great Mediator. It appears, therefore, at leaft to 
me, that this oft-repeated application niay as well ac* 
cord with one hypothefis as the other. 

Another argument for this opinion fecms to arife 
from a drcumftance mentioned in the twenty-fifth 
Canto of the PuflGATORio and feventeenth ftanza. 
Dante defcrlbes there, all the Spirits, on their fepara- 
-tion ftxim the body, as condufted either to the banks 
of the Styx, and confequently to eternal condenrng' 
tion, or to a vifionary harbour on the Tuscan fliore* 
whither the fouls of thofe are conduced who are de- 
figned for eternal happinefs ; who are all landed on 
another haven, near the bafe of the mountain of Pur- 
OATORY- Yet he no-where aflerts, in arty part of his 
Poem, that the glorious aflembly which he fees ih 
Paradise, had pafled through the /even lujirationt-; 
B 4 but 
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but they had all pafled through the probations of this 
life, which I therefore fuppofe is all he meant by thefe 
ei^iatory fcenes that he defcribes fo much at length 
in the courfe of the fucceeding work ; at lead it ap- - 
pears from him, that the probation of the Saints is en> 
tirely coniined to th:e life. 



The ftrong analogy which appears between the 
T^I phenomena of this life, and Dante's exhibitions 
in this divifion of his Poem, appears the moft con- 
vincing argument, that he means no more than an al- 
leggrical reprefentation of that difcipline which we un- 
dergo here. His penal inflidions, whether they are 
of the acute or chronical kind, (if we be allowed the 
ixpreflion,) whether they bind the Spirit down in a 
ftate of dead uniformity, or ftimulate it to preternatural 
a^ion, have all a natural tendency to produce mental 
exertion; in the former cafe indircillyt by making the 
patients feel, the lad revetfe of its natural ftate ; in the 
fecond, by bringing to its natural ftate of aSivity by 
dire£l incitements. This will bfe better underftood 
when we confider in what the activity of the mind con- 
.'Tifts, and what are its real advantages in a moral view. 
The mind of man is always excited to a^on by fome 
real or feeming good : this ^ves the general impulfej 
this defire of good feems the meansy and mental activity 
the end. In other words, in our a^vity our happineis 

feems 
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f«ems to coniill, at leaft wben this exertion is lubje^ed 
to due regulations ; for the alTertion of fome philofo- 
phers, that this a^vity fliall have an end, when we 
Ibali be abforbed and hji in the enjoyment of the chief 
good} feems, in our prefent condition, inconceivable. 
The mind may then be faid to be in its natural ftate, 
or in the condidon for which it was originally delign- 
ed, when its faculties are called into adion, in fubor< 
djnadon to the leading power of Reafon. By this the 
defire of hap[»nefs is exalted and refined from a brute 
impulfe to a rational motive ; by this we are enabled to 
judge and to compare, to balance future advantage 
againfl prefent pleafure. 

Inilances, mdeed, of unnatural activity often occur, 
when the PafGons obtain an undue energy, and when 
fympathy, the fpring of benevolence, is afiefted by dif- 
ferent degrees of torpor. It is plain that the happinds of 
the mind muft confift iii, or depend on this fpedes of 
a£Hvity, when the Pailions are employed in due fub- 
je&ion to Reafop \ for if any of the Acuities are inadive, 
info far fubtraSs from our happinefs ; if they are mif* 
employed, or zQ. contrary to Reafon, the cafe becomes 
more deplorable ; it gives that fort of fenfation to the 
mind that arifes from a confciou£aels of ading contrary 
to its dellination, or the laws of its being. To the un- 
due or ill-direded exerdons of the lower faculties of 
the mind, the mofl acute mifertes to which we are fub- 
jeded, owe thdr origin. If, indeed, we could conceive 
happinefs not to depend on this a£Uvity of the mind 
properly dircfted, it muft owe its exiftence to what 
Epictstus juftly calls, « thinos not in our own 

POWSR," 
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POWER," contrary to the opinion of all the moft emi- - 
nent moralifts. ConTidering our nature in this view, 
the dependence of morality on mental energy pdfleflea 
this double advantage ; when the reafoning powers and 
fympathetic affeftibns preferve their due energy, the 
inind obtains an inflantaneous and imclouded view of 
the cenfequences of moral actions both to itfelf and 
others. It muft not only on this, but on all occafions, 
while in this defirable (late, be able to perceive by in- 
tuition, or to calculate in a moment, whether it be 
progreffive, ftationary, or retrograde, in its purfuit of 
happinefs, by Virtue; for it cannot but know in a mo' 
ment, whether its mental Acuities be active or not, 
whether they are employed in due fubordination, 
whether any palGon be out of its bounds, whether the 
feljijh OTfociai predominate, or whether its fympathetic 
powers be torpid, or in a ftate of vigilance. 

A further proof that happinefs confifts in the aflivity 
of the mind under proper direftion, is this, that when 
it is fixed on one objefl for too great length of time, 
k is always in a painful fituation; which fliews that it 
is employed contrary to its nature. Not to mention 
that the means whereby we expand our benevolence, 
neceffarily improves our intelleaual powers, and what 
contrafts the one, degrades the other. For that habi- 
tual exercife of our mental powers, by vrfiich we jui^e 
of the wants and claims of others, muft, in this view; 
be a very beneficial employment. 

Befides, in every diftrefs of mind we experience an 
inftant relief by any avocation which is not attended 

wub 
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■with guilt, any engagement which excites the mind, 
xrithout injuring any of its faculties, or deran^ng any 
of its movements. It is alfo worth obfervation, that 
by making happiness confift in well-regulated mentd 
aftivity, it is fo clofely connefted with virtue, and 
in -a manner confubftandated with it, that in fuch an 
improved ftate of the mind our reigning inclinations 
and true interefts are made to coincide. 
' This hypothefis in fome degree accounts for the 
permiffion of pbyfical evil, at leaft. It is well known 
that a courfe of unruffled profperity often renders the 
ikculdes torpid and ina£Uve. Difappointmenu and 
difEcuIties are, in this light, highly confonant to the 
divine attributes of goodnefs and juIHce, as &r as they 
lend to renovate the dormant powers of the foul. 
Thus fenfual purfuits frequently lead their votaries into 
embarrafling fituarions. But this very circumfbnce often 
awakens refleftion, and was certainly meant to produce 
'a RECOVERY of thofe mental energies which had been 
fuffered to degenerate. Worldly purfuits end in dif- 
appointment and anxiety; that gloom of mind which is 
, the concomitant of both, is defigned by Providence to 
have the fame effeft. 

The vifitations of Adverfity, by the order of Pro- 
vidence, are often fevere and lafting. One great law of 
our natiu'e feems to be, that we fhould learn wifdom, 
not fo conftantly by precept, as by experience ; precept 
only applies to the underftanding, but experience calls 
in and excites the fympathetic fwwers. By this means 
more of our mental faculties are called into play ; but 
6 they 
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they are ftill more vigoroufly employed by thofe who 
exert them hjferejigbt. Thdr leflbns are leflbns of 
anticipation, and they avoid thofe fevere rudiments, 
which others are taught by experience only; they have 
learned them, by the experience, and at the coll, of 
others. By this mode of bang taught wifdom, our 
fympathy is ilrongly interefled, as every leflbn is en* 
forced by the confideradon of the fufferings of others: 
it puts the activity of our minds in a proper channel, 
and one befl adapted to our moral improvement. 

The more vicious a man is, the deeper generally is 
his nuTery ; that is, the more incitements he feeU to 
mental aflivity. Vice generally arifes" from pride and 
fetfinmefs } and as true a&ivity of mind produces or 
implies fympathy, from the comprdienfive view it 
gives of the wants and claims of others, it has a ten- 
dency to produce general benevolence, which is the 
belt remedy to felfiflmefs and pride, as the latter are 
the fources of the moll pernicious evils under which 
fociety groans. 

The ftrength of thofe inAinfb and paiOons which 
are implanted in our nature, tends to itluftrate this 
oeconomy of Providence ; for, by this very means, it 
g^ves the mind a greater degree of a£Uvity : that vigi- 
lance which reafon muH exert in attending to, and 
that energy which it mud: employ in combating, thefe 
paflions and propenfmes that this difpenfadon of Pro- 
vidence was intended to produce, muft contribute very 
largely to this noble and beneficial purpofe. 

In a felBlh peribn, the ill-direded energy of the mind 
becomes a punilhment, till he learns (if be will learn) 

to 
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to cure it by refle^Hon. All his feaftbility is centered 
in bimfeif; whatever obftacle, or crofs accident, there- 
fore, he meets with, falls with double force upon his 
morbid ftate of perception, and fets his Acuities to 
work with double force, though it is often long before 
they attain a proper diredion, often they never do ob- 
tain it, but the defign of this oeconomy is no lefs con- 
fpicuous. 

Mental pains, like bodUy fufierings, are ftrong in- 
centives to adion^ but the former feem more operative 
than the latter in fome inftances, particularly in the con- 
dud of many of the ancient PhUofophers. Tliey bdng 
in the dark with refpeft to the fanftions of religion, 
and in the mean time in doubts about many of its 
moll important dodrines, were impelled, by the pain of 
doubt and ignorance, to moit vigorous efforts in fearch 
of truth, and to difcover the nature of their duty, 
even in the dark receffea of the mind, as they were not 
bleffed with the light of revelation. Hence their afloniib- 
ing efforts to find out the nature of the foul. The 
GofpeUpromifes render this fource of energy not fo . 
neceflary in the Chriftian religion ; but it poffeffes other 
'9nd fuperior means to advance the activity of the mind, 
which will be mendcmed when we come to compare its 
influence with that of the Pagan philofophy. 

How much the lu^funefs of the mind confifts in its 
a£tivity, may be further perceived, by confideiing what 
fort of metaphors and allufions afford us mofl pleafure 
in works of imagination, particularly in poetry. It is 
^de which bring the moft remote images together 
without 
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Without incongruity, /. e. thofe which give the grcateft' 
ftxjpc to the mind in comparing them, and finding out 
their various relations. The caufe alfo why fcenes of 
great turbulence or deep tranquillity have in poetry fuch 
SOI agreeable effeft upon the mind, feems to be this, each 
of them gives a great and fudden alteration to the com- 
mon flow of animal fpirits, and thence fumiih new 
complex ideas. 

If we obferve this mental propenfity as it is affefted 
by the various ftations of life, we fliall find, that thofe 
who fill the higher ranks of fociety, in order to balance 
die pernicious influence of pleafurable iniages, which 
of themfelves render the mind paffive, have an oppor- 
tunity of a larger range of ideas in the acquifition of 
knowledge, which tends, by a fort of equipoife, to pre- 
ferve their intelleilual energy. Thofe in the lower 
ftations have, in general, fewer opportunities of ac- 
quiring ideas ; but they are obliged, by their fituation, 
to employ their minds upon the ftock they pofiefs, with 
more conftant exercife. To enquire whether the for- 
mer clafs always improve their opportunities to the 
higheft poffible degree, is not to my prefent purpofe. 

By a fort of inllin^t, we avert our minds from what- 
ever would tend to deftroy their aflivity : the idler has 
recourfe to the fports of the field, the defponding lover 
haftens to riik his fife in the field of battle •- This fliews 
that nature intended the foul for an a^ve ftate j or, ia 

• His pain is eafily accounted for, on the foregoing hypothefts. 
It arifes from the mind being too intcnfely 6xed upon one objeA ; 
(lencc it lofcs its powers of balancing, companng, and judging. - 

Other 
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Other words, that in a^on confifls its happineTs, which 
depends, hefides, upon its being direded to right ob* 
jeSs. They who have been improperly educated, and 
happen to have Icifure on their hands, generally fly to 
aftive employments ; they who have been racked by 
turbulent paffions, or are haraffed by worldly employ, 
ments, where the fubordinate powers of the mind have, 
been impelled to an undue a£Hvity, feek for tranquillity;, 
that is, for a more equable and legitimate exercife of 
their mental powers. Both are driven, by a fort of in- 
ftind, to that medium where the foul can exercife its 
powers as nature dcfigned. 

That tafte for uniformity and regularity, of which 
every mind in its natural (late is fenHble infome degree, 
is neceffary to produce Habit ; but it is mixed, and 
made confiftent with that defire of variety which is fo 
necelTary to the acquilition of knowledge. It fe«ns 
alfo given us for an high moral purpofe, viz. that the 
mind may not feel itfelf completely happy tilt all its ac- 
tive powers are put in full employment, and perform 
their offices in due fubordinadcm to the GOV£RMIMO^ 
PRiKciPLE. When the lower powers of the mind aft 
in oppoiidon to its general moral conviction, it is in a 
neutral (late, partly aftiye, partly paffive. This may be 
called a fort of mental patfy, than which nothing can 
be fuppofed more oppofite to its nature, or a deepec 
jfource of mifery. 

To conclude ; the excefs erf" any of the Paffions, when 
they are exerted in the utmoft exacerbation, feems no- 
thing elfe but the natural aftivity of the mind, ftruggling 
foo late againft a legion of invading foes, which, by its 
, ■ . . own 
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own pajftvenefs and negleft, h had fuffered to cndofe 
h around. On the contrary, to a peifonwho has al> 
ways aded under a convidion that his happinds de- 
pends upon his mental exertions, according to the laws 
of his nature, even death itfelf cannot appear with »i 
alped fo formidable as be alTumes to others ; for be 
confiders it a liberation of the mind from thofe clogs 
and obftacles which prevent it from obtaining either 
complete happinefs, or full perfedioni as an a£tive 
being, in its prefent ftate. How congruous the defcrip- 
tions and opinions of Dante are to this hypothefis. 
will appear in the courfe of the work. 



HI. 

When we confider the hiftory of man, as col- 
Icflcd into large focieties, we may obferve feveral 
means employed by Providence to preferve fuch a por- 
tion of this energy as is highly ufeful to moral purpofes. 
This will appear, by comparing the ftate of fome of the 
moft poliflied nations, with fomc of thofe whom we 
feem willing to degrade into the loweft rank of hap. 
baiians. OtiE of the moft brilliant ages of antiquity, 
when what is called the Golden Times of Greece 
began with Cimon and ended with Alexander, 
confidered in this view is highly inftru£live: that 
period, and that country, abounded with the moft fla- 
grant crimes, and the moft aftonifliing exertion of Intel- 
left and iancy. It is not meant here to enter into po- 
litical difquifitions, nor to attribute die former, ex- 
clufively; 
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tlufively, to the fonns of government whicli then pre. 
Vailed. But this, at leaft, feems evident, that the con- 
tefts of faftion in the more celebrated democratical 
Statea, and, the fanguinary meafures purfued by each, 
in their turn,- to remove thdr rivals, gave, as it has 
been often obferved, a large field for talents of various 
kinds ; nor were the moral difcoveries refulting from 
the difcuflion of the duties and claims of man, in this 
turt)ulent iera, the leaft illuftrious confequence of this 
ftate of fociety. Even fcientific difcoveries, which had 
been imported into G re ec e from countries under a more 
lettled form of government, when they came within 
this vortex of intelleftual rivalry, were expanded by 
emulation to an extent wtiich otherwife they never 
would have attained. Thcfe falutary eflforts, at leaft 
in the political and moral departments, would probably 
not have been produced by a lefs tnomentum of moral 
and pbyfical evil (as far as the one depends upon the 
other), than that to which this poUfiied and fanguinary 
age gave birth. This obfervation will extend to the 
poetry and eloquence df thofe times, no lefs than to 
the admirable compofitions on ethics, and the nature 
of government, which thai originated; fyftems which, 
through a variety of chaimels, have operated for ages 
on the mind, and ftill continue their influence in va- 
nous degrees. 

But, left this fliould be miderftood as in any degree 
an apology for moral evil, it may be neceflary to ob- 
ferve, t hat though Providence educes good out of 
eril, yet to fey that, for that reafon, we may commit 
evil for the feke of the good to arife from it, is founded 
■ VoL.n. C oa 
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on this evidently felfe fuppofition, that ("rovidellce hai 
but one method of producing the defired good ; that i?, 
by our criminal agency. 

We (hall, in the next place, make a few obfervationa 
on the ftate of fome 6f the iHoft favage tribes oi man* 
kind, and enquire what provisions have been made, to 
preferve the aftivity of their minds in thdr feemingly 
d^raded fituation. 

The Kamschatkadales hare bot little employ* 
rainfy hence their wants are not numerous^ and their 
wifhea are few. It is, however, &om our wants and 
wiOies, that the principal part of oar vice and raifery 
takes its origin. If we are rightly informed, they 
think thetnfelves tbe happiefl people in the workl; we 
are inclined to look upon them as the mofl: miferablej 
they have few enjoyments, wii few ideas. But, as was 
obferved before, nrither virtQe nor ha^pinefs confilU 
In the variety of enjoyment, where we are merely paf- 
five, nor eten in the numb^ and variety of ideas, but 
in the proper management of thofe which we poffefe. 
There are crimes among them, butfewo* ihaaamongH 
more poKfhed tribes; and thefe, as with u£, teach, at 
lead, fome degree of virtue, by informing the judg* 
ment experimentally of the confcquences of vice; that 
is, thefe vices, combined witb their wants, g^e a de* 
gree of adivity to the mind. This is ftill more evident, 
when we defcend to particulars : we often fee a perfon 
who has only a few ideas, make a better ufe of themj 
than thofe who have acquired a much greater number ; 
and from a fort of motives formed between inlUnft, or 
moral fenfe, and reafon, often aft better, than he who^ 

bxna. 



DictizedbyGoO^IC 



[ 19 ] 

from the luxury of acquired knowledgq, and the 
want of good moral principles inftilled at firft, has only, 
by the increafe of his ideas, increafed his rage for fen- 
fual enjoyment, and acquired a greater variety of means 
for its attainment. 

The Japanese, on the contrary, acquire aftivity of 
liund by a method better adapted to their temperament. 
lliey are a people of an high, independent fpirit, fub- 
je£t to ftrong paflions, and uncommonly vindi^ve and 
ferocious. But when palfions are thus lively, they are 
almoft always found to counteract and reilrain each 
other : hence their more vivid emotione are balanced by 
fear. Terror of invifible Powers, is a ftrong fanftion to 
religion; and even, when in extreme, gives it a ftrong 
tinSure of fuperftition. Hence the Japanese are a 
very religious people; and this balance of the pafTions, 
Aough in them it does not produce fome of the noblelt 
tSeOis of mental aftivity, yet in a moral view it fecures 
fome of its mofl falutary advantages. 

That particle of religion which is found in fuperlli- 
don, though much contaminated and perverted, is 
thus found to operate as a reftri^on on people of high 
pallioni. Thofe in whom thefe emotions are more 
moderate, have left fuperftition; hence, by fuperficial 
obfervers, they are often deemed to have lefs religion, 
though probably they poffefs a larger portion of the 
genuine fpecies. - - 

The fame caft of fuperftition feemg to have travelled- 

from eaft to weft. Profperity begets depravity j the 

latter, by giving a loofe to all the palGons, confequently 

gives a more unbounded agency to fear, and this pro- 

C 2 duces 
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duces fuperfliilon, which ferves as a fort of cheek f» 
the more dangerous propcnfities, and keeps them in 
order. From this probably arifes the neceflity of a 
more rigorous government in the wanner climates ; ' 
nothing tefs feems to be fuflicient to reftrain the fer- 
mentation of the pafltons in thofe regions. Amongft 
us in Europe, ignorance has produced fuperftidon, 
and fuperfUdon has been the parent of irreCgioa. Be- 
tween thefe extremes they will poflibly vibrate for fome 
time, till at laft they fettle in a due medium, when 
manknid ihall be taught by experience the confe- 
quences of irrcligion ; for by experience the deepeft 
imjH'eirions are always made, as it operates by means 
of the paflions, 'which are excited by human mifery» 
and thus the circulation of mental emptoyment is pre* 
ferved. 

The Chik£se are a people of very a£Hve minds: jrom. 
the advantages of dieir climate, they would be conflantly 
in danger of falling into the moft irremediable comip> 
tion c^ manners ; but from this they are preferred, in 
3 great meafure, by their feclufion from commerce, 
and the contamination of foreign manners. This in- 
duces a love of uniformity and regtilarity, which keeps 
them attached to thdr patriarchal inftitutions, pa- 
rental authority, and their ancient mode of govern* 
ment. This precludes much of their improvement ia 
fcience, but impels them to the practice of many 
polidcal and moral virtues, and fecures that regulated 
energy of mmd which is not often found among 
oriental nations, who may poflibly be fuperior to them 
in natural endowment^ 

IV. "WhcQ 
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\rhen we examine the moral opinions of the 
mod eminent ancient phiiofophers, we fliall find that 
all thdr precepts tended to preferve the aftivity of the 
mind. Among the maxims of Thales the Milesian, 
who firft introduced philofophy and fcience among the 
Greeks, the following are recorded. Health of body, 
a competent fortune, and a cultivated mind, are 
the chief fources of happinds. Take more care to 
corred the blemiihes of the mind, than thofe of the 
iace. Stop the mouth of llander, by prudence. Be 
caiefiil not to do that yourfelf, which you blame in . 
others. — A difcipline which required continual mental 
exertions •. 

ANAXACORAsf, his pupil, aflerted, in contradifUon 
to the fatalilts of his time, the dilUnfUon of mind 
^m matter; that mind pofTelFes within itfelf the united 
powers of thought and motion, and is the caufe of 
whatever is fair or good. 

It is fcarcely neceffary to ejcpatiate on the philofophy 
«f Socrates, his immediate fucceflbr. The firft 
principles of virtuous condud, which are common to 
all mankind, are, according to this excellent moralift, 
the laws of God ; and the conclufive argument by which 
he fupports this opinion, is, that no man departs from 
thefe principles with impunity, ** It is frequently pof- 

* Diog^ra. Liert. in Thalcte> p. S3i34) 3J> Edit. Stephani, 
^r.fidd'« Hift. of PhU. 
+ Diog. Laert. p. 668. 
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fible," fays he, *• for men to fcreen themfelves from 
the penalty of human laws, but no man can be unjull, 
or ungrateful, without fuflFering for his crime. Hence 
1 conclude, that thefe laws muft have proceeded from 
a more exalted lawgiver than man*." His opinion 
of happinefs was, that it could not be attained by ex* 
temal polTeflion, but from wifdom, that confifts in the 
knowledge and pra£lice of virtue : that the cultivation 
of virtuous manners is necelTarily attended with plea-< 
fure as well as with profit : that the honeft man alone 
is happy J and that it is abfurd to fepar^te things 
which are fo clofely united as virtue and interell. 

Even Aristippus t, the founder of the Cyrenaio 
feft, was author of fome maxims not imworthy of thq 
SocRATic fchoolj for inftance — ^^ If thera were no 
laws, a wife man would be a law to himfetf, and live 
honellly; the bufmefs of philofophy is to regulate the 
fenfes, fo as to produce the mod pleafure." But thefe, 
it is true, were blended with fome others of a more 
dubious nature. 

Plato J confiders the foul as united to a material 
vehicle, and (his relation which it bears to matter, h^ 
looks upon as the fource of moral evil. Though he 
fpeaks obfcurety on this fubje£t, it may be colle£te4 
from his writings, that h$ concdves the power of 
moving bodies, which belongs to the human foul, to 
\>p the effeft of the material principle j and, confiftently 

* Xenoph. Mem. lib. iv. 

■|- Diogen. Laert. in Ariftip. p, 131. Enfield's HiJt> 

X Plato Phasd. Diog. Laert. p. 186. 

with 
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widi this do&nne, this philofopher frequently fpeaks of 
the foul of man as compofed of three parts : the firft, 
the feat of intelligence; the fecond, of paflton; and the 
thir(J« of appetite : the firft is derived from heaven, 
the two others from matter. The firft is immortal, and 
returns to the Gods. It exifted before its immerfion 
into the body, vid all its knowledge is only reminifdence 
of its id^s in a former ftate ; a procefs of improvemeiit, 
which implies a conHderable degree of mental activity. 
The higheft good conlifts, according to him, in the 
contemplation and knowledge of the firft good ; which 
is Mind, or God. All thofe things which are called 
good by man, are in reality fuch only fo far as they 
are derived from the firft and hjgfaeft good. The only 
power in nature which can acquire a refemblance to 
the fupreme good, is Reafon, The minds of philofo- 
phers are fraught with valuable treafures, itnd after the 
death of the body they fh^l be admitted to divine en- 
tertainments i fo that while with the Gods they are 
employed in furveying the fields of truth, they wijl 
- look down with contempt on the folly of thofe who 
are contented with earthly fhadows. Goodnefs ^sA 
beauty confift in the knowledge of the firft good, awl 
of the firft &ir. Th^t only which is becoming, is 
good ; therefore vktue is to be purfued for its own 
fake. He alone who has obtained the knowledge of 
the firft good, is happy*; the end of this knowledge is 
to render man as like God as the condition of human 
nature will permit. Tfiis likenefs cooMs in iutUce, 

* Fht. S7mpofiuin« 
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prudence, fandity, temperance: In order to attain 
this (late, it is negelTary to be convinced, that the body 
is a prifon, from which the foul muft be releafed, before 
it can arrive at the knowledge of thofe things which 
are real and immutable ". Virtue is the moft perfed 
habit of the mind which adorns the man, and rendert 
him firm, refolute, and confident in adion and fpeechf, 
in folitude and fociety. The virtues are fo nearly allied 
that they cannot be feparated ; they are p^eS, and 
therefore neither capable of increafe nor of diminution. 
The paffions are motions of the foul, excited by feme 
apparent good or evil : they originate in the irrational 
parts of the foul, and mult be regulated and fubdued 
by reafon, Friendftiip is, ftridly fpeaking, reciprocal 
benevolence ; which inclines each party to be as folici* 
tous for the other's intercft, as for his own. This 
equality of affe^on is created and preferved by » Hwi^ 
larity of dlTpofition and manners. It is clear, how 
much the philofophical opinions of Plato depended 
on, and inculcated, mental exertion, 

CarneadesJ, an eminwit follower of P(ato, of 
that k& called the New Academy, held, that natural 
appearances were a fufficient guide, Probabilities he 
divided into three claffes ; fimple, uncontradifted, and 
thofe confirmed by accurate eipunination. The higheft 
degree of ceitainty, according to him, is produced, 
when, after an accurate examination of every drcum-i 
fiance which might be fuppofed to create uncertainty, 

• Plat, in Timxoit - ■(■ Ibid. LaAic^ 

% Diog. Laert. p. 294. 
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we are able to diTcover no iUlacy. It is unneceffary 
to make any obfervation on the tendency of thit 
fyftem. 

Moral felicity, according to Aristotle •, confjib 
not in the contemplation of truth fmiply, but in the 
nrtuous exercife of the mind, ^^rtue is either theore- 
tical, or practical. Theoretical virtue confilU in die 
due exercife of the underftanding: Pra^cal, in the 
purfuit of what is right and good. Fra^cal nrtue u 
acquired by habit and exercife. Virtue, as &r as it 
refpe6:3 ourfelves and the government of our palEons, 
confifts in preferving that mean in all things which 
TKafon and prudence prefcribe; it is the middle path 
between two extremes, the one is vicious through ex< 
cds, the odier by defe^ Virtue is zfpontaiuoiu ad, 
the effe£t of defign and volition, and is completed by 
pature, habit, and reafon. For inllance, fortitude it 
the mean between timidity and rafhnels, temperance 
between exceflive purfuit and negled of pleafure; 
gentlenefs is the due government of the irafdble paf- 
iions, and preferrative of a due mean between anger 
9nd infeniibihty : liberality is the mean between pro- 
fligality and avarice : modefiy lies in the middle be- 
seem impudence and bafliiulnefs. Fleafurea are A 
fentially diCerent in kind. Difgracefiil pleafures are 
wholly unworthy of the name. The purelt and no^ 
blell pleafure is that which a good man derives from 
ft virtuous a^on. Haf^Mnefs, -which coniifts in a con- 
4u£l conformable to virtue, is other contemplative or 

* Diog. liiert. p. 300. Aiift* Ethic. »d K^comachnm. 
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a^e. Contemplative happinefE, which confifts in the 
puifuit of knowledge and virtue, is fupenqr to aftive 
happineTs; becaufe the underftanding is the higheft 
part of human nature, and the objefts on which it is 
employed, are of the nobleft. kind. 

It is well known, that the fole objeft of the Stoig 
philofophers was tg fubdue thepaffioos, and to produce 
Simplicity of manners. The rigours of their difciplme, 
which was pra£tifed by the firft of this fed, and which 
afterwards degenerated into fuch abfurd feverity, wa$ 
Xt firft adopted for the laudable purpofe of exhibiting 
an example of moderation and felf-commanj. Virtue 
of mind, and ftrength of body, fays Diogehes *, are 
chiefly to be acquired by exercife and habit. No- 
thing can be accompUflied without labour, mental or 
bodily; and every thing may be 9Cconipli(hed with it. 
Even the contempt of pl^afure may by it become 
pleaiant. The end of philofophy is to fubdue the 
paillonSf and prepare men for every condition <^ 
life. 

According to the Stoics, the firft Impreflions oq 
the mind produce an involuntary emotion ; but a wife 
man afterwards deliberately examines them, that he 
may know whether they be true or falfe, and rqeds 
or admits them, as the evidence which offers to his un- 
derstanding appears fuffident or infufficient. This af- 
fent, or approbation, will imieed be neceflarily given or 
withheld, according to the ultimate Hate of proofe 
th^t are adduced ; as the fcales of a balance will jink, 

• Diog. Ltert. p. 177. 
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or rife, according to the weights that are placed upon 
them. But while the vulgar give immediate credit to 
the evidence of their fenfes, wife men fufpend their 
judgment, till they have carefully examined the na- 
ture of things, and deliberately examined the weight 
of evidence. This procefs was accomplilhed by the 
fubjugation of the inferior Acuities of the foul to the 
I'uling p3i^» called by the Stoics to ^yiiionKst. Tim 
they accounted a portion of the divinity — d'tvina par- 
iiculam aura. In human Ufe, they held that one ulti- 
mate end ought to be purfued, and that this is to live 
agreeably to nature and reafon. Since man himfelf ii 
a microcofm, compofed, htce the world, of matter and 
a rational principle, it becomes him to live as a part 
of the great whole \. and to accommodate all his defires 
and purfuits to the general arrangement, conformably 
to nature, is the law of all living beings. Every one 
who has a difcemment of what is good, will be chiefly 
concerned to conform to nature in all his purfuits. 
This is the origin of moral obligation. Falfe concep- 
tions of good, produce violent emodons of the mind ; 
and thefe are paiEons, which it Is the office of reafon 
to prevent, or cure. Wisdom fubje^ the mind to the 
control of reafon, and this produces a conformity to 
nature and virtue. 

We come now to the doflrinc of Epicurus, whofe 
masinu, according to the vulgar opinion, fupported 
by the writings of AthenjEus, were ill-calculated fca* 
prefervtng the mind in a ftate of adivity. Tet what 
impartially examined, even in this Ibort Iketcb, it may 
tw difcovered that much of that relaxing chara&er 
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was unfounded •. " TTie end of living, according t« 
Iiim, or ultimate good, which is to be fought for its 
own fake, according to the univerfal opinion of man- 
iund, is happinefs. Yet men, for the moll part, fail in 
the purfuit of this end j either becaufe they do not 
make % right uTe of this happinefs, or becaufe they do 
not make ufe of proper means to acquire it. Since it it 
the interelt of every perfon to be happy for the whole 
«f life, it is the wifdora of every one to employ phi- 
lofophy in the purfuit of happinefs without delay; and 
there can be no greater folly, than to be always be- 
ginning to live. Of virtues, fome are contemplative 
and fome prafUcal. They are all united together, and 
d^iend upon each other ; virtue being a conformity 
to natttre in itfelf ; therefore Ttrtue ought to be puifued 
for its own lake.** 

According to Pythagoras jj, the great founder of 
the Italic fchool, the dependencies and ramefadions of 
irfiich feft were probably the moll numerous of aH, 
there are two branches of virtue, private and public. 
Private refpefls educati(»i, fortitude, prudence, and 
abilinence. The powers of the mind, are reafbn and 
paflion. When the tatter is preferved In fubje^on to 
the former, virtue is prevalent. Wifdom and virtue 
are our belt defence. Sobriety is the ftrength of the 
fouI> for it preferves its~ reafon unclouded by paffion. 
No man Ibould be accounted free, who has not the 
perfect command of himfelf. That which is good and 
becoming, ought to be purfued, rather than that which 

* Diog. Laert. p. 706. Gafftndas Phil. Epicur. 
P Diog. Laert. p. 567. 
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ts pleafant. It reqiures miich wifdom to give right 
names to things. 

Reafcn, according to Heraclitus, is the teft of 
truth. 

The happinefs which belongs to man, is that ftate in 
which he enjoys as many of the good things, and ftif- 
fers as few c^ the evils incident to human nature, as 
poffible, paffing his days in a ftate of permanent tnm- 
i^llity. A wife man, though deprived of light and 
hearing, may experience the enjoyment of the good 
things which yet remain ; and when fuffering tortur^ 
or labouring under feme painful difeafe, can mitigaa 
the anguilh by patience, and can enjoy in his afflidions 
the confciouinefs of his own conftancy. But it is ha- 
po^^e that perie£t hap]»ne{s can be enjoyed without 
freedom from pain, and the enjoyment of the good 
dungs of life. IMeafure is in its nature good', as pain 
is in its nature evil ; and the one is therefore to be 
purfued, as the other is to be avoided, for its own 
bke. Fleafure or pain is not only good or evil in 
kfelf, iHit the meafure of whatever is good or evil in 
ievery <^ed of delire or averfion : for the ultima^ 
reafba why we purine one thing, and avoid anodier, 
is, becaufe we exped pleafure from the former, and 
apprdiend pain from the latter. If fometimes we de- 
dine a pleafiu^ it is not becaufe we are averfe to plea- 
fiu'e, but becaufe, in the prefent inftance, we apprehend 
it will be neceflarily conneded with a greater pain. Li 
like manner, if we fometimes voluntarily fubmit to a 
(n-dent pain, it is becaufe we judge that it is neceOa- 
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rity conneOed >nth a greater pleafure. AlthcJugh all 
pleafure a eflentially good, and all pain efTentially evUi 
it doth not thence necdTarily follow, that, in every 
fingle inftance, the one ought to be purfued, and the 
other to be avoided : but reafon is to be employed in 
difUnguilhing and comparing the different degrees of 
each, that the refult may be, a wife choice of that 
which fhall, upon the whole, appear to be good. That 
pleafure is the chief good, appears from the inclina- 
tion which every animal from its iirft birth difcovers, 
to purfue pleafure and to avoid paia, and is confirmed 
by the univerfal experience of mankind, who are in- 
cited to adion by no .other principle than the defire of 
avoiding pain, or obtaining pleafure. 

There are two forts of pleafure : one confiding in 
a Hate of rell, in which both body and mind are on- 
difturbed' by any kind of pain ; the other, arifing from 
an agreeable agitation of the fenfes, producing a cor- 
refpondent emotion in the foul. It is upon the for- 
mer of thefe that the happinels of life may be faid 
chiefly to depend. Ha^^mefs, therefore, confilU in bo- 
dily cafe and mental tranquillity. When pleafure is 
afferted to be the end of living, we are not then to 
imderftand that violent kind of delight, or joy, which 
aiifes from the gratification of the fenfes and paffions ; 
but merely that tranquil ftate of mind, which re- 
fulta from the abfence of every cau£; of pain or un> 
eafidels. 

Thofe pleafores which arife from agitation, aa not 
to be purfued as in themfelves the end of living, but 
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is the means of airiving at that ftate of tranquilUtj ui 
which true hapianefs confilb. It is the office of reafoQ 
to confine the purfuit of pleafure within the limit of 
nature, tn order to the attainment of that happy ftata 
of body, wherein it ie free fix)m every kind of pain, 
and the mind from all perturbation. This ftate, how- 
ever, muft not be concnved to be perfefll in proper* 
ticn as it is inadive and torpid, but in proportion ai 
alt the fimdions of life are quietly and pleafantly per- 
formed. A happy life neither refembles a rapid tor- 
rent, nor a flagnant pool ; but is like a gentle ftream 
which gHdes fmoothly and filently along. This happy 
ftate can only be attained by a prudent management 
of the body, and a fteady government of the foul. 
The difeafes of the body are to be prevoated by tern* 
perance, to be cured by medicine, or rendered tole- 
rable by patience. Againft the difeafes of the mindf 
philofophy provides fuffident antidotes. The inilru- 
ments which it employs for this purpofe, are the vir* 
tues, the root of which, whence all proceed, is prudence. 
This virtue comprehends the whole art of living dif- 
creetly,. juftly, honourably, and is in fad the lame 
thii^ with wifdom. It infhuds men to free thdr un- 
derftanding from the clouds of prejudice, to ezerdfe 
temperance and fortitude in the government of them- 
felves, and to pra^tife juftice towards others. Although 
pleafure or hap[dnefs, which is the end of living, be 
fuperior to virtue, which is only the means, it is th^ 
interell of every one to pra&ife all the virtaes ; for, in 
a haffpy life, pleafure can never be feparated from vir- 
tue 
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tat, A pradent man, in order to fecure his tnub)ull- 
lity, will confult hii natural difpofition in the choice 
of hi* plan of life. If, far example, he be perfuaded 
that he Ihould be h:q>pier in a ftate of marriage than 
in celibacy, he ought to marry ; but if be be con- 
vinced that marriage would be an impediment to his 
haj^aneft, he ought to remain fingle. In like man- 
ner, fuch perfons as are a^ve, enterfHifing, and am- 
Intious, or fuch as by the condition of their turth are 
placed in the vay of civil offices, fliould accommo- 
date themfelves to their nature and fituatiDn, by en- 
gaging in public affairs ; while fuch as are finom na- 
tural temper fond of Idfure and retirement, or from 
expetience or obliemtion convinced that a liie of 
public bufinels would be inconfiftent with their hap- 
pinefs, are unqueftionably at liberty, unlefs where par- 
ticular drcumftances call them to the lervice of die^ 
coimtry, to pals their lives in obfcure repofe. Tem- 
perance is that difcreet r^ulation of the defircs and 
paflions, by which we are enabled to enjoy pleafures, 
without fuffering any confequent inconvenience. They 
who m^ntun fuch a perfeft felf-command, as never 
to be incited by any profped of felf-indulgence, to do 
that which may be produQive of evil, obtain the trueft 
pleafure by denying pleafure. Since of delires fonu 
•re natural and necefiary, others natural but not ne- 
cellary, and others neither natural nor oeceffary, but 
the offspring of 6dfe judgment, it muft be the office 
of temperance to gratify the firft dafs as br as nature 
requires; to reftrain the feomd, within the bounds oS 
3. modaaiions 
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moderation ; and, as to the third, refolutely oppofe, if 
n»t totally reprefs them. Sobriety, as oppofed to ine- 
briety and gluttony, is of admirable ufe in teaching 
men that nature is fatisfied with a little, and enabling 
them to be content with fimple and frugal iare. Such 
a manner o( living is conducive to the preTervadon of 
health, renders a man alert and adive in all the of- 
fices of life, affords him an excellent relifli of the oc- 
cafional varieties of a plentiful board, and prepares 
him to meet every reverfe of fortune vitfaout the fear 
of want. 

Continence is a branch of temperance, which pte- 
vents the difeafes, in&my, remorfe, and puniflunent, 
to which thofe are expofed who indulge themfelves is 
unlawful amours. Mufic and poetry, which are oftea 
employed as incentives to Ucentiouspleafures, are to be 
cautioufly and fparingly ufed. 

Gentlenefs, as oppofed to an irafdble temper, greatly 
contributes to the tranquillity and happinefs of human, 
Ufe, by preferving the mind from perturbation, and 
arming it againfl: the aJIaults of calumny and malice. 
A wife man, who puts hitnfelf under the government 
of reafon, will be able to receive an injury with calm- 
nefs, and to treat the perfon who committed it with 
lenity ; for he will rank injuries among the cafual events 
of life, and will prudently reflefl, that he can no more 
flop the natural current of human palllons, than he 
can curb the ilormy winds. Refradory fervants in a 
^nily fhould be puniOied, and diforderly members of 
a ftate Ihould be chaftifed, without wrath. 

Vol. n. D Mode- 
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Moderation, in the purfuit of honours or riches> if 
die only fecurity againft difappointment and vexation, 
A wife man, therefore, will prefer the fimplicity of ft 
rullic life to the magnificence of courts, ^ture events, 
a wife man will confider as oncertain ; and will there- 
lore neither fofier himfetf to be elated with eoniident 
expeflation, nor to be depreffed by doubt and defpair, 
for both are equally definitive of tranqailEty. b wilt 
contribute to the enjoyment of Ufe, to confider death 
as the perfed termination of a haf^y life, irfiich it be- 
comes OS to clofe. Eke fatisGed gnefts, ndthcr regret" 
ting the paft, nor anxious for the futurv. 

Fortitude, the virtue which enables us to endure 
pun, and to baniSi fear, h of great ufe in producing; 
tranquillity. Fhilofophy inflra^ us to pay homage ta 
die Gods, not through hope or fear, but &om venera-^ 
tion of th«r fuperior nature. It, moreover, teaches u» 
to conquer the fear of death, by fhewing us that it i& 
no proper objeQ of terror; fmce, whiUt we are, death 
is not ; and when death arrives, we are not ; fo that 
death concerns ndther the living nor the dead. Tba 
only evils to be apprehended, are bodily pain and dif- 
trefs of mind. Bodily pain, it becomes a wife man to 
endure with patience Mid firmnefs, becaufe if it bo 
flight, it may be eafily borne ; if intenfe, it cannot kit 
long. Mental diftrefs arifes not from nature, but front 
opinion. A wife man, therefore, will arm himfelf 
againft this kind of fuffering, by refleftitig that the 
gifts of fortune, the lofs of which he may be inclined 
, to deplore, were never his own, but depended upon 
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circuifiilances which he could not command. If, there- 
fore, they happen to leave him, he will endeavour, 
as foon as poflible, to obliterate the remembrance of 
them, by occupying his mind in pleafant contempla- 
tion, and in agreeable avocations. 

Juftice refpefts man as living in fociety, and is the 
common bond without which no fociety can exift. 
This virtue, like the reft, derives its value from its ten- 
dency to promote the happinefs of life. Not only is 
it never injurious to the man who praQifes it, but 
nouriJhes in his mind calm rede£tions and pleafant 
hopes ; whereas, it is impoilible that the mind in 
which injullice dwells, (hould not be full of difqui- 
etude ; lince it is impoflible that iniquitous actions 
ihould promote the enjoyment of life, as much as re- 
morfe of confcience, legal penalties, and public difgrace 
muft increafe its troubles. Every one who follows the 
didates of found reafon, will pra^ife the virtues of 
juftice, equity, and fidelity. In society, the necef. 
fity of the mutual exercife of juftice, in order to the 
common enjojinent of the gifts of nature, is the 
ground of thofe laws by which it is prefcribed. It is 
the intereft of every individual in a ftate to conform to 
the laws of juftice j for by injuring no one, and ren- 
dering to every man his due, he contributes his part 
to the prefervation of that fociety, upon the preferva- 
tion of which his own fafety depends. Nor ought any 
one to think that he is at liberty to violate the rights 
of his feilow-citizens, provided he can do it fecurely j 
for he who has committed an unjuft adion, can pever 
be certain it will not be difcoveredj and however 
D 2 fuccefs- 
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fuccefsfiilly he may conceal it firom others, tlus v3t 
avail him litde, fince he cannot conceal it hroirt 
him/elf. 

In different communidcB different laws may be in- 
ftituted, according to the drciunftances of the people 
vho compofe them. Whatever is thus prefcribed, may 
be conlidered as a rule of juftice, fo long as the fo- 
ciety itiall judge the obfervance of it to be for the be- 
nefit of the whole. But whenever any rule of con- 
dud is found upon experience not to be conducive to 
the public good, bdng no longer ufefiil, it ihould be 
no longer prefcribed. 

Nearly allied to jullice, are the virtues of benefU 
cence, companion, gratitude, piety, and friendfiiip. 
He who confers benefits upon others, procures to him> 
felf the fatisfafUon of feeing the ftream of plenty 
fpreading around him from the fountain of benefU 
cence, at the fame time he enjoys the pleafure of be- 
ing efteemed by others. The exercife of gratitude, 
filial affe&ion, and reverence for the Gods, is necef- 
fary, in order to avoid the hatred and contempt of ail 
good men. Friendfhips are contra£led for the fake of 
mutual benefit ; but by degrees they ripen into fuch 
difmtereAed attachment, that they continue without 
any profpeft of advantage. Between friends, there is 
a kind of mutual league, that each will love the other 
as himfelf. A true friend will partake of the wants 
and forrows of his friend, as if they were his o^vn ; if 
be be in want, he wilt relieve him ; if he be in pri- 
fon, he will vifit him ; if he be fick, he will come to 
him } nay, fituations may occur in which he vould 
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not fcruple to die for him. It cannot dien be doubted* 
tfuu friendfliip is one of the belt means of procuring a 
fecure, tranquil^ and happ^ life. 



V. 

In die method puifued in thofe fereral fyftems 
and colleObns for preferving the a^vitjr of the mind, 
according to the fubordinatbn of its powers, thejr 
have a fuiprifmg conformity to chrilUanity. But in 
the motive! which revelation fupplies for this falutary 
purpc^e, the advantage is on the fide of religion, to a 
degree which cannot be cdculated. Immortality is 
pledged to us, and propofed as die prize of fetf-de- 
niaL The grefitmg of the chrilHan graces of benevo- 
lence, meekneft, and humility, are propofed as tbe 
qualifi c a t ion^ for this happy ftate. In oppofition to that 
gtatifiGadon of die pai&ons which uncultivated nature 
fo much defires. For which purpoTe, we are direded 
to oppofe our l^tual enendes by the ud of the Holy 
Spirit, which is pFOmifed to the fmcere fuppllant, and 
which has even been admitted to dwell with him. The 
brin^g fuch motives to bear upon our animal pro* 
peniitjes $ die conftant labour in culdvadng fuch vir- 
tues as are moft oppofite to our ng^ral bias i the la- 
borious employment of bringing remote things which 
only have influence on our refle^on into the balance, 
and making them preponderate againit mterefls idiich 
bare the advantage of a fenfible and vifible c^wration; 
D j tbde 



Dictized by Google 



[ 38 ] 
thefe objefls ^ve the mental energies full play, and 
keep them (if we may be allowed the expreffion) on 
the perpetual (tretcb, in fiill employment, and due 
fubordination to the laws of nature. 

This is not all — but it refines the pafCons, engages 
them on its fide, and converts them to the caufe 
of virtue. Our hopes and our fears^ our fympathies 
and'Our averfioDs, are all direded to proper objefls ; 
while the common couife of Providence, below the 
Iharp leflbns of adverfity, and the ihadowy enjoyments 
of profperity, add their momentum to the progrefs of 
the mind, and give no iinall aflilbmce both to intel- 
leftual and moral improvement. Hut here we are op- 
pofed by modern pbilofophers, who arro^te to them- 
felves the privilege of dilating the means of moral 
improvement to all ages and conditions, to jKirentg aa 
well as to children. Contrary to the experi^ice of all 
ages, they afiert, that no degree of feverity is neceOvy 
in educating the latter; andthat, in general, honour and 
Jhame are the only legitimate fan^Uons of human ac< 
tions. They allege, that thefe principles are to be 
found in all, is various degrees indeed } probably in 
fome fo £iiint as hardly to be diHiogmflied j but iq all, 
(if fufficiently developed) fully adequate to the pro- 
du£tion of every energy of charader : that they are, 
efpecially in younger minds, the only motives which, 
\>y way of fanftion, ought to be cultivated ; and that 
due care will make them fufficiently vigorous to 
fuliil every exigence. And for an example of this, 
thfy allege . devotion, which in every mind almoft ia 
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langiud at firft, dll by cultivation and conftant halnt 
it nay be brought not only to a fufficient degree (rf 
ibengthj but even to a dangerous pitch of aSivity, 

This opinioD is jJaufible, and might be true, if man 
'Were a creature of greater perfedjon than he is, and 
If he did not require motives for adion, not only pow- 
erful in thdr operation, tmt various in their kinds;. 
That love for variety within certain bounds is com- 
mon to all mankind, has been obferved before. Its 
iina] caulfi has ajfo been mentioned, and its utility, in 
giving' a perpetual incitement to the purfuit of know- 
iedge, and erf every advantage belonpng to our fpe- 
-des, if projperly direded. It is to be confidered as a 
very kind provifion of the Author ef our nature to 
vary the motives to a^on, according to the variety of 
the taftes and charaders which he has given us. The 
lame kind of motives, if uniformly applied, would 
Jole their effed, which muft be always the confequence 
when the preceptive fyftems counteract the compG- 
cated fcheme, by the operation of which it was de< 
figned, that we flumld arrive at the perfedion of our 
nature, as ^ as it is nece&try, inthis ftate. The pnv 
|)ortions in which thefe motives are blended, we muft 
Jeam, not from Ibme of our modem fyftems of edu- 
cation, but from the writmgs of the andents, and the 
Great Esampler of Life and Manners, from which 
they drew thdr documents. 

Man, we find by fbme dS the ancient philofbphd?, 
were divided into the aiiive and eotaemplative. This 
'4Htin3ion, though faffidently accurate for the com- 
mon purpofes of tife, is by no means a ftri£tly logical 
D 4 divifioQ t 
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our fpecies was de&ga^ for the doifterj and another 
for buitiiefs. But thde two characters are, in fad, 
combined in various proportions in all mankind ; and 
the neceffity foe it, is obvious. Without fomething to 
exdte his a^vity, the contemplatill would foon dege* 
Berate into a vifionary, or a ianatic. The man of bu^ 
fineis, for want of moral principles, imprefled by me* 
ditation, would foon, by a very ihort procefs, be me- 
tamorphofed into a deflgning kiuve. In &£t, we often 
fee the mere literary man grow languid in his exer- 
tions, and fadidious in his judgment ; particularly if 
the neceffity for exertion has ceafed to operate. In 
fuch charaders a morbid delicacy of tafte is often ob- 
fervable, which deprives him of all relifh for new cator 
|iofidons, even of genuine merit. He feels fomething 
analogous to that fpecies- of fenfibility which renders 
die profperous man tremblingfy alive all o'er ; to the 
AxA dillant approach of any thing difagreeable to his 
jicelings, which are exafperated by the eSed of what 
is commonly called worldly blejjings. This is the cafe 
of the mere literary man. He too often ceafes in 
thofe drcumAances to be an a£Uve, and even a 
contemplative being. The mere man of bufmefs, on 
the other hand, who has not given himfelf dther 
leifure or opportunity to profit by refiefttona or the 
moral diftindions of things, and by whom the ideas of 
homur and Jbamt are confequently annex^, not to 
wrtue and m«, but to riches and poverty, is. ^ed, for 
tiiat reafon, by too great hurry to obtain opulence, 
to take every poffible mean; ^r that purpofe, If he 
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Ijas Idfure, it is not filled up by rational purfuits, but 
bjr fenfual enjoyments. Thde encroaching on the time 
allotted for his more ferious occupations, he becomes, 
by d^prees, a bankrupt, and a prodigal. IT we com- 
pare an indolent and innocent Gentoo, who has, per- 
haps, all the moral feelings in fufficient vigour, but 
wfaofe mental porers are almoll annihilated by habi- 
tual languor, with an a^ve and enterprifing European, 
Ve will more clearly percdve the contraft ; we ihall 
find, that a mixture of contemplation and afUvity are 
neceflary to bring our fpecies to its fiiU perfe^on: 
^efe enp^es are, therefore, bell brought out by a va- 
neiy of mptives, refembling fuch as are met with in 
^mmpq life, and reprefented by our Poet in his Pur- 
qA^ofiio, by many allegorifral ejehibitions. Conform- 
atily to this account, xft find this combination of ac- 
tion and contemplation provided for ip different pc- 
nods of life. Id youth, th^ mind is ^fUve ; but the 
jiBceSarf difcipUne of educadon renders it in fome de~ 
gree contemplative. In the latter part of life, the mind 
is inclined to be contemplative ; but the afiairs of the 
world, in which it is necefiarily involved, keep its zGd-r 
yity from any danger of fiagnation. 

Where honour and fhame are the only motives, 
they are not fuificient to overcome the native indo- 
lence of the human charafter. They, confequently, 
who feldom feel the dread of pain, or of any infiic- 
tion, generally fink into languor. This debilitated itate 
of their Acuities is increafed by the circumllance, that 
^ their wiflies are within their reach, and therefore 
fpeediljr graufied. The ^dour fgr enjoyment remains, 
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though the r^ifh be gone, and the meant exhaufted. 
The mind then becomes a monllrous mixture of laii* 
guid faiiety and reftlefs craving. When fear ia the 
jmly motive, its effeds are fimilar \ its preponderating 
weight deftroys that balance of the paffions, which 
prodnces vigour of aflbn, and gradually debilitates the 
rational powers, reducing man to a machine, if a be> 
ing aftuated by a fmgle motive deferve that name. 
This is the cafe in defpotic governments, and cooftnnt 
that obfervation of the Poet,— - 

For Heav'n ordains, that whatfowcr day 
Makes man a Have, take* half hia worth away. 

Whereas, in mixed governments, where honour and 
Ihame preferve their influence, as well as hope and 
fear, the law of opinion preferres its weight, as well at 
the law of necelTity ; and all together, they preferve 
that afUvity, which is needful to give the human cha* 
rader its proper ftamp of worth. On the contrary, 
when honour and ftiame are the only motive, they be. 
come too languid in their eSed, fomewhat like the 
faint operation of the fame medicmes too often re* 
peated. The difciplinary part of life ought to be care- 
fully modelled, as preparatory to that variety of mo- 
tives that muft give the impulfe to it during the courfe 
of life. To every paffion of our nature there ought 
to be proper application; for in the events of common 
life, all our pafGons are a£hiated in turns ; our hopes, 
as well as our fears, our intereil, no lefs than our ho- 
nour } and as one often counte'rads the other, thus at 
proper ftages of education fome of them ought to be 
firengthened, and others kept within due limits, ac* 
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cording to the variety of the human charaaer, and 
the exigence of the cafe. 

If we enquire why there are fo many inflances of 
eminent and refpe£Uble charaders to be found in the 
middle ranks qf life, and why their proportion ex- 
ceeds that of the other ftatiom, it will probably ap. 
pear, that it is becaufe they are not raifed fo high above 
the common mafs of the people, as to leave them no 
motive of aflion, but honour and Ihame. They are, 
in a certain degree, under the falutary influence of ne- 
ceffity, fo that the a^vity of their minds will not readily 
"fall into a ftate of languor j and with them, the higher 
motives in which reputation is concerned have their 
due wdght. Thus they arc fo for bleffed with leifure 
for reflefUon, that the nobler Acuities ve in no dan- 
ger of loling thar energy for want of employment. 
In Ihort, their moral and intelle£hial advantages arife 
^m their happy central pofition, where all the mo. 
^es that ufually influence mankind meet, as it were, 
in a natural point of confluence t where they all have 
tiuir happy eSe£t by due complication ; and where, 
confequently, none of them can preponderate. In 
ihai moral difclpline, pain and pleafuje are duly 
mixed by the wife hand of Providence ; and we know 
that pain is a more vigorous motive to action, than 
pleafure. But when, by due culture, the mind comes 
'to be properly invigorated, the influence of pain ope- 
rates more (as the Schoolmen fay) in Po^e, than in 
£Je ', more by its expeOation, than its real infliftion. 
In the former cafe, it ts in lefs danger of lofmg its ef- 
UStf as it operates rather on th« iancy than the feel- 
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Ings, and produces effects analogous to tbofe which arife 
from the falutary apprehenfion of diilant dangen, 
dither in this life, or that which is to come. 



I {hall clofe this fubje£t with a few obfervations* 
uliich have a double relation both to the Inferno 
and PuRGATORio, as they will ihew how dofely the 
(wo Parts of the Poem are connefted, and render the 
one in fome degree an iiluflr^on of the other. For 
tlus purpofe, it will be necetfary to advert to the oji^, 
nions of fpme moderp philofoph^rs, who, under the 
idea that Virtue it its vu/n Rfwardt have given a pala- 
tial view of human nature, and deprived morality of 
many (^ its ftrongeft fanflions. 

Lord Shafiesburv, about the beginning of the 
laft century, gave no finall degree of celebrity to the 
idea, that rewards were derogatory to the notion of 
genuine goodnefs. He was a n^an of delicate feelings, 
and one. on whom the feqtimeiits of honour and fhame 
made the deeped impreflions. For this reafon, judg- 
ing of others by himfelf, he thought thofe motives 
quite fufficient for all the purpofes of morality and 
virtue ; and, without taking a general view of human 
nature, extended his reafoning from partiadart to uni^ 
verfaUj without much regard either to logic or expe. 
rience. *' I have known a building," fays he, 
** which, through the oiEdouIhefs of the workmen, 
had been fo fliored and (krewed up on the fide where 
they pretended that it had a leaning, that it has at la^ 
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Ikoi turned to the contrary fide and overthrown. 
There has fomcthing, perhaps, of this kind happened 
in morals. Men have not been content to Ihew the 
natural advantages of honefty and virtue ; they have 
rather leflened thofe, the better, they think, to ad- 
vance another foundation, viz. an orthodox Faith, on 
pain of Damnation. They have made virtue fo mer- 
ceiuuy a thing, and have talked fo much of it* r/- 
wardi^ that raie cannot tell what there is in it, after 
all, which can be worth rewarding ; for to be bribed 
only, or terrified into an honefl pradice, befpeaks lit- 
tle of real honefty or worth. We may make, it is true, 
' whatever bargain we think fit, and may bellow our 
. &vours ; but there is no excellence, or wifdom, in vo- 
luntarily rewarding what is neither eftimable nor de- 
' lerving ; and if virtue be not truly ellimable in itfelf, 
I can fee nothing eftimabte in following it for the iake 
of a bargain. 

'* If the love of doing good be not in itfelf a nght 
and good inclination, I know not how there poflibly 
can be any fuch thing as goodnefs or virtue. If the 
indiiiadon be right, it is a perverting of it to apply it 
Iblely to the reward, and make us conceive fuch won* 
ders of the grace and favour which is to attend on 
virtue, when there Is fo little Ihewn of the intiinfic 
worth or value of the thing itfelf." 

The fame fentiments are rather more forcibly e^ 
preffed by an Eleve * of the fame fchool, in thefe 
words :— 

'* Mr. 0AriD VTiLLtAm. Sec hit DiCvuifei, vol. ii.' 

•< Moral 
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** Moral happinefs, the higheft obje£t of the fid4 
*nan wifh, which not only renders our aftual exift* 
ence worth having, but infpires us with poetic frenzy, 
makes Us create imaginary worlds, and extend our ex- 
iftence into Paradife, Elyfium, or Heaven, to [jerpe- 
tuate our enjoyment. This univerfal idol, and unlverfal 
motive to purfuit and a£tioD, wants only to be under- 
fiood to be enjoyed. We do worfe than lofe our time* 
if we feek it at a diftance, or in ima^nary regions ; for* 
it is with us, and every moment is facred to its plea- 
fures. It is the effeft of Order, Vigour, AcTivitt* 
in the principles of our minds, which confUtutes GUI' 
virtue. It is the refult of juftand natural difpofitions in' 
men, and of principles in fociety (wonderful difcovery !), 
which conftitutes public virtue ; and this refult is the 
effeft of caufes, as regular, as certain, as neeejpiry, at 
thofe which produce day and night, fummer and win- 
Icf. If all men were capable of comprehending thtf 
order of nature in the moral world, all men would 
be virtuous. Rewards and punifhments are the expe- 
dients of ignorance and vice, and they will as fooa 
produce day and night, fummer and winter, as they 
will, trje and genuine moral happinefs, in any one in- 
flance. You will not wonder, when I tell you, that 
temperance and moderation are neceffary to the ri^t 
arrangement of all your afTeflions ; to that natural or- 
der of your principles, which makes you virtuous ; to 
fit you for your proper ftation in fociety, where all 
the principles that unite -^oujhould be fo reftrained and 
tempered, as to harmonize, coalcfce,. and produce an 
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(Se£l, 'which alone is real happinefs. You are not ta 
be furprifed, when I fey this, that I ffiould fuppofe 
myfelf to be entitled to your attention -, for I hold be- 
fore you the utmoft att^ment of man, in its proper 
and only place, tfhere alone it is poffible Cfor him J 
to attain it. Nay, I hold it before you, when your 
nunds are calm ; when reafon, unmolefted by h(^)es 
and fears, can moft freely fee and judge, and when 
alone the mind ihould chufe and determine. The de< 
lirium of the* pailions, tike intoxication firom liquor. 
Is unfriendly to the judgment ; and thole, who can- 
rafo for Heaven, merely by the hopes and fears of men 
worked into frenzies, are jufl fuch moralifts, jufl fuch 
honed men, as thofe who intoxicate their followers, to 
enable them to make a right and proper choice of fe- 
nators and legiflators." 

"Whoever were the theologians alluded to i» theie 
two paffages, their ignorance, or want of feeling, is to 
be pided, if they contented themfelves with difplaying 
only foine of the fanfUons of virtue, without giving 
any idea of its intrinfjc beauty. I perfeftly agree with 
the Authors cited above, that virtue only wants to be 
Jfetit in order to command our aifedionate regard. 
The moft abandoned of mankind often pay it this r«y 
fpe& in the character of others, that it has loft its in> 
Huence over their own. But, fo far from inculcating 
▼irtue by mercenary confiderations, our beft divines 
join ifllie with the Deifl, in allowing that virtue is its 
own reward— that our converfation here mull qualify 
lU for that blelTed fociety which we exped to join 
5 hereafter. 
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bereafter. That purity of heart and life, and the fub* 
lime duties of a Chriftian, are necelTary ingredients in 
our charafter, without which we would be utterly in- 
difpofed for the enjoyment of that blifs which chiefly 
confifts in the love of order, in the exercife of the 
fublimer and more amiable faculties of the foul, and 
of the focial virtues in their higheft perfedion, fax be* 
yond any thing we can at prefent imagine. They did 
not learn this fublime truth from the Deift — they and 
the Deift both learned it from him who afiures us, 
diat without hoUnefs no one can fee God .- a truth, in- 
culcated by our Poet in every page, and fhadowed 
forth under all the various imagery of his virions. 

With regard to the idea of future punilhmeuts, I 
believe no perfon acquainted with human nature will 
fuppofe, that the fear of punifhment is a fufEcient bafu 
for the^pradice of genuine virtue. The principal ef. 
fed it can have is, to reftraln from vice ; that, how* 
ever, is, in our prefent Hate, a neceflary reftraint. But 
the idea of it did not ori^nate with thofe wretched 
theologians alluded to above. It arofe from no fordid 
or felfifb idea, even when we confine ourfelves to its 
proofs from reafon. On the contrar)', it can be traced 
to a much fublimer motive, to that moral fenfe of 
right and wrong *, that idea of juOice which is almolt 
inftantaneoufly imprefled upon us by our connexions 
with mankind. It is of the fame date with our no< 
tion of the difference of good and evil, and our coa- 
fcioufnefs that we are accountable creatures. Tills has 

* See Preliminary ElTaf to the Infekno. 

been 
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been touched oh before; and it vas obferved, that 
as this account is not re^larly taken here, we there- 
fore conclude, or rather We feet^ from the fug- 
gefUons of reafdn and confdence, th&t it mufl be 
given hereaiter; but I was obliged, in the courfe of 
the enquiry, and to connect the plan of the different 
parts df the Poem, to revert to it again in this place. 
Such an internal aipiment as this, which fprings up in 
the heart of every man, has a greater wdght'with it, 
than all the reafonings of philofophy put together; 
and is very improperly objefted to, by thofe who rea- 
fon, and often reafonjuftlyjfrom their internal feelings. 
Neceffity, and the natural equity of man, induce him 
to ftrivc to corred vice. By the interference of pain 
and the fan^on of punifliment, and when we defpair 
of finding on earth any means fufficiently forcible to 
check the triumphs of injuflice, we naturally appeal 
to Heaveii. 

From this natural notion of juftice, we account for 
the univerfolity of this idea of future rewards and 
puniihments, and not from any fuppofed inSuence of 
prieftcraft. We nowhere can trace the notion of the 
foul's immoi'tality, but we fmd evidence for the dif- 
ferent conditions of men in another life. Iliefe two 
opinions bang thus infeparably connefted, ii is eafy to 
judge which is the natural and primary opinion, and 
which is the confequence deduced from it : it is not the 
expectation of living, that makes us infer a judgment 
to come ; but the love of right, one of the nobleft 
principles of our nature. The abhorrence of vice and 
injuftice makes us fee the neceffity of pofthumous re- 

VoL.IL E tribution. 



Dictized by Google 



L 50 ] 

tiibution, and thence we infer a ftate of pofthumouf 
confcioiifnefs, and fee the neceOity of a prq>aratorj' 
difcipline in this life ; which, if we fufler to have iti 
due effeO, will prevent our punishment in another. 

But, to come dofer to the point, we Ihall firfl en- 
quire, how far fentiment alone would fupport the caulie 
of morality and virtue, without any r^ard to the 
common fandions, and on the fuppofition that no fuch 
confiderations as rewards and puniOiments exifted even 
in idea ; taking at the fame time the virtues and vices 
of mankind on an average, as we find them in the 
world, without reprefenting them in a better or worie 
Rate than they really are ? And next, we fliall enquire 
how fit the idea of rewards and puniihmentt tends to 
lelTen the moral dignity of human nature f We ftiall 
fuppofe a fodety of mankind, innocent at leait from 
fi£tual vice, thrown upon fome defert ifland, under the 
neceflity of forming fome fodety together; with the 
feeds of all thdr natural pafljons and defires yet lying 
dormant, and what is commonly called the moral 
fenfe, or natural confcience, fublimated to that exalted 
degree in which it is generally found, or fuppofed, in 
the bed chara£ters; we mull fuppofe them without 
the idea of a moral governor, that is without natural 
religion. The idea of a moral governor involves the 
notion of pofthumous retribution, at teall of fanffions; 
and we want to fee what is the genuine momentum of 
moral fentiment, without any bias, or fuperadded force, 
from extraneous confiderations. There are, we know, 
many propenfmes in human nature, iimocent in them> 
felves, and in a certain degree, but criminal and pemi- 
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cious when they pafs it. Even what are called the fo 
dal paffions, come under this defcription. Why need 
we inftance the natural defire between the fexes ? What 
tragedies has it occafioned, when it has palTed the 
l)ounds of reafon and judice? Benevolence, in thi« 
fituation, becomes prodigality; and a due fenfe of our 
own dignity becomes intolerable pride, the fource of 
all the diflbcial palHom. Self-prefervation, the firl^ 
law of nature, fooa degenerates, into felhihnefs, and 
fmoiher* :dl the virtues in thdr cradle. In this cata- 
logue 4e do not know where to Hop ; and will fenti- 
ment alone Ihew us that nice point in which our na> 
tural and original defires, implanted by the hand of 
our Creator, degenerate into vice ? Is the eye of the 
taind fo accurately fleady, and fo nicely difcriminating, 
93 to perceive, in erery inilance, where the different 
fiiadet and lights melt into each other ? Were we al- 
ways fubje& to the unbialTed guidance of reafon, fome- 
thii^ like this might be expeded; but we are expofe4 
Co &du£Hon by two very powerful condudors, par- 
tiality to ourfelvcs, and the teroptadoa ariling from ex- 
tonal objedx. The dread of confequences to our- 
fi^tves, and the exigences of fodety, you will lay, will 
be fuffident reftraints ; but what (hall rellrain us from 
fecret and faccefsfiil crimes, when we fliall be tempted 
to think the imerefts of fociety uninjured by us ? Are 
tiie interefts of ibciety the only confideration? Does 
■ot the coitfdoulhefs of our being accountable, point 
out a moral governor ? Dread of confequences, in any 
refpeft, if admitted as a motive, Jhows the neceflity of 
Ibme other fandion befides our own moral fentiments, 
£ 3 and 
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aiid is in reality giving up the queftion ; for the necef* 
fity of fandions being admitted in any ftage of fociety, 
eftabliflies the principle efFeftuaily. Befides, we inuft 
repeat an obfervation made before, that this mora) 
fenfe is very weak in fome ftages of fociety ; this is a 
fa£l known by experience, it improves in a direfl pro- 
portion with the advancement of fociety.. It is well 
known to have the greateft influence therej'-where the 
idea of penal CinSions have been the longeft eftabHih. 
ed. It is known to be pofterior every where, in its 
progrefs, to the confideraition of penal fandions. Are 
we not to conclude from this, that the former is 
founded upon the latter ? If not, we give up plain ex- 
periment for theory; the proofe from indu£lion we " 
poftpone to the argument a frtor't, and pervert every 
rule of found logic and found reafoning. 

Upon the whole we may obferve, that to make fenti- 
ment thejudge of fentiment, is to make the fame facul- 
ties both party and judge ; it renders us liable, where any 
paflion is concerned, to overlook the mental extreme 
for the middle point, to forget the tnental parallax. Our 
infUnfts are natural ; that is, they are defigned by na- 
ture to produce certain ends compatible with the dic- 
tates of reafon and the calls of fociety. When they 
get beyond thefe bounds — IJften how fophiftically they 
plead for theinfelves,That they are parts of our nature, 
and only ad according to her didates ! They will ap- 
peal, indeed, to their reafon ; and what is this when 
analyfed ? It is not (according to them) the confidera- 
tion of our relations to fociety, or to a moral gover- 
nor, according to Clarke j it is not utility, acoB^g 
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to Hume ; but it is to make our natural impulfes the 
judges of our natural impulfes. Thus they argue in a 
circle^ and what the tendency of their arguments is, let 
the impartial reader judge firom modem works of fen* 
timent, where other fanfUons are excluded. 

Let it be obferved once for all, that it is not meant 
to deny the efficacy of the moral fenfe; its didates con- 
firm with efied the lelTcms we learn from reafon ia 
fodety, nor does its impreflions lefs inculcate on us 
the necdEty of that retribution in futsre, which we 
fee does not take place here. 

We are next to examine the influence of the idea of 
pofthumous compenlation, exclufively confidered, on 
our charaders as rational agents. And here we IhaU 
jwevioufly obferve, that if the moral fenfe were not li- 
able to deviation ft-om the infufions of paflion and 
other extraneous caufes ; if its didates were always in- 
£Uiible, always as powerful as it generally is found in the 
moft exalted charafters ; would any one take upon him 
to lay, that this foUtary principle would be fufficient to 
overcome the habitual indolence of mankind in moral 
purfuitg ? Would it alone give him that vigorous acti- 
vity which certainly was defigned to be his charafter ? 
Suppofmg he were pofleffed of this aftivity, would its 
diftates be fufficiently ftroog to keep his palfions always 
within proper bounds, to fay, " Hitherto thou ihalt 
go, and no farther ?" I fear not — at leaft it cannot be 
fi^ipofed, until we can afluredly fay that the moral 
fenlie was the fole and Angle motive which always 
raifed the fage^ the faint, and the hero, to the exalted 
pitch of charader which they attained. That the con< 
£ 3 fideration 
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fideratiou of rewards and puniihtnents b a motire leA 
exalted than the moral fenfe, is not denied j at the fame 
time, all the arguments urged by Shaftefbury and others, 
in laTour of its exclusive title, would prove too much) 
fo^" had it that imperial fovereignty which their argu^ 
ments prefume, we would no longer be Tohmtary but 
neceflary agents; and as the law oi England fuppofes of 
the king, we eouJd do no wrong. 

With a view to the influence on our intelledual fiu 
culties, the idea of pofthumous retnbution has an effed 
undeniably lalutary. It prefervei the mind in the ha- 
bitual pra^Hce of ftudying relations, of comparing mo* 
tives, of deducing confequences, and examining the 
alternate preponderancy of things prefent and of things 
to come; in weighing the different momenta of impulfe 
^nd reafon, and of judging according to their refpecr 
five merits. Is not this the very mode of education 
which Providence feems to have adopted for our 
moral and intelle£hial improvement, with regard to the 
affairs of this world? Is there any of our intelle&ual 
faculdes which is not improved and ameliorated by 
this procedure, tp an high degree ? If forefight be 
the fovereign ingredient in prudence, if prudence be the 
bafis of all our virtues, nothing can be of more import* 
ance than the operation of diftant obje^ on the hu- 
man mind. In a moral view, diefe motives have this 
important ^ed, that they ferve as a falutary check 
upon the wild ezcurfiont of that double-faced genius, 
known to modems by the name of Sentiment, whofe 
di&ates are almoft (fuch is the efied of uniting difiis 
lent ideas under the fame terms) as ambiguous as the 
3 oraclpa 
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oracles of old. In another view, the circumftance of 
thofe compenfations being in that particular point of 
diftance, has an eSsQt of fovereign ufe. Were they 
nearer to us, and more fubjed to our contemplation, 
they would encroach upon our free agency ; and even 
upon our province as free aftors, in this fublunary 
world, the motives would overpower all others; were 
they at a greater diftance than the general term of hu- 
man life, they would probably have little or no in- 
fluence on the g^eral condufL As it is, their ^e£ts 
are fufGciently moderate to leave us the confcioufnefs 
of free agency, in weighing remote confequences againft 
prefent impulfes. Thefe matters ftand in the fame 
pofition with refped to us, as the fun is obferved to 
hold with regard to this planet : were it nearer to us, 
we fliould perifh from the extreme of heat ; a more 
diftant fituation would have a fimilar eSo&, from the 
rigours (^ extreme cold: his precife pofition is the 
fource of life and vigour, as the diftant views of future 
profpeOs are the nobleft improvementr of human rea- 
foD, and the beft fecurity for the freedom of the will. 
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CANTO THE FIRST. 



ARGUMENT. 

The Poets rc-afccodat the Foot of the Mountain of Pkobatiok, 

where they meet the Spirit of Cato of Utica, who infonna 

them of the prevtout Ceremoiuei. They take their Journey to 

the Sea-ihorct and prepare for thdr EainDce into the Regiaaa 

of LuSTKATtOH. 

IjUT now the barque, that wafts the Mufe and -pie, 
DiTplays her canvafs on the fmoother fea, 

Abd leaves the horrible expanfe behind : 
Scourg'd by the tempell of eternal wratfi, 
U now is giv'n to other climes to breathe. 

Where the pure Spirit foars, from fm refin'd« 

n. 

Pu^e off the Stygian gloom, forfake the dead, 
And o'er a milder Zone your pinions fpread ; 

Queen of immortal fong ! thy help I claim : 
lliat harmony infpire, whofe powerful itrain 
Struck mute the clamours of the holUle train, 

Whole overthrow enhancM the Musz's fame. 

St4ii%a a. Sm 6.— Tit Mvtz't Jimt.^ 

Di ad It Piebt trnftri /eitlir»t tie. 

The CoMeft of the Mufe* wkh the Daughters «f Piintui of 

Pella, in Macebomia, (vide Ond. Met. lib. v«^ nay be a 

.yiytha* 
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TTie Orient fapphire of the deep ferene, 
Sp^ad her young glories o'er the op'ning fcen^ 

Thro* all the-.faft fubhinar vaolt ahr : 
How foft was then the Zephyrean plume 
Of mom ! to me efcap'd the Stygian gloom. 

And damp'd with many a fcene of deep defpair, 

IV. 

Now, twinkhng clear, the harbinger of day 
Look'd from his Ihrine, and all the Eaft was gay ; 



mytbological account of the Civiltiatioti of that Northern Trafl, 
by ■ Colony from the South of Greece, which graduaUy intro- 
duced the RehgioDt the Sciences, and the Arts, which they had 
acquired (ram more poltlhed Countries. The remote conlequencei 
of that event prepared the enUghtened part of the Globe for the 
noft important PoUtical Changes, firlt under the aufpices of the 
Macedohiak Hero, and then under the Romans, who availed 
themfehes of his Conquefts. The mental Revolutions to which it 
^Tc occalion, were no lefs remarkable. By this meaas, Literature 
was dHTcminated to a greater extent than could have otherwife 
been expedcd. The tranfmiflJon of Science was facilitated by the 
ready means of Communication through a great Empire, by a Lan- 
guage ahnoQ univerfal — and this conllituted the great medium by 
which the Chriftian Rehgion was afterwards propagated. 

It n remarkablci that the Conqueft of this and the adjacent 
CouDtries, by a race of Scythiahs, in the 15th Century, fliould 
have diffufed a tafte for Literature and the Sciences over the Weft 
of Europe.— Such arc the advantages of Geographical Situation, 
iHiich often lus a confidcrablc fharc in fornung the Humaii l^ha.- 

Her 
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Her rifing beam the wat'ry fign conceal*d t 
(Hid, by ezcefs of light,) I look'd around. 
And fpy'd, within the pale noftumal bound. 

Four ftars in Paradife alone beheld. 

V. 
Alas ! how faintly gleams our Northern Pole, 
Compared with thefe celefUal orbs that roll 

Their endlefs journey round the Southern flty ! 
Half dazzi'd with their beams, I tum'd again . 
To fpy the Northern Charioteer in vain, 

The Pole, and flanung guards efcap'd mine eye. 

VI. 
When, lo ! before my wond'ring eyes appears. 
In hoary majefly, a man of years. 

On the world's verge ; with holy rev'rence thrill'd: 
I look'd } his locks were ^rinkl'd o'er with gray. 
His iGlver beard upon his bofom lay. 

His mien augufl: with awe my bofom fill'd. 

VIL 

Th* Antarftic light, wide hov'ring, feem'd to blend 
Its living rays, and round his temples bend 

Sf. n. I. 6. — Four Stari.1 Said b^ the Commentaton to de- 
note the four Cardinal Vutuet — Pkudihce, Justice, TiMrs- 
&ANCE, andFoKTiTUDi:— HliftinfUy (Kn,but at a i^dnrf , od the 
firft eotrance into a courfe of ReformatioD. 

St. -n. 1. 1 /I Mm of Ttari."} Cato, of Uticj, the p«t 

example of Sbif-obnial j thence fuppofed to be a proper Guaa- 
diu of the entrance to the Regioiu of Luftntioa. 
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A fiery diadem of various lights . 
As half amaz'd, I met his fcorcbing beam ; 
** Mortal !*' he cry'd, " how did you ftem the Aretat^ 

That rolls in thunder down the gulph of night i 

vm. 

** What guiding lamp, your direful progrefs led. 
Thro* the pale manfions of the fentenc'd dead. 

When darknefs hides the vale with dragon {dume ? 
Who dare infringe our everlafting laws 1 
What Venturous hand, the fentenc'd fimier draws 

To my dread lodge, from Hell's eternal gloom ?* 

IX. 

Awe-ltruck, I Hood ; till many a lignal, giv'n 
By the harmonious meflenger of Heav'n, 

Taught me due homage to the hoary Sage. 
Then anfwer'd he, " Not of myfelf I came ; 
A Sunt, infpir'd by love's eternal flame, 

This wand'rer gave in charge-— a facred pledge 1 

X. 
** Bat fmce 1 now percdve a ftrong defire 
In thee, his former fortimes to enquire. 

No wilh of thine, by me ihall e'er be crofs'd : 
This mortal never took a laft furvey 
Of the glad precin£ls of the cheerful day, 

Tho' Frenzy drove him near to Charon's coalt 

XL 

•* A few Ciort journies of the circling Sun 
Had nearly feen his race of folly run ; 
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The mandate from above a Cherub gave : 
I came, commiffion'd thro' the Stvgian reign 
To guide his fteps, and fhew the fentenc'd train. 

No {lighter means the wayward wretch could iaT& 

xn. 

** I fliew'd the penal Bands in fad review, 
And now muft lead him to the nobler crew ; 

Who thrid the painiiil pafs to life and light : 
And ftiew between the living and the dead. 
The toiling candidates of Heav'n, that tread 

The Heep afcent, thro* many a fearful rite. 

xm. 

*' Long were the labour, all his 'fcapes to tell. 
His dire encounters in the gulph of Hell ; 

But thro* the fhadowy world, a mighty arm, ' 
With giant wafture, bore deep to deep 
His mortal weight, and up the thund'ring deep. 

Thro* many a dreadful gloom, and fiery ftorm. 

XIV. 
** He came by inftinft to this lonely fliore. 
Verging on Heav'n, to learn the genuine lore 

Of Liberty, from him, who pour'd his blood 
To ranfom Rome from CjESar's regal yoke. 
For Her, from life's ignoble bonds you broke, 

And to her fons the price of freedom ihew'd. 

Si. xi». /• 3. — 0/ Libirtj-I The Liberty mentioned here it 
Moral, or rather Chriftiaa Libertf. But why Dam te puts thli 
spobgyfor Suicide in the mouth of ViKGiL,is noteafy tu divine^ 
uolels be makei lum fpeak accordiog to the ideas that prevailed to* 
nuch ia fomc aget of Rome. 
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** The mangl'd fbrni^ which theii yon flung awajr/ 
Shall brave the thiinder of the dootnful daj ; 

All ladiant rifing from the yawning tomb t 
Lover of Jufljce ! know that Heav'n's decree 
Was never yet infring'd by him or me ; 

Still cloth'd in duft, he waits the final dooni. 

XVI. 
** I am a tenant of that lower Zone, 
Where Marcia dwells, who claim'd thee for her own; 

With thee content the fad reverfe to (hare : 
When Rome and Freedom totter'd to their &ll> 
O think from us you hear ber fainted call. 

And tend in gentler mood a fuppliant pray*r. 

xvn. 

** Permit us to "explore our toilfome way. 
Thro* the feven penal climes that own thy fway j 

Then 1, retiring to my dark fojoum. 
Will {hew your Marcia in the fields of Fate, 
The wonders of your Heav'n-appointed ftate. 

If Fame you feek beyond the Stygian bourne. 

xvin. 

** Light of my eyes ! while yet flie liv'd," he cry'd, 
** No boon flie crav'd in life, was e'er deny'd : 

But other laws departed Spirits know : 
Nor muft I liften to the fervent pray'r 
Of thofe, for ever fentenc'd to defpair. 

Whom Acheron's dull current keeps below. 
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XK. 
** But Ihould a meflenger of Mtha ddgn 
To lead you« thro' the tenements of pain> 

As you pretend j let no inftdious note 
By adulation breath'd, your accents tune. 
Suffice h, Heaven command ; I giant the boon— 

And hail the iavourM Mortal's happy lot ! 
XX. 
** Go then, and where yon* bank repels the wave, 
A nifhy girdle cull, and gently lave 

His vii^e, with a wan eclipfe o'ercaJl } 
Then deanfe him from thefe deep Cimmerian ftains, 
Contraded in thofe Heav'n-abandon'd plains, 

licft Heav'n's bright Minifter. his courfe arrelL 

XXL 

** No vapour from the Stygian pool below 
Mult ftain tbe purenefs of that favour'd brow. 

That hopes to pafs his fcrutinizing eye : 
That foften'd foil beneath is known to feed. 
With genial fap, the low and fiexile reed, 

Tl^t cin^res ftill, for fouls contrite, fupply. 

xxn. 

** No fl^owy forpfts here allure the fight, 
Np loQg, green alleys promife cool dehght ; 

St, xh.J A Tcry proper Reproof to Vikgil* (fee Stuixa si*t) 
indmating, that Cato knew he fpoke like a Poet in that estiaor- 
dtBarycomplimciit— ;*<the CharaAcr of Ancient Republican, is well 
prefervcd thron jhout.'' 

St. XK(t.] The ncceflky of HatoiHt^i and our refignation to 
the Dinite Will, aa die firft ftep to Pcniteoce, ii here all^Eo- 
ricaDj delcnbcd. 

Vol. n. F Nor 
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Nor plant nor ftem is here : of Itubbom grain 
TTie reed alone, that loyes the wat'ry dale. 
And bends with ev'ry motion of the gale, 

VelU the low borders of the myflic plain. 

xxm. 

" To this low llrand, your footfteps turn no more j 
The rifing Sun, that foon will gild the fliore. 

Your paflage up yon' eafy flope will ^de.'* 
Thus fpoke the Sage, and inftant difappear'd ; 
Slow rifing frpm my knees, my looks I rear'd 

To Mantua's Bard, for ^ords were yet deny'd, 

XXIV. 

** Follow my fteps," he cry'd, with nuld command, 
** Whirl'd the water flielves the lowly ftrand. 

With gentle flope defcending tp the plain." 
He ceas'd, and pointed to the eadem flty ; 
The pate wave trembl'd, in the morning eye. 

Shedding her long beams o'er the wat'ry plain. 

XXV. 
Silent, we meafur'd down the deep defrent, 
like men on fome ambiguous miflion bent ; 

That ufelefs feems, till time its end difplay ; 
Now Sol's afcendbg beams the dews exhale } 
I faw them mount upon the morning gale, 

Ja if afpiring to eclipfe the day. 

XXVI. 
f * Come ! ere the moment of luftration paft. 
Condemn oui fioth," be cr/d^with pious hafte} 



Ad4 
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And (loop'd, to fweep away the morning dew. 
I guefs'd his purpofe foon, and bending low. 
My pallid foce fu£Fus'd with drops of woe, 

I felt him cleanfe the deep Cimmerian hue. 

xxvn. 

Refi-eih'd, at length we reach the &tal fband. 
No vent'rous failor e'er retum'd to land. 

That in this water dip'd the parting oar : 
The ready dndure there, my limbs embrac'd ; 
Tet when the defolating hand had pals'd, 

Embattled foon they rofe, and clad the fliore. 

Si. xztu. /. 6.—EjHbiai!td foe» they ro/e.'} Intended to Xuftrate 
tbe produ^Tc nature of the Giriflian lirtuea, wbtn duly cuki> 
ntcd-rTo bm liat batb, fioB ie ghen. 



9N0 OF THE PIRST CAHl^. 



Ffl 
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CANTO THE SECOND. 



ARGUMENT. 

The Pecti, arriviiig at the Shore, tpy » Veflel fteering to the Laai) ( 
ht numnerof foiliiig, aitdits^deDger*,delcnbed. Among thefe, 
Dints necti with the deputed Spirit of Casella, in ancient 
Friend of hii, with iriioin he enten into conver&tioiit till thej ve 
interrupted by the Guarditn of thb Place 



JN OW on Heav*n*8 verge anivM, the jocund Sun, 
Who OB old Zion's hallow'd tiills at noon 

Had bok'd dircft, and gilt her gUtt'rmg fanes; * 
SIoT-handed Night reversed his dxm car 
O'er India, in her van appear'd die Star, 

Whofe radiant balance ne'er at reft remaini. 

n. 

Aurora late had ris'n from Tithon's bed. 
Her wan cbed^ tum'd at length td rofy red. 

While far along the chiding beach ve ftray'd } 
Slowly we march'd, but Fancy fped b^re. 
And view'd our coming perils o'er ^nd o V> 

Full on the tablet of the mind difplay'd* 
Fj 
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in. 

Soon, as the fiery eye of Mars afar. 

Thro' the dim evening looks revenge and wafi 

O'er Ocean's brim, retiring to the weft. 
Seaward, a red wing'd meteor feem'd to fweep ; 
No waving plume, that fldnu the toiling deep. 

Sped o'er the fwelling flood with equal hafte. 

IV. 
I lum'd to Maro, with an anxious eye. 
And look'd again, along the morning flcy } 

The coming fplendour feem'd to gild the flood 
. With brighter glance, and more diverging rays j 
And now, difcem'd amid the ftmny blaze. 
Its newborn beam a fecond glory Ihow'd. 

V. 

Silent, my Guide obferv'd the meteor wave J 
f ut v^en th' expanding wing the fignal gave. 

The Pilot and the pinnace both, he knew ; 
•* This inftant bend the fupptiant knee," he cry'dj 
** With lifted hands falute the Heavenly Guide; 

Soon ottier forms like his, fliall meet your view. 

VL 

*' See, what the reasoning pride of man confounds! 
No lab'ring oar divides thofe liquid bounds. 

No Shifting -eanvafs courts the hallow'd gale ; 
Ton* heav'nward-pointed plumes, from (hore to (hore. 
The veflelurge, contemning fail and oar; 

Sky-tinfhu'd plumes, that never change, or fail." 
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vn. 

"the dazzling ViTion now approafih'd the coaA^ 
My vifual powers, that fedn'd in glory loft. 

Sunt at the fplendour of the Seraph's look } 
\?hile the fwiit veflel, fteer'd by art divine. 
Scarce dip'd, but feem'd to fkim, the level brine j 

No billow on her fides, infulting, brbktf, 

Vffl. 
The heavenly Hlot at the helm Vas feen, 
A glimpfe of glory lightened in his mien : 

A ghofUy fliwtdton^ t'aok'd in dim array, 
Fill'd the long deck, twice fifty in a throng ; 
From ftem to ftem they rais'd a gen'ral fong. 

Of Israel's tiiiimph, and the foe's difmayj 

IX; 

£oon as the facred Ffalmody had ceasM, 
The welcome fign the ranfom'd crew releas'd j 

A.Tiii. /. 6.] The £rlt line of the 114th Pfalmia given here in the 
•riginat; and the whole la ftippofed to be fung by thvfe Spirits : 
•• When IsRiBL cdinc out of Egypt — the Sea faw it, add fled.'* 
If is explained by all Commentaton, as defcribing prophetically the 
redcmptioD of our nature from fin and mifery, by the mediation of 
our Savioui'. " If the divine prefence had fiich an effefl upon 
inanimate matter, bow bught it to operate upon rational ac- 
countable beings i Let us be ftruck with a fuitablc awe at the [ire- 
fence of God in the worid ; by his providence, and by his Spirit in 
our confcieQces> that fo we may have hope and courage in the day 
when he arifes to Ihake (erribly the earth ; when every ifland ihall 
Ay away, and the mountains Ihall be no more found." Home on 
(he 114th Piahn, 

F4 While 
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While on the f}iore» the difembodied band. 
New to thdr (late, and wond'ring at the view. 
Stood gazing, as the facred barge withdrew. 

With light wing fleering from the level ftrand* 

X. 

O'er all the plain, the gHtt'ring Ihafts of day 
I'ell thick, as verging from his lofty fway 

Pale Capricorn forfook the point of prime; 
The Bard, and me, at laJl the Phantonis fpy'd. 
And in a gen'ral peal of prayer apply'd. 

To leam the paffage to the hill fubtime. 

XL 

'* You think, perhaps," retura'd theMANTUAN Gmde, 
*' Strangers in our experience may confide ; 

But ive are (Irangers too : this hour beheld 
Our painful journey from the Gulph beloW ; 
No fportive voyage, but protra£ted woe, 

Whofe varied plagues almoft our manhood quelTd. 

XIL 

" Thofe Spirits, by my grofs material breath. 
Soon found, I ne'er bad pafs'd the gates of deaA, 

And gather'd all around, with pale amaze; 
As him whofe hand the peaceful olive brings. 
The thronging multitude furround in rings. 

And on each other tread, and julUing, gaze.** 

xra. 

So gaz'd thofe wand'ring Shades, abfoipt in thought. 
In fhort oblivion of their dreadful lot, 

6 And 
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And the feaiM fcrutiny fo foon to come; 
When they were doom'd to rife, by pain refin'd. 
From grofs fublunar dregs, to perfeA mind. 

And wing thdr voyage to th* empyreal dome. 
XIV. 
But one 1 foon efpy'd^ with eager halle. 
Flinging his fhadowy arms around my wailt; 

I try'd to clafp him trice, but {Irove in vain. 
Features of air ! how did you mock my fight! 
My empty hands I view'd with p^e affright. 

As tfaro' his fides they pais'd, tho' feen fo plain. 
XV. 
The I%antom fmit'd, to fee my pale furprize; 
Gliding away, while with infatiate eyes 

I foUow'd, Ibn rerolv*d to clafp a Shade, 
Till gently be advis'd me to forbear : 
The voice I knew, once mufic to my ear. 

And for a moment's converfation pray'd. 
XVI. 
•* Ah, friend!" he cry'dj '* that love, by Arho bred, 
.Still haunts this breafl, and bums among the dead j 

Nor time, nor iate, can damp that veftal Same: 
That foul<onneding tie commands my ftay. 
But who conduds you up this lonely way. 

When no embodied ibul before you came f 
XVIL 
** Ah, my Casella ! tho' this myfUc bourne 
I nach again, I muft to earth retom ; 

Si.xm. LL^mjCASLLLA} CiiBLLAWutncnuiKntMuficitt 
fif FiOKtHCS, M mucKbdoTcd hj our Poet, at the £uiu>iu Hinkt 

Cawit 
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But tell me, why you pa&'d the Gulph fo hte? 
Where have you linger'd, fmce you breath'd your lajl ?** 
« O blame not him" the Shade return'd in hafte, 

** Wbofe mandate cau&'d me long behind to vait ! 

xvm. 

* Full three revolving moons thdr crefcents clos'd. 
Since that great barrier, which our flight, oppos'd, 

Acrofs the midland Gulph, was fwept away: 
Now frighted Ghofh, in a feftive flioal, 
Alt borne in triumph to the nether Fote, 

Till the great Jubilbe's concluding daf. 

XIX. 
** In that bleft time, from earthly cares releas'^d, 
I ftra/d, \?bere Tyber fleeps on Neptcne's breart j 

The heavenly Pilot faw, and caD'd aboard : 
There dill be moors, and waits with ling'ring bil. 
For all, but tbofe who to the darkfome vale 

Of Acheron are doom*d| a race abhorr'd! 



Dawet wtahy Milleh,w1)o, m hit ^nnet to hU Mulical Friend, 
■oentions thii interview of DANte with Casella : 
— — " whom ke woo'd to fing. 
Met in the nulder SbBdefof PuitcATOiiy." 
St. xiiii. 1.6. —^fiK Jubilee'*] The Jubilee at Rom& wu 
iuppokd to he a time when a ceitaiq degree of favour was granted 
to departed SouU, u to the tenn of their probation. " At other 
timeS)" &)^ VsLLUTELLo, " the difembodied Sonli, deJigned 
for Piugatorf, are obliged to wait the allotted hour of emhaikatioB'i 
but in the year of Jubilee, all who are fele&ed for probadoot 
.•re-taken in pipmifcuouJlfi and without delay." 
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XX. 

*' If &e dread laws of this tnyllerioiu reigtt 
Permk you, ftill to fwell the lofty ftrain ; 

Let that foft modulated voice once more 
Relieve my foul beneath its mortal vrdgfat : 
Half funk, and Uruggling in the toils of Fate» 

Ere yet all6w*d to reach the happy fliore." 

XXI. 
Thus pray*d I, and with defcant foft and clear, 
(Even yet it feems to vibrate on my ear!) 

Of heav'nly love he fung, in fuch a ftrain. 
That in rapt bands the fquadrons of the dead 
Attentive throng'd around the tuneful Shade, 

And quite forgot their peril, and thdr pain. 

xxn. 

Even Maro*3 inighty mind confefsM the fpell, 
Far lels cotdd I the foft infedion quell; 

But foon a ftemer found the mufic broke : 
The tre mb lin g Shades recoil'd, when Cato came. 
And foon difpell'd the charm with eyes of flame. 

While his harlh mandate all th' aJTembly fliook. 

xxm. 

" Hence ! hence, ye negligent ! your toils begin i 
Haw dare ye linger on the verge of Sin ? 

Si. zxiii. t. i.] The danger of relaxation, and being drawn afide 
by aUuring objefts in the commencemcnt^f a rch'gioui courie> ia 
hoe potated out. Kothing To rekzet the vigour of the mind) neccf- 
Jaiy on thia owtioa, at fkafurc. The bterventioi) of Cato i> 

fiaclr 
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Go ! climb yon* my fteep» and purge away 
That Stvoian filma that clouds your mental li^i^ 
And hides irom you, in deep Cimmerian night. 

The glorious profpeft of eternal day !" 

XXIV. 
M ^en a flock of doves along the plain 
CoUed, with bufy bilU» the golden grain, 

i^d leave their quarrds, and thdr lores, at reft i 
If any foe the timorous flock furprife. 
They leave th' unfinifh'd fea&t to feek the flues, 

iUid find their lippetite by fear fuppre&'d. 

XXV, 
Thus Cato*8 voice his airy band controls, 
New to the habitudes of parted fouls j 

Vnth whirlwind fpeed they leave th' unfiniih'd foi^« 
And to Ae hill in fcatter'd bands repair. 
As men at random run, uijuiowing where ; 

Nor on the kaAeat veige we lingered long. 



6ndj chara£teriftic ; we think we fee the man who nfed Aouiw 
n npa yufoaruvM m^fett. k. t. X. ** It wu hit cnftom to resdo- hn 
conftitution hardy by the rooft fe?ere exercife, and to bear the 
eitremet of heat, and the meft rigaraHs ftanu of wintert whh un* 
cOTocd head i hi all leafaiu, he peifonned hit jooniej os bo^ 
fsoniing the ufe of any ichidc." Flut. in Catoni* 



XND 07 THE SECOND CANTO. 
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CANTO THE THIRD. 



ARGUMENT. 

The Tnvdlen prepare to tlcend tlie MouitUia, irluch tbcy find 
umeAScitk to dimbdum they bid imagined. They ftand awhile 
in hrpeafi:* tiH Ibme SpiHta whom they mnrt, dired then to find 
the deftined Path. A]itoDg thefe, they meet the Soul of Mak> 
FkBD* whowukiDediiithcbattleof CirxKAMO. 



In vide difperfion o^er the UcrtA field. 
Hie crowda by reafon or remorfe irapell'd, 

Fled to the Mount ; whik I remam'd below, 
Oofe to my futhful Guide : vnthout his aid 
Haw could my ieet the daog'rQUS pais inva^ 

Or bow fiumount the hill's m^yeftic brow? 

n. 

like one that waver'd on the verge of Fat^ 
Z iaw him ftand^ as if in deep debate. 

Or to renounce the labour, or begin : 
All penitent, he fecm'd to mourn hjs &ult.<— 
O matchleb dignity of ftainlefs thought !. 

That bitter items to jm the taflc of sin ! 
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UL 

While fenfe of deep decorum checkM hit hafte» 
I found the moment of illufion paft ; 

My rapt foul, kindling at the awfiil call 
Of our great miffion, dar'd a bolder flight : 
Anticipating that ftupendous height^ 

Whofe fummit feem'd to prop the heav'nly hall. 

rv. 

The Sun before me caA a. llanting ray. 

My length'ning ihadow feem'd to lead the vny ; 

No fecond Shade was feen : I tum'd with dread 
The Mantuan Guide to find } I deem'd him loft 1 
Turning with mild regard, the gentle Ghofl 

Reprov'd my caufelefs fears, by fancy bred. 

V. 
■* Could you fuppofe me gone ? Wbaf weak diftruA ! 
Behold yon' Sun, this moment fees my dull 

By Naples reft, impearl'd by evening dew! 
Which, wtyle I liv'd, with its attendant Shade, 
A breathing fubftance o'er Hesferia flray'd. 

By h1$ bright fplendours doubl'd to th^ view. 
VL 
*' But wonder not, if now ezpos'd to day. 
My fine-fpun ^ric thus admits the ray; 

L^ yon' Eethereal vault, that bends around. 
Where blending lights, with lights innumerous cro&'d. 
Meet unopposed, and not a beam is loft. 

For ever mingling in the blue profound. 

St. T. /, 6.— VIS higit,^lmlnrt} The Son's. 
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vn. 

** Why tfiefe flty-woven forms, that feem to fly 
AO mortal fenfe, can fuiTer and enjoy 

Heav'n'8 blifs, and all th' extremes of Bre and fro^ 
That Power that fo decrees, can bell explam: 
Created plummet founds that depth in vain. 

In that, as in the Trinal Union, loft. 

vin. 

** Too anxious mortals ! learn to be refign'd ; 
Could the deq> fecrets of th' Almiohty mind 

Be feen, nor Sin nor Saviour had been knovn: 
Befire to know, without the means, is giv'n 
7*0 fome, by the myfterious wUl of Heav'n, 

Among the torture of the nether zone. 

K. 

f* Great Stagikite! and there, Athenian Sage, 
For this your forrows flow from age to age. 

Nor do you weep alone." He hung his head; 
Alann'd to fee his fad deeded air, 
I look'd, and law the trace of wan defpair 

O'er his aerial lineaments difplay'd. 

Sr.TOJ. L6.^-«or SiitMr Sawem- had lifninowtiy !. e. " Ifnwa 
bad' known the real renfon of tbe firft prohibition, he would have 
known that the Tempter deceived himi when he told him, that, by 
catiog the forbidden fruit, be fhoold be u b God, knowing good' 
■nd evil; confequently, he would not have finned, and the necelBtf' 
^aS^Tiour would have been ruperfedcd." Lahdiko VellutbIi* 

1,0 AvOEtLVCCI. 
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X. 

On, by the mountain's hallowed foot, we paft, 
^d to a frowning ridge we leach'd at lad ; 

Far, far too fteep for human foot to cMmb : 
Thofe cloud-cap'd rocks, that feem to threat the flues« 
Where Lerici's proud coaft to Tarbia plies, 

Seem'd humble moIe-hHls, to this rock fublime. 

XL 
•* Who knows," exdaim'd my Guide, confus'd and 
•* Where Fate allows a pafs the hill to fcale ?" fpal^ 

Then, pondering, on the proud empalement gaz'd, 
** To mount yon' cliffs an eaglets wing requires!** 
Thus he, while meas'ring thefe tremendous ffHret, 

C^ their daHi: mifty brows I hdk'd am2z*d. 

xn. 

Scanning their mighty round, I fpy'd below 
A caravan of fouls, adrandng Sow, 

With foit pace, like the dial's moving ifaade ; 
By the tall rodt they feem'd to fiit along ; 
The Mantuam foon obferv'd the ihadowy throng 

Whofe welcome prefence aU his doubts allay'd. 

xin. 

•* Defpond no more !" the friendly Spirit cry*d ; 
** Thofe E^iantoms, if we &il, our fieps will guide; 

We'll intercqit them ibon, they march fo flow." 
I bow'd obedience: foon, with fiying pace. 
The third part of a league, or more, we trace, 

And now could reach them with a bended bow. 
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XIV. 
To die rude cliff, that, like the brow of nig^t, 
O'erlookM the pafs, they clung with wild afiright, 

Perufing my ftrange form, with haggard eyes, 
Confefling doubt and fear : but foon the Bard, 
Hailing the dark brigade with mild regard 

And fiiendly words, difpeU'd thdr new furprife. 

XV. 
"** Seleded Tenants of the op'ning tomb. 
Who here ^pointed to an hap[»er doom. 

Calmly a'ffait the formidable hand 
That moulds your hearts anew, our fuit befriend ; - 
Shew, where with eafier Oope thefe mountains bend, 

llie MENTAL PROGRESS Ul Can bear a ftand.** 

XVI. 
At Tenants of the fold in groupes advance. 
And fome fbange form perufe with timid glance. 

Each with upUfted head, and llartled eye; 
Thro' each the fympathy of wild amaze 
ConC^ous runs, till all, attentiTe, gaze 

On the new prodigy, they know not why. 

xvn. 

M they, obfequious to dior trembling Guide, 
Move, rally, ftop, and fliift from fide and fide; 

So, in Oow countermarch, from rear to van. 
Tile gholUy files advance, with meafur'd pace ; 
A deep compofure, and a manly grace, 

Touch'd vidi sethereal chann, thdr features van. 
Vol. U. G 
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xvm. 

But, when they fpy'd the intercepted Light, 
"Where my long fliadow mark'd the rocky height 

All tp its bafe, with figns of dread, retir'd j 
From rank to rank the pale infedion flew. 
And each advancing line as foon withdrew. 

Till my fage Guid? new confidence infpir'd^ 

XEC. 
** Before your queftion comes, I freely own 
This Spirit bears a wdght of blood and bone; 

And hence his tnoving fiiadow partq the <)ay ; 
But think not ye, that no fupemal call 
Invites him here to climb the mundane wall. 

And find to other worlds his uncouth way.'* 

Thus fpoke the Bard, and thus the fhadowy train 

Reply'd, " Your footfleps you muft trace again; 

Turn back with us, and try the right-rhand path.** 
They ceas'd. A Spirit from the crowd began : 
•' Whoe'er thou art, high-favour'd Son of Man, 

Try, if you know your friend, difguis'd by death," 

XXI. 
I tum'd me round, and mark'd his noble air, 
The gentle ViTion wav'd his golden hair. 

And inborn dignity his features fhow'd. 
As when the honours of the world he wore ; 
But half bis manly face was fteep'd in gore. 

Which from his wounded brow inceffant flow'd. 
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xxu. 

I try'd my recolle^ve powers in vain ; 
Still memory feem'd no veftige to retain 

Of fuch a form : at length his bofom, gor'd 
By mortal fteel, the mighty Phantom bjir'd ; 
** See Manfred here! Sicilia's King declared. 

Const antia's heir, difpatch'd by An jou's fword ! 

xxra. 

•* Go, tell my Daughter, (if you find the way 
"Where yet ftie lingers in the light of Day,) 

The tragic ftory of her Father's fate : 
I^c'd by two mortal wounds, I Ml in fight ; 
But, to th' eternal Source of Life and 14ght> 

Falling, I rais'd my foul, nor pray'd too late. 

xxrv. 

•* Tho* deep in crimes, that all-embracing arm, 
That faves the weepmg penitent from harm. 

If e'er, renew'd by grace, he turns to God, 
SaVd me : if proud Cozenza's lord had own'd 
That truth, he had not caft, from h^ow'd ground. 

My bones, to blanch by Verdes' fetal flood. 

XXV. 
** Nor this fuffic'd the malice of the Prieft, 
He curs'd me ; but eternal love releas'd 

The ranfom'd foul ; /bat hope but rarely dies 
While the pulfe plays : but he that holds in fcom 
'^be gofpel rites, mufl linger here forlorn. 
Thrice ten, for every year he Heav'n defies," 
Ga 
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IXVL 
** TTiis ftem decree, for ever fiic'd, r 
Unlefs prevailing prayers abridge his pains. 

O \ad my Daughter's vows improve my lot ! 
So may my wounded bofom know delight. 
When I, with others, take my timely flight. 

To purge my fin ; for Time by pray'rs is bought." 



f(^ From the tenor of the Poet's doAHnei from bit ri^ mon< 
litf, and the reafont mentioned in the Preliminary Dttcourfet I can 
fcarcely bimg myfcif to fnppofe, that Dahtii b thi« and other 
infianceS) meant to cncour^e hopes from a death-bed repentance^ 
or a few pioui thoughts on the article of death : but, if we taVe 
the allegorical fenfe, what he fays of fudden repentance, before ad- 
miffion to the rules of lulbation or penance, will apply to fuddea 
ConverGon: blUnces of which, no doubt) have occurred b all age*t 
more rarely, however, among profeflcd Chriftians. Even that exprcf- 
fioiii ** There is joy in Heaven over uttJiMiur that repenteth," ftc 
denotes how feldom we may cxped the occuireoce of fucb example*,' 
For the Stoiyof Mahfkio, Cee the Hiftorictl ElSiy prefixed t» 
the iHFSKMa. 



ZHD OF THE THIRD CAMTO. 
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CANTO THE FOURTH. 



ARGUMENT. 

ViKOiL and Dante leave the Society of Spiiits, among vrbom 

they had met with Manfked; and afcending by ananowpaft 

up the Mountain) perceive a number of Soula who had delayed 

thcirPeniteDcCi among whom they find the Spirit of BELACoiiA. 



When whelming forronn plunge the foul in night, 
Or joy difiufes round a golden light ; 

The mighty image all its power employs : 
All other forms, by RdTion's tyrant fway. 
On the fine tablet of the Mind decay. 

By anguilh Uotted, or exhai'd by joys. 

n. 

^o/econd foul (as feme too fondly deem) 
In Acjame bofom feels the fierce extreme 

Of blels or torture, while its fellow flrays ; 
And on the plume of Fancy rides fubUme, 
O'er many a moon-light fcene and magic clime. 

And no rude impulfe from loitbout^ obeys. 

St. i. /. 1.3 The ancieoti divided the foul into the animal, thefia- 
jEfttv, and the rat'wnal. On the culdvatioD of the latter, they held that 
«ur monl improvement depended. Sec Preliminary Ef&y, fed. in 

03 
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III, 
This truth my Spirit feiz'd without controt. 
While fix'd on Manfred, my abftra£led foul 

Percdv'd not, how the Day's afcending King, 
Two fliining decades of degrees had pafs'd. 
And more, fmce firft above the wat'ry wafte 
He woke the hours^ to dance their daily ring. 



But foon my Fancy drop'd her vagrant plume. 
When, clofe at hand, the Tenants of the tomb 

Exclaim'd, *' Behold the narrow pais you fought!** 
But, fuch a pafs ! a peafant, with his prong. 
That guards his viny colonnades from wrong. 

Could, with a fingle faggot, clofe the grot. 

V. 

No gentle flope the mounting pathway Ifaow'd, 
Leo's aerial ridge, that fronts the flood ; 

NoLi's afcent, B:smantua*s cloudy hdght. 
By human feet have oft been crofs'd of yore; 
But wings alone, methought, could wait us o'er 

Thofe rocks, that fcem'd lo tower above the fight. 

VL 
But ftrong defu-e to pierce the dark retreat. 
Gave ready pinions to our flying feet, 

Si.v. l.i.hso—'} Sanleo, a dty in the Doclifof Ukeiho. 
/.J. Noli— J A city between Finale and Satonaui 
the territory of Genoa. 
CiSHANTVA-.-] A hill in Lohbakdy. 

And 
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And Mab.0 feem'd a walking lamp before : 
A gloomy arch beneath the rock we paft, 
Whofe low-depending concave check'd our hafte. 

As low we crqit along the ftony floor. 

vn. 

-We pals'd die carem, and the ridge we climb ; 
With fwinuning eyes I view'd the height fublimej 

And call'd in hafte, " Ah ! whither mutt we moTe?" 
*' Plant well your foot," the cautious Bard reply'Uj 
** DeftruQion yawns below, if once you Aide j \ 

Another Guide irill meet you foon above." <■ 

vin. 

I look'd aloft, and fpy'd a rocky mound, 

Whofe fummit feem'd to fuerce the blue profound : 

From this ftupendous wall the fight recoit'd. 
Above th' aerial Gulph, fuperb, and fleep. 
The barrier ftood, and feem'd aiar to keep. 

All lefs than Angels, from its bar exil'd. 

a, 

" O Father, ftop!" Icry'd; "or here below 
I muft remain, a fpeftacle of woe !" 

*' Yet one exertion more," the Poet cry'd, 
^d fliow'd a rocky ledge, abrupt and high. 
That feem'd fufpended in the middle Iky, 

Bordering ail round the rocky circuit wide. 

X. 

Spurr'd by the high command, aloft I fpmng. 
And to the beetling rock, iniUn^ve, clung } 

G4 TiU 
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Till that aereal round I reach'd at lall : 
Beneath its folemn brow, in profped, lay 
The various world ! above, the Lord of Day, 

O'er land, and fea, a fmile of radiance caA. 

XL 
Eaftward I look'd, and faw the Sun, <£fniay'd; 
How to the right he call my following Shade, 

Kindling the northern Iky with wheeb of flame. 
The Poet &w my doubts, and thus began : 
•* If now, between the Twins, yon* chariot nn. 

His beams would gild the Bear's unwieldy frames 

xn. 

•• Such is his rule, unlefs th' Almiohtt cause. 
Would deign to change his long-eftablifli'd laws : 

lliis truth is clear, if you recal to mind. 
That holy Zion's fpires, on Asia's coaft, 
Down to the Nadir point, while here opposed. 

We leave her fummit, half the world behind. 

xm. 

" When morning on the verge of Heav*n appears 
To us, revolving on th* eternal fpheres. 

Fair Cynthia, with her ftars, illumes their Pok; 
That car, \^ch Phaeton could ill command. 
Thus mm, difpenfmg light irom land to land, 

Crofles the line, and turns from goal to goal : 

Si. xi, xii, liii.] By tliii pcriplinfii, the Poet meaiu, that th; 

Sun't coutie, to tbofe in the Southeni hemifphere, (■mbtn he no* 

wu,) fccmed to be diit£ted thrangh the Northcni eoallcBirioi. — 

3 The 
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XIV. 
** That Une, which Winter's rigid rdgn divides, 
And that bleft clime where Summer (till prefides. 

Southward is feen from Palestine to rim ; 
"With us, it feems the Northern clime to bound ; 
Where Phoebus' wheels defcribe their flaming round, ' 

And cold ARCTURU3 darkens in the Sun." 
XV. 
Alaim'd, I cry'd, " O tell, diftinguifli'd friend ! 
How hf we ftill are defUn'd to afcend ; 

For ftill this mighty mound exceeds my fight !'* 
Mild he reply'd, ** The nature of this hill 
Is fuch, it feems to grow more eafy llill, 

As upward we afcend its dizzy height. 
XVI. 
** Soon will you move along with equal eafe. 
As the light Brigantine before the breeze ; 

Then fh^l you foon forget your tranfient care : 
Let this enliven hope — I dare no more." 
** Tet here you^ may repoji" a Vcdce before 

Rqdy'd, foft whifp'ring thro* the fUlly air. 

The Son wa* now ui.Akies; but had he. been in Gemini, he 
wonld hav< appeared ftill nearer to the North Pole. 

The Mountain of Probation (vhcre they now were) i* fuppoCed 
to be in the Southern hemifphere, diredly oppoflte to Jikdsalim, 
m dte North.. 

St.txy.Li. Tha t L i tU ' ] the Equator and Ecliptic ; which pafiev 
thrangh the tonid Zone and dindei the temperate and frigid Zones ( 
£eau to -thofe in the Nerthen hemifphere to run South,, and to 
tho&.intheSouthemliemifpheFeitqtpeamtatheNorth. "nutiato. 
be nndcrftood of thofe under an oblique fpherCi in both lituationt. 

St.. xt. /. 5. It/neb, itfitmt to grow mrt tafjj^l,'\ DeiwtiDg 
dtfe growing fiuKlity of virtuous habiti. 
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xvn. 

<^ick tunung round, at this myllerious call. 
We faw a rock, projefting from the wall. 

Which neither he nor I before had fpy'd t 
Beneath, a cohort of the dead were ieen. 
Sunk in its Ihade, as indolent of mien 

As if no future cares thdr minds employed. 

xvni. 

Hiere One, that feem'd quite weary of his ftate. 
With arms around his knees defponding fat, 

And 'twixt his hands, his languid hce reclin'd: 
** O Maro ! view that haplefs man," I faid, 
** Too indolent he feems, to leek for aid ; 

Sloth is his filler, or in wedlock join'd." 

XIX. 
He had not power to lift his tuminfli head. 
But upward look'd alkance, with eye of lead. 

And view'd me, \rith a dull, malignant glare : 
I knew him then^ and, tho* with labour fpent^ 
Clofc to this Slave of Negligence I went, 

While thus he fpoke, with ^een, ironic ur : 

XX. 
" You traveli'd far, to fee the Lord of Day 
Thus to the left purfue his wond'rous way/' 

Si. iz. /. I.] The Poet proceeded weft ward, with the Mounoiit 
en the right, confequently the Sua [in the North) apprarcd on the 
left. 

His 
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Ws fpeech laconic, and his litber look, 
Provok'd my finile. ** To meet you here," I cry*d, 
•* Affords me joy; but why thus unemploy'd ? 

How can Bei^cqua lurk beneath this rock ?" 

XXI. 
•* Why fliould I mount ?" the languid Shade retum'd, 
•* When from yon' entrance of the cliff I'm fpum'd. 

By the ftem Marflial, who attends the gate: 
The Sun as oft muft run its annual round. 
As erft I liv'd in Folly's fetters bound. 

Ere to the welcome fcourge I pafs the Strait. 

xxn. 

«< If interceding pray'rs avail me nought. 

Sent from a foul, with heav'nly fervour fraught. 

So long I here muft watch the wheel of Time : 
But Tain and ufdefs are the vows that rife ; 
(Tho' fent inceffant to th' offended Skies, 

From hearts polluted by the taint of crime)." 

St. zxi. /. 3.] The confinement of the Negligent in the veftibule 
of Purgatory, Ear a fpace proportioned to that which they had 
abufed, by delaying their penitence, i. e. Jinet they had heard the 
call of grace; points out the growing diScultin of the talk, and 
the danger of delay : as habits are daily acquiring ftrengthi the in- 
fluence of things prefent over things future, houriy extending, and 
even the hope of future penitence contributing to continue the perai- 
cknia fallacy. That the Poet means here the probations of this 
lifi:, may be prefunied, from what occun b the Ninth Canto, where 
tliofc who lo^ hah, as they pafi the gate, are mentioned as liable ta 
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. xxm. 

But -now, the Poet brook'd no more delay : 

•* Come on," he cry'd j ** behold the car of Day, 

Marks the meridian tine, with burning vhed : 
While dim Night, moving from her eaflem pale. 
With moony diadem, and cloudy veil. 

On Mau&itania plants her fhadowy heel.** 



END OF THE FOURTH CANTO. 
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CANTO THE FIFTH. 



ARGUMENT. 

The TraTcHcn, in their Progrefs among the Tribes of the Negli< 

gent, meet with the Spirits of thofe who had been foiprifed by 

violent Death, before thdr Repentuce wat completed. Some oF 

their Nameii and Stories, are mentioned. 



±\ OW, onward, parting from t}u8 Shade, I p^M 
After the Bard, with renovated hafle ; 

When near, a ftartling Voice was heard to oyt 
« See, how that Speftre intercepts the li^t I 
From him no fhadow falls from left to right : 

In earthly fhape he feems the Pais to try." 

n. 

I tum'd me a^ the found, and £iw, amaz*d, 
Where on the dark'ned wall more Speffares gaz'd : 

** Why do you march follow," exclaim'd my Guide i 
** Can murmurs move you ? Let them whiiper on. 
And tnd your Reafon firmly keep its dirone. 

And o*a die fbitreis of the Mind prefide. 
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in. 

" He, that permits hh Fancy thus to flray. 
With ev*ry lure, will rarely find his way 

To that great end, to which his foul is bent : 
For gath'ring iandes warp the fteady Ught 
Of Reafon's beam, and leave her whelm'd in night, ' 

For ever baffled of her firft intent.** 

IV. 

*• Inftant, I follow i" was my fole return, 

With Shame's warm tint my cheek began to bum ; 

Claiming forgivenefs, with a filent plea : 
When, from the Coait averfe, a plaintive ftrain 
Was heard, harmonious, from a viewlefs train ; 

Who fung, " In Mereyt Heaven / remember we** 

St. iii. /. I. He, iBat femltt—J " Keasoh, here perionilied hy 
ViKCiL, lliewt the danger of lohcring imong the NcgUgeiit," lay 
the CamraeDtaton. But the particular danger guarded ajpJalt 
here, feenu to be a defire of attrading particular notice in the be- 
ginning of Reformation j and a too minute and pragmatical at- 
tention to the moral ftate of othen, inftead of employing all our 
diligence upon our omi concemi ; both pMticulMJy itoticcd by 
our Saviour in bii Sermoa on the Mount, and cenfured on fereni 
occaTiona intheconduA of the Pharisees. 

Sf. IT. /. (5.] Another prefuinption occur* here, that the 
probation of thit life is only meant by the Poet. The Pfaln^ 
which thefe Spirits are defcnbed as fmging, is the §i1t, or 
firil Penitential Pfahn, where the Sinner prays for the mercy of 
God, by offering fereral pleas. His own mifery, and the Di- 
vine coinpallion, which delights to relieve that mifery ; the fenfe 
of guilt, which can only be removed by the great propitiatory 
facrifice, and the lUin that it leaves, which only can be cleanfed 
by the operation of the Holy Spirit. He doct not palliate hii 

fiultt 
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V. 
But when they faw my Shadow paint the ground, 
Tliey chang'd their Ffalm to a difcordant found ; 
And two fleet Couriers, iffuing irom the van, 
With eager looks approach'd the Mantuan Guide : 
" O clear this doubt !" afer the Speftres cry'd ; 
** Is this a Phantom, or an earthly Man ?** 

VI. 
The Bard reply'd, *• Return from whence ye came; 
Tell them, this foul infpires a mortal frame ; 

"Wht^e walking Shadow caus'd thdr panic fear : 
Let this fuffice them, (if my words they trull,) 
And welcome to your fliores this breathing bufl: ; 

His Mufe may much avail you, hence (»* here.*' 



hait, (wUch u his fecond plea,) but acknowledges it in all iu 
enoTnihyf with the aggravation of Ingratitude to a good and gra> 
cioiu Father } aqd becaufi: God alone knows the fins of men, and 
be alone can dry up the fource of corruptioni which he laments 
as their caufe, but does not plead as their cxcufe, his corrcdion 
ankea hira peFceiTC, in the rooft impreffive manner, that God, not 
copftented with fuperficial goodnels, requires truth m the inward 
parts i and pnys fervently for purification by the Holy Gboft* 
through the great propitiatory fkcrifice. All this impUcs a ftate 
«f improvement, yet in progreflion, and liable to lapfe ; otherwise 
this fdletnn Hymn, confifUng of fuch eameft Petition*, would be 
tnconfiftcnt with the ftate of thofe who were certified of their 
final allotment. It ia to be ob&rred too, that they fing the Pialm 
throughout, a vtrjb, a ver/o i though only the firft hne be given in 
the original ; thefe, it is true, are defcribed as having foUen in bat- 
tle ; but I am inclined to think, that the wtr&rc meant here, is 
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VIL 
In Autumn's windy dofe, a ihooting Star, 
Glancing acrofs pale Ev'ning's uniber*d car. 

Or the Ihort glin^es of a Summer*! Sun, 
When 'gainfl the driving rack he feems to rid^ 
Are dull and tardy to the living tide, 

Hiat round in gloomy bands were feea to nm. 

vm. 

Beiieg'd ve flood, by many a wond'ring foul ; 
Too eager far, they feem*d to bear control : 

** Reprefs your fears,'' the gentle Poet laid ; 
** They're fuppliants all, nor mean you any harm ; 
liften to what they fay, without alarm ; 

Nor kt your arduous journey be delay'd.'* 

JX. 

** O THOU ! that bear*ft thy high-diftinguifh*d clay 
(A gueft flupendous) to the realms of day, 

A moment check thy l^e," they cry'd aloud : 
" Mortal ! contemplate thofe wan files, and try. 
If any known refemblance meet thine eye. 

Oh ! flay, and gratify a fuppUaiu crowd ! 
X. 
** Behold diofe wounds ! we all in battle &1I ; 
In Sin we liv'd, and feem'd the hdrs of Hell ; 

oiHj fpititiul, and that their cafe waa like Datid'i, who, by an 
heavy judgment, wu necallcd to a fenfe of hit guSt, and the ne> 
Cflffityofrepeatancc. SceHoKHiandMimaiODthe 51ft P&hn. 
The Spirit who i* introduced here, u jAcoro di Caisska, 
% NoUeman of Famo, who wu aflafCnatcd hj oider of Axao 
the Third, Duke of Fikr«ka, for having girca his tbtnEbn too 

TJIDI.T<— laUBtlO VlLLCTILLO, &G. 
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But Mercy found us in the lateft hour : 
At once Repentance all its talk perform'd. 
High Heav'n, with loud invading pray'rs, we flonn'd, 

iVnd foon the Source of Love became our dower." 

XI. 
*' I trace your looks," I cry'd, '* with ftudioui eye ; 
Tet no analogy I there can fpy. 

That fpeaks you known to me in former times ; 
And yet a noble 'femblance all difplay : 
Explain your wifh ! I'll help you as I may ; 

So may I reft at length in heav'nly climes." 

xn. 

*' No folemn oath we claim ! your words fuffice," 
A Shade retum'd, ** if Heav'n the power fupplies: 

Lift then to me, if e'er you tread the wafte. 
That, 'twixt Romaona and th' Afulian coaft, 
Extended lies ; bid them who mourn me loft. 

Pray for my paflage to the Realms of Reft. 

xm. 

** From Fano's diftant land I drew my blood. 
But lael my fate, by Po's refounding flood i 

And pour*d, thro' many a wound, my life away : 
I thought to 'fcape, and to the marflies fled ; 
The cruel himt Ferrara's ruffians led. 

And made my death a flight ofience repay. 

XIV. 
** Had MiRA hid me in her ftiendly fliade, 
"When toVrd Oriaco by Fate convey*d, 
Voi,.n. H lie 
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TTie tide of life had dill fupply'd my vans : 
I fought the fens, nor there a refuge found, 
Eotangi'd in the reeds, they hemm'd me round. 

And life's warm current dy'd thofe fetal plains." 

XV. 
Another Ghoft began : " If ftrong defirc 
Of Heav'n, has led you up yon' rocky fpire, 

O let your piety remember me ! 
I boall the blood of Montefeltro's line. 
My fpoufe, my kindred, (ah ! no longer mine,) 

For me refufe to bend the fuppliant knee. 

XVI. 
" For this, and my negleft, I wander ftill. 
With down-call eyes around this fteepy Hill.'^ 

*' What chance," I cry'd, " from Campaldino bore 
Your corfe, amid the llaughter fought in vain ; 
Fame told your fell on that enfanguin'd plain ; 

In vain your kindred fearch'd it o'er and o'er." 

St.xn. /. 4. Tour corfi — ] Bvokcente di MEHTEFELTts 
waa killed in battle againft the Cudfs at Casentiko. HU 
body not being found on the licld of battle, and a great tern- 
pelt ariCiig itnmcdiately after, gave occaCon to the foUowing fic- 
tion. The treatment of hit body by the Demon may denote, ac- 
cording to the allegorical hypothefis, the Itigmatic marks often 
left upon the ieJUt of finners, for a warning to other*, even when 
then- minds are reformed. See ViLLAHt, lib.vii. cap.130. 

St. Aucustike's opinion of the power of Demons over natural 
bodiet, is thus exprefled 1 " Omnu maUlio eefferaSum renrat jw 
Jitrifoiefijitralijium mrtuttm naiuralttit per DtmmtmJStri ffite/l>" 
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xvn. 

'* From Appenine," he faid, •* a ftream defcends. 
By Camaldoli's walls its current bends> 

Till in proud Arno's wave its name is loft : 
There, o'er die bloody foil by terror chas'd, 
I bore a Ihaft, that thro' my neck had pafs'd. 

And, 'reft of fight and fpeech, my limbs r^s'd. 

XVUI. 
•* In Mary's name, I breath'd my lateft pray'r j 
Rfleas'd, my fearing Spirit wing'd the air ; 

Aloft, an heav'nly Purfuivant was feen, 
Commiffion'd from the Iky : but foon below, 
A fwarthy Claimant, frcan the world of woe, 

Jlofe, with funereal yell, and rufli'd between.', 

XIX. 
** How dare you feize my right ?" aloud he cry'd ; 
*' Is it becaufe a tear was feen to glide 

Down his wan cheek, before be breath'd his laft ? 
Muft that at) endlelf fount of blifs fupply ? — 
f— Tet not in peace the Caitiff's corfe fhall lie, 

If yet I rule the rude aerial blaft. 

XX. 

'* Thofe vapours that ufurp the ambient flues. 
Till to the frigid element they rife ; 

That checks their pride, and fends thdr liqiud ftorea 
In rainy deluges ; the Demon caught. 
And in long range bis gloomy fquadrons brought, 

To pour their flormy rage on A&no's Ihore. 
Ha 
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XXI. 
** From Appenine the cloudy veil he drew. 
Till pRATOMAGRO*s plains were loft to view j 

While fullen Eve was feen, with dufky hand. 
To add the texture of her Stygian loom ; 
The fky put aa a formidable gloom. 

And ruffling winds obey'd his ftem command. 

XXU. 
" Down came the floods, with aggravated roar, 
Each fwimming fofle was till'd from ihore to fhore. 

And eager all to join th* imperial flood : 
Froud, and majeflic, like himfelf, they ihew ; 
And^ fweeping down the floated vallies, go, 

Ndther by dyke, nor ihelving mound, withftood. 

xxin. 

•* Proud Archiano, rifmg in his wrath, 
'Bcxe my pale body from the field of Death ; 

Loofing the facred knot my arms had made 
Acrofs my breaft ; there, long at random tofs'd, 
Now on the bank, and now in Arno loft ; 

Till on my limbs a mount of fand he laid." 

XXIV. 
Another Voice, in gentler tones, began : 
** When you revifit earth, diftinguifli'd Man, 

St.xx.w.1. I. Preui/ Archiano— ] Akchiako, » river that 
runt into the Akno, near Casehtiho. 

4 Remember 
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Ranember me. Siena gave me birth. 
FiA my name. Maremma faw my doom. 
My hulband mark'd me for th' untimely tomb. 

Far &om my kindred flem, and native earth." 

J/. xxiT. /. +. PiA — T PiA, the wifeof Signore Nellodb LA 
TiETKA, of SiEKA, who, being jealoua of his fpoufe, had her 
•flaflSnatc J at Makemka.— -Lahdiho Vbllvtillo, Volpi, 



END OP THE FIFTH CANTO. 



H3 
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CANTO THE SIXTH. 



ARGUMENT. 
Gontinning ftill their Journey through the Region of the Negli- 
gent, they meet with the Spirit of SordellO) « MANTtrAN* 
who condoles with Vikoili on the Comiptioa of Manners ia 
their Dative Country. 



When conquer'd in the Iong-rCTol\Tng game. 
The mournful Lofer fits abforb'd in fliame. 

And fadly ponders on each doubtful call : 
The Vi£lor, 'midft the crowd, triumphant goes. 
Congratulating friends his pafTage clofe. 

And high he feems, on Fortune's fummit plac'd. 

n. 

To each in turn, a UA'ning ear he lends. 
And each in turn, a ready hand extends. 

To fhare his fpoils, and with the gift retires': 
So I, beA eg'd by this unbody'd crowd. 
To each in turn, fome future fervice vowM, 

And won my pafTage thro' the fhadowy choirs. 
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III. 
There the fad Ghofl of Benincasa ftood. 
Whom Ghiko's deadly hand baptiz'd in blood ; 

St-iii.!. t. — Giofi tf BtmncAt a"] Benincaia of AnEZZo.a 
Magiltrate of SiehAi he having, in the courfe of hii officC) taken 
prifoner, and put to death, the Brother of Ghiho de Tacco, a 
noted robber, in hii way to Rome was intercepted and mUTdered 
by Ghiko and hit Gang. A rcmirlcabic Story it told of tbii 
Freebooter, in the Decamirohe of fioccACio (Gc<^. x. 
NOY. !.)■ 

Having been driven from his country, he long infelled the roaj> 
between Radicofahi and Rome. An Abbot of Cligki, thea 
refident at Rome, who had been long afflifled with a malady in 
hit ftomach, refoWed to try the Waten of Radicofahi, for hit 
recovery. He accordingly repaired thitlier with a large retinue ; 
but on the way he fell into an anibulcade prepared for him by 
Ghiho, who had him and hit train conduced into a ftrong Caftle 
which he poflefTed, where he made hit appearance to the Abbot* 
and, with great feeming humility, enquired the reafon of hit Jour- 
ney. The Abbot was long filent ;- but when bit iirdignation hid a 
little fubfided, be condefcended to tell him, that the ftate of hit 
health had occafioned thit excurfion. The robber took hit leave, 
aad gave orden that he Ihould be confined in a room in which a 
targe fire wat lighted. There he was kept falling for four and 
twenty hourt, at the end of which he was very fparingly regaled 
with Ibme dry toaft and wine. ThU regimen wat repeated once or 
twice, till the appetite of the Patient was fo completely recovered, 
that he devoured fome dry honeycomb, which he found in his room. 
Ghiho then appeared to him, and apologized for his meagre (are ; 
but aflurcd him that he had proceeded in hit cure entirely by me- 
dical rules which he had ftudied in bit youth. He accounted for 
his vray of life, by the perfecution of hit enemies ; invited the Ab- 
bot to a fpUndid entertainment ; and, tn fine, reflorcd hit retinue, 
his horfet, and every thing of which he had deprived him. The 
Abbot was fo grateful for his double delivcnntci that he, on hi* 

rctuin. 
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And HE, whom erft his maddiog courfer bore, 
And plung'd in Armo, while he chac'd his foes : 
Here, with lopp'd anns. Novella waitM his woes. 

With Farinata, fasn'd on Pisa's ihore. 



return, obtained not only his panlon from the Pope, but the grant 
of a large and well-endowed FHory, where tbU Ruffian ended hit 
^ys in peace and affluence. This Pope was the famous Bonifacb 
the tigifi. 

Si. iit. I. 3. jfiui HE—} CiOHE DE Taklsti, in an en- 
gagement with a tribe of the BostolI) purfuing his enemies too 
Jar, his faorfe took fright, and plunged with htm into the Akho. 

Si. iii. /. 5. — Notilla] Killed in battle with the Bostoli. 

A.iii. /. 6.— FAaiMATA] Fahhata db Pisa, alfo Hain by 
one of the Bostoli. His father, Makziicco, was a Nobleman 
of FiSA. A lingular Story is told, of his entrance into one of the 
Religious Orders. On his journey through a folitary place, he was 
put by a Snake of an enormous dze, by whicli he was fo terrified, 
that he made a «ow on the fpot, that, if he fhould efcape, he 
would renounce the woiU, and enter into a Monaftery. Hi* prayer 
was heard, and the tow was punAually fulfilled. He became a 
Fkiab MiKOK, and lived a mod exemplary life. On hearing of 
the death of his fbn, he bore it not only like a Philofbpher, but like 
a Chriftian. Not content, however, with paffive forthude, he took 
an aSive part in reconciUng his Family with that of the Bostoli, 
by one of whom his Son had been killed. He prevailed upon the 
two Families to confent to a public meeting, to which he repaired; 
and after a pathetic haran^c upon the evils of Difcord, he fi>- 
lemnly approached the ASaffin of his Son, and kifled his hand be- 
fore the whole Afiembly. This had tbe defired eSe& j and there 
was an end put to a Uoody and inveterate feud, by m ftrange con- 
cnirence of circumflances. 

The Serpoit who, by a fate very unufual in his fpecies, had been 
inftrumental in propagating peace and harmony, did not (they fay) 
profit by tiK example ; but, Hallowing bti old caiutt of depreda- 
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IV. 

Thro* him, his Father's feme will ftill furviv«, 
LelTon'd by ChrifUan patience^ to ibrgive 

The bloody hand that laid his ofispring low : 
Pale Orso, with Another, ilood behind^ 
Whofe vital thread calumnious art untwin'd ; 

A flighted C}ueen procur'd bis overthrow. 

V. 
But, penitent at laft, (he told her crime, 
£lfe Heav'n had doom'd her to a lower clime. 

In the black bands of perfidy enroll'd : 
All thefe I pafs'd i and all, with fuppliant air, 
Befought, with tears, an interceding pray'r. 

To fpeed their pallage to Emmanuel's fold. 



tion« fdl at kft in uDcqual combat) and hj ignoble foei. Hi* chief 
hoftiHtKi had been directed againft the hog-fties, aod the fleOi of 
fotm^ [»gB wa> hU favourite regale. The PeafBnts being muck 
aDnoyed by thii formidable Plunderer, and not vcDturiug to aJIail 
him in perfoni contrived (aa it is faid) to collect the Mothers of the 
Vidinu around his principal haunt, with fome of their young. The 
SopcDt, who, Uke Camilla in Virgil, 

PrsKlx, et rpolionun ardebat amore, 

was alluTcd from hit hiding-place, and too inconfideratdy attacked 
the troop* who afTailed him in front and rear, and foon difpatched 



Suit. /. 4. Pale Oaso^] Oitso, fon to Count Nafoleoms 
m CuBAiA) killed by his Uncle ; the caufe unknown, 

-~vriih Ahothekj Piek de Broccia, or de Baus, f^ 
•TOuriteof Philip le Bel, King of France. The Nobles, itii 
faid, being jcalow of his power with the King, incited the Queen 
agaiuit him, who acculcd him of an attempt upon her chaftity. 

He 
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VL 
Perplex'd vith doubts, I thus the Bard addrefs'd : 
•* A different tenet erft your Mufe profefs'd ; [cree : 
That pray'rs were render'd vain, by Heav'n's de- 
Yet thofe inceflant pray to change their doom ; 
Can they prevail ? Or, does the clofing tomb 
For ever ioterdift thdr fervent plea ?" 

vn, 

•* Have I nufunderftood your ancient ftrain ?" 

The Mantuan quick reply'd : ** My text is plain j 

Yet on a folid baTe their hopes rely : 
Eternal JuIUce ftill demands its due, 
Tho' melting Mercy o'er the fuppUant crew 

Sjft-eads her foft plumage, and unlocks the Iky* 

vm. 

** Love's interceffion wipes the guilt away j 
He brought a beam of everlafUng day. 

Long ere the promised dawn, to gild thdr glocmi i 
Thofe pray*rs I mention'd in my Epic ftrain. 
To the bright throne of Mercy role in vain. 

When Juilice had announc'd the Sinner's doom. 



He wai condemned, and put to death, without trial ; but the King 
finding out his innocence too late, lentenced his accufer tx> the 
Bameti although her remorie nude her difdoTe the fatal fecret.^ 
LahBino Vellutello. 
Sf. vii. /. 1,3 The line of Vikoii. he alludes to here, is this : - 
Deiine fata Deum fle£U fpenre precando. 
But this is laid by Virgil, in i^ard to etenial rewards and puaifh- 
roents. /a tha life, at leaft, our own pnyen, and if not, the pnyers 
of others, the interceflioo of a Mediator may prevail fot us. Our 
own certunly will, if accompanied with true pcaitence, while we 
arc in a Aate of probation. 
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IX. 

** But tangle not yourfelf in doubts profound. 

In time, they fhal] be cleared, on heav'nly ground ; 

When Heav'n's &ir Delegate fhall pour the day 
Of wifdom on your foul. Yon' lofty cone 
She vifits oft, and cheers the nether zone 

"With finiles, reflecting Heav'n's unclouded ray." 

X. 

*• O gentle Mantuan ! hafte we hence," I cry'd ; 
*' A moment's reft my members has fupply'd 

With vigour new, and fouthward falls the Shade, 
Slow verging from the fteady point of noon." 
** Hade !" cry'd the Poet, " we'll o'ertake the Sun j 

But long exertion (till mult firft be made. 

XI. 

** Before your winding journey fees an end. 
Yon' lamp, that now declines, mull re-afcend ; 

And in the vaward of the Welkin glow : 
As now he feems to quit bis lofty poft. 
And leaves your Shade in deeper umbrage loft. 

Where the tall Mountain bends its folemn brow." 

XII. 
'* But who is he," I alk'd, " whofe ftedfaft look 
Obferves our progrefs, from that craggy nook? 

Sl.ix.l.z. Iniiim—1 Denotes the time taken to form good ba- 
biti, and the introdu^on to Sokdello the Mahtuah, {a Poet 
and Biographical Compiler of the Lires of iUuftriout Men,) flieva 
the necelBty of having recourfc to great cxamplei, to fonn good 
habits.^— Vellutello. 
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Fterhaps he'll deign to point th* afcending path.** 
In ftem folemnity the Spirit flood. 
An inborn dignity of foul he fliew'd, 

Tet unextinguilh'd by the hand of Death* 

Xffl. 

Alkance ; and^ as a couchant lion eyes 

His thoughtlefs viftini, when he means furprife ; 

The Shade peras'd us : when, approaching near. 
The gentle Bard enquir'd the ready way : 
The Ghoft demurr'd, but bade us firft difplay, 

"What caufe had led us from the nether Sphere. 

XIV. 
But when the name of Mantua firft he heard. 
The melancholy Shade his vifage clear'd ; 

And, to the Bard, defcending from his poft. 
With a faint gleam of nafcent joy, he came. 
And cry'd, *' Our native country is the fame; 

I was SoKDELLo once, on Mincio's coaft." 

XV. . 
Then, ah ! how clofe thefe loving fouls embraced j 
Hear it, proud Latium ! by thy Sons difgrac'd ; 

Unguided barque ! the fport of ev'ry gale ! 
Sink of pollution from each ndghb'ring clime ! 
O'er which thine ancient Sceptre wav'd fublime! 

Mark what I faw, and blufli to hear the tale! 

Si. XT, L I. J From thi> Miltoh feems to hate taken die hint 
«r thofe Unci in the Second Book of PuwUre Loft : 
O flume to Men I deril wHh devil danin'd, 
fkn concord Iwld*. Mcd only (li£^;rct 

■ Of 
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In thofe foul-barrowing climes, the very name 
Of Italy awoke a fudden flame 

Of concord, and of love ; while all around 
Wild Fadion fcours your plains from fea to fea; 
' And Civil Rage, that fcoms Religion's plea. 

Rings round your Oiores, by lafting feuds renovn'd ! 

xvn. 

Search from thy midland hills to either main. 
For them that fofter Peace ; you fearch in vain !— 

—Ah ! what avails that pure and equal law 
Justinian gave, if now the lineal Throne 
No more its old imperial Lord will own. 

To lan£tion right, and hold your foes in awe ? 

xvm. 

His noble code is thy eternal Ihame :— 

Some fmall indulgence yet thy Sins might claim* 

Of creatures rational, tho' under hope 
Of heay'oly grace, and God proclaiming Peace { 
Yet live in battle, enmity, and llrife. 
Among themfelvea, and levy cruel wara t 
Waiting the eartli, each other to deltroy j 
Ai if (which might induce ua to accord) 
Han. had not hellifh foca enev befide. 
That day and night for his deftruition wait ! 
A. xrii. /. 4. — tie raual throne, &c.] That Bante wai at- 
-tached to the Imperial Fadion, appears from many parti of hit 
writiags.— For the reafons, fee the Hillory prefixed to the Ih- 
TEKHo. — Sec alfo Giakhone's Hiftory of Naples, for the i«h 
Kid 13th centuries, paflim ; and Fvllek'i Hiitory of the Holf 
Wv, £ookB I. and II. 
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HatHl thou to C^sar giv'n the reins to hold; 
And own'd the laws of Heav'n, or underftood. — 
Oh ! royal German ! fee how wild and rude. 

Your proud Steed fcours the champain uncontrol'd! 

XIX. 
He has not felt the fpur for many a Moon ; 
A little difcipline would tame him foon. 

When once his wanton back fuftains the load : 
Oh ! may the curie, the negligent deferve. 
Follow all thofe, who thus fupinely fwerve 

From duty's honeft call, and fliame their blood ! 

XX. 

What have you fuffer'd, and yoUr Father's Ghol^ 
For having left your old and facred poft. 

The Faradife of Empire, thus forlorn ; 
O'er bleak Germania's Hills to fpread your fwaj,. 
And leave your fweet Hesperian Vales a prey 

To fierce domeftic rage, and hoftile fcomf— 

XXL 
O, carelefs King ! behold what ruthlefs rage, 
MoNTECCHi's line, and Capelet engage; 

$1. xriii./. 5. 01/ nyal G1.KMAH I — ] Albert of Austsia, 
who fucceeded his father, RodolpHi in the Empire, anno 1198. 

AVGELLUCCI. 

A. sxi. /. i— MoHTECCHi, Capeletti.] The Montagues 
and Capulbts of SHAKESPEAitG, in all probability; and thdr 
feud* might have produced fome fuch tragical event m that men- 
tioned in the Drama, If this be fo, it will conlinn the obrcrration 
«f Waxtoh, *< that genuine crcnu are tlie foundation of all our 

bcft 
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And pHiLipPESCHi, with Monaldi's raccj 
Thefe driven to exile, thofe in deadly fear : 
Behold, what dire extremes thy friends muil: bear i 

See ! what vile deeds thy Santarer difgrace ! 

xxn. 

Hark, to the waitings of deferted Rome 1 

How, day and night, (he mourns her haplefs doom t 

** Return, my C^sar !" is her conftant cry : 
'* Come, and behold our loyalty and love ! 
Or, if companion fail thy heart to move. 

Let love of Fame at leaft its place fuppty ! 

XXIII. 

** O, THOU ! that gav'ft thy blood for human crimes ; 
If we can venture, in thofe haplefs times. 

To a(k thee, why thine eyes are tum'd avray ?^ 
"Why, in th* abyfs of thine eternal mind. 
Do thefe prime benefits, for us defign'd. 

Such ftrange appearance fliew to man's furvey ? 

XXIV. 
** Why fees thy realm, in each enchanting vale. 
Some tyrant Lord, with bloody hand, alfail 

The Shrine of Peace ; and, with his ruffian band. 
Of Roman virtue make his impious boaft. 
Whene'er his legions defolate the coait, 

And fend his name in curfes round the land ?— 



beft Tragc^et, and produce deeper impreflioni in general, than 
fiAitious fcenes of woe :" yet Kino Leak, ClakisiAi and Cle- 
mentina, are illuftrious exccptiona. See Waktoh'i Eiiay ob 

POFE. 
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XXV. 

Hail» happy native land ! behold how bright 
My Florence fliines, amid this moral Night 1 

Sages and Heroes, hail! Valdarno's pride! 
Tongue-deep in Virtue, ftill you chant her name j 
Upon your lips rdides her haltow'd flame : 

That flame, which others in their bofoms hide ! 

XXVL 

When other daftard Souls refufe the wdght 
Of public FunOions, and the cares of State ; 

Your Sons with emulative ardour halle. 
The glory and the danger both to fhare : 
Hence your fair fields efcape the fcourge of war, 

And hence .your wealth, which Time can never wafte* 

xxvn. 

Hence, *mongft the wife, in wifdom you excel, 
(My truth, or fiaion, foon th' efiea will tell ;) 

Athens, and Lacedemok, long renown'd 
For firm, well-fandion'd laws, and arts of rule. 
Might draw new light from thy egregious fchool. 

For fapient maxims iam'd, and laws profound ! 

Sl.xx'm, 1. 1, ffaut, 'mmg^the •wl/e, &c.] TheEucalmofBAKTS 
aj^ainft hii native Sute, may be fuppofed not at all alleviated 
bj the remembrance of hit Exile ; but the Hiftoriaiu of the Timet 
give fuffident evidence that they were well-faundcd. They arci 
howevert not to be attributed to any depravation of Monk front 
a general caufe, but to the nature of their Goverament, vAaek 
waa continually vibrating between the extreme* of Ariftocracy and 
Democracy, which occafioned a correfponding rigour and relaxa- 
tion in the Penal Lavrt, and the Authority of the Magiftnte. If 
tbeHifiory of ATHtHtand Rohi had been ai iamitiar to Damts 

Vol.. IL I M 
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Thy ftatutes, wifely fram'd, when Cynthia's light. 
With her coy crefcent decks the brow of Night, 

Oft, like a fairy &bric, melt away, 
Before Ihe wanes. Your Offices and Coin 
You flamp, and new-create, and then refign 

To blank Oblivion, ere the Moon's decay ! 

XXIX. 
If yet your wild delirium Ihould retire. 
Then keenly would you feel the fever's fire. 

That bums your blood, and bids you fhift your fide 
For momentary eafe ; but flill in vain 
Your pofture alters ; lUll your plagues remain. 

By ev'ry change with vigour new fupply'd. 



as tbeir Names, he coutd better have accounted for the political 
and moral ftate of hi« native Country. Such whimTica] RctdIu' 
tions aa are mentioned here, were not uncommon in ancient Re- 
publics (fee Thucyd. lib. viii. Dion. Halicam. and Livy, pafliin); 
but they did not occur with fo much frequency. For a Specimen 
of the favage manners of the Peafants about Plokehce in the be- 
ginning of the 15th century, fee a curious Paftoral Poem, pub- 
lifhed by Mr. Roscoe, at the end of his excellent Life of Lo- 
KENzo DE Medici; of which, and fome other curious poetical 
Pieces, charaderiftic of that age, we are in hopes of being fii- 
voured with a Traollation by him. 



END OF THE SIXTH CANTO. 
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CANTO THE SEVENTH. 



ARGUME>fT. 
The Port defcribes the Situation of fuch ag had deferred their Re- 
pentance on account of their great PoUtical OccupationB, and 
:s many of their Names and Charadert. 



J. HE friendly Shades thdr welcome oft renewM, 
With kind falute. Sorbello thus purfu'd 

His firft enquiry. " Tell, if free to tell, 
Your name." The gentle Mantuan thus reply'd : 
** Ere this tall Hill th' afcent to Heav'n fujqjly'd 

To ranfom'd Souls, in Latian bounds I fell. 

n, 

*• Octavian gave my duft to endlefs feme; 
JEneas' wanderings and his wars proclaim 

My long renown at large, yet Heav*n I loft 
For want of Faith :" involv'd in deep amaze. 
As on fome objed ftx'd with dubious gaze. 

Doubtful, if feen, fo look'd the wDnd'ring Ghoft. 

I 2 
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IIL 
Then, with deq) veneration, bending lo*. 
He thus began : ** How blefs'd am I, to know 

Maro, the pride of Mantua's happy (here; 
Hail! great Refiner of the Latian tongue! — 
What high pftrogatives to me belong, 

To meet my country's boaft in days of yore ! 
IV. 
•* But tell, nor let it grieve your foul to tell. 
If you are prifon'd in the bounds of Hell, 

What lot of all the (hadowy realms below 
Is witnefs lo your doom ?" The Bard rejoin'd : 
** Fate fix'd me there, but Heav'n the talk ailign'd. 

To lead this Stranger thro' the World of Wo& 

V. 

•* For my omlflions, not my flagrant Crimes^ 
Am I tondemn'd to view the nether climes. 

And the fair vifion of the blefs'd forego : 
Too late the beams of knowledge ftruck my foul, 
Already fentenc'd to th' Eternal Goal, 

And ne'er allow'd Redemption's blifs to, know. 
VI. 
*' Tho' darknefs broods o'er all the nether Zone, 
A place there is below, to pain unknown : 

There no laments are heard, but frequent fighs 
Around, like whiff^ring winds incelfant fleet : 
There, with the guiltlefs throng, 1 find my kax. 

Who died before a Saviour left the Ikies. 

Si. >. L I. Fer my ami^nt — 3 "^^ Punifhincnt (if it nmy be 
called fo) of ibe virtuoui Faganti, according to Dahtk. cvorifted 
is tfacir being depiiveii of the Beatific Vision. 
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VII. 
** With fuch 39 tnift alone to Pagan worth. 
In whom the Gofpel graces ne'er had birth j 

By Heav'n's award I range the World beneath v- 
But tell us, if you know^ th' afcending Strait, 
That leads, where HeavVs new Candidates awak 

The pangs, thai fave them from eternal wiath." 
VIIL 
He anfwer'd, " Leave is giv'n to raitge around^ 
Thro* all the wide probationary ground ; 

And gladly will 1 Ihew the winding way : 
But yonder (fee !) the Orb of Light declines ! 
No toils to Night's lone hours, kind Heav'n affigns : 

Here you may reft, and wait the eonjjng Day. 

IX. 
** A Chcnr of focial Spirits watch at hand ; 
If yon confent, we'll join the facred Band :^ 

— Thdr names, their fates, and charafters, to know. 
Will this long darkfome interval employ. 
With grateful change, till o'er yon' eaflem Iky 

Aurora's amber wheels are feen to glow." 

St. Tiii. A 5. No tiuli la Nigla'i lone houri, &c.— ] The too fer* 
*nit deTire of a rapid Spiritual Aogreft (often incited by a biddioi 
vanity, uid the hope of fotne peculiar influx of the Holy Spiritt 
not unufual in certain ReligianiHa of a fanguine complexion,) hu 
ofteiit when deniedt be«n the occaTion of much dangerout Dcfpoiul- 
ency ; and, when fuppo(i»l to be granted) of no leb dtngeraus En- 
thufiafm. Our Saviour giTes a much eafier and lafer Ciitcrioo of 
our Spiritual State, viz. Doing mie others, at we weuU ihej JhoiJd 
d» mfo V. If thii be attained, we need not be uuaui about 
«thcr nwrc dubiout fymptoou of Regencntion. 

I3 
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X. 

*' But, what impedes ?" retum'd the Mantuan Ghoft"; 
*' Does Heav'n's dread interdift, when light is loft. 

Forbid to climb ? or, is it want of might ?" 
The Spirit in the duft defcrib'd a line : 
** Even THIS would check you after Day's decline. 

Both impotent of limb, and fiiort of fight. 

XI. 

** You yet may ftray around the lofty brim. 
Alike in deepefl: gloom, or twilight dim ; 

But not a foot advance the Hill to fcale." 
** Then, fince our progrefs is awhile deny'd. 
Let us obey the Night," the Bard reply'd j 

" And reft our limbs beneath the rocky pale." 

XII. 

By the laft glimm'ring of retiring Day 

Far feen, the Mountain feem'd to flope aw-ay. 

Where a deep-bofom'd Vale its fides conceal'd : 
** Down thither lies our way," the SpeQre faid ; 
** Where yon' deep glen is hid in double fhade. 

Till Phosphor lifts his lamp, in Heav'n reveat'd. 

xin, 

A path between the Hill and Valley ran. 
By the majeftic verge, that here began 

Sl.x. I.. 2. — «Ar» tight ii loj}"] " The light without which they 
could not find their way, is ifaccurding to Vellutello) the light 
of Divine Grace, without which we can do nothing (" and which, 
ve may add, \» fomctimn, m our ftate of probation, withdrawn, not 
that we may work without it, but that we may feel the want of it^ 
»nd miJu better ufe of it vben it Rtuni. 
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With fofi declivity to round away : 
But, oh ! what mingled charms afiail'd pur Hght, 
Thro' the thin curtain of approaching Night, 

Matchlefs among the fplendid births of Day ! 

XIV. 
The funny glare of gold, the fofter gleam 
Of filver ; purple mix'd with fcarlet's beam^ 

And the rich emerald's deep internal green ; 
All fede before thofe amaranthine flowers. 
Which here emparadis'd thofe blifsful bowers. 

That gaily fmil'd thefe folemn Hills between. 

XV. 

Nor did the fcene alone delight the view. 
But wafted on the breeze, that gently blew ; 

Greeting our fenfe, a flagrant odour came,* 
A namelefs effente of ab(tra£led joy ; 
While, like fweet incenle in an ev'ning Iky, 

Soft Vefper fongs the Virgin's praife proclaim. 

XVI. 
There many a gentle Ghoft, on flowers reclin'd. 
In full aereal melody combin'd. 

Beneath the long {hade of the Hills, imfeea : 
** Come on," the Mantuan faid, " ere Light retires. 
Tour eyes may yet furvey thefe happy Choirs, 

Rang*d in long profpeft o'er the Ihadowy green. 

Si. XT. /. 6. —ViJ^ii The Atb-Maeia. . 
I4 
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** From this declivity, you mark the {how 
With clearer ken, than in the Vale below :— 

— Obferve that Shade that firil falutes the eye, 
Flac'd on an eminence ; he looks beneath. 
Too negligent to tend his tuneful breath. 

To fvell the folemn Hymn that mounts the Iky, 

xvra. 

*• This was RoDoLPHO, who refiis'd his aid 
To cure the wounds of many a ruthlefs blade, 

By Latidm felt, which caus'd her long decay: 
Tho* many a leach in vain his fkill employs. 
Ton* Shade befide him, with confoUng voice, 

Strives his imperial forrows to allay* 

XIX. 
** Where Moldaw's mingling wave in Elbe is loft. 
And feeks with her the diftant Baltic Coall, 

He rul'd the realm, and found a fiurer fame 
Than his degen'rate Son, for floth renown'd j 
In Luxury's deep Gulph ignobly drown'd. 

The blot and fcandal of his Father's name. 

XX. 
** See that majeftic Form, that (lands behind. 
With one, whofe mien befpeaks a gentler mind : 

St. xTiii. /. I. Thit wat RoDOLrito — ] The Emperor Ro- 
BOi-tHi Father to AlbekTi mtntioned in the Uft Cuito. See 
Hi IT. FloC 

A.xvtiL /.5. — 7W Shade Idldf im^') Ottacheilo, Father 
to the Emperor Wehckilavi. 

The 
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The firft beheld his lilies droop forlorn ; 
^j Araoon defpcal'd, and breath'd his laft 
In Perpionan, from Catalonia chac'd. 

Yet both tbdr kindred's crimes more deeply mottm. 

XXI. 
•* A vile degen'rate Son, thay both dq)Iore, 
Thp i^yal Scourge of Gallia's wafted ftiore j 

Waited from climes remote, his countlefs crimes, 
Succeflive darken on each Parent's foul : 
For this their [»ous tears inceflant roll 

O'er the fad profpe^ of fucceeding timet. 

xxn. 

*^See 1 where yon* royal Father beats his breaft, 
"She milder Monarch, by his woes opprefs'd ; 

Reclines his wan cheek on his ftiadowy palm:— 
There ! mark the Shade of Aragom the bold ! 
Proud of his port, and limbs of giant mould. 

Chanting in manly tones, the choral P^m ! 

Si. XI. I. ^ By AtAOOH tb/JsufJ—} pHiLir the Third, King of 
France, Father of Philif le Bel, in ao expedition a^nft the 
King of Akaook, loft hi* Fleet by the faraveiy of Dokia, the 
ComniaiideT of the Akacoheie Squadron, and his Army hy Fa- 
Biioe. He died in PEtirioKAN. He, and Henky King of 
Natakke, Father-in-Law to PniLir le Bel, are here intro< 
duced u hunenting hii degeneracy, whom the Poet emphatically 

namei the Scourge of Fkamce. See Mazekat, Villani, 

Iib.TL 

St. uiL /. ^ ^Araoon tii leltL} Petek, King of Aia- 

gon, the Conqueror of Sicily, bi right Heir of the Suabiam 
Faiaiy. See Hift. FlDrent. Lakdimo. 
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•* Yon* eagle afpeft, feen amid the crowd, 
Sicilia's Monarch marks, who carols loud 

In unifon with him, the Anthem clear : 
Yon' Shade that with the Spaniard fits below, 
Plac'd near his Sire, with melancholy brow. 

If call'd to rule, had fill'd a nobler fphere. 

XXIV. 

** His elder Brother both the Sceptres fway'd. 
But fcarce one fpark of lineal worth difplay'd ; 

FcH" rarely from the parent ftem arife 
The facred blollbms of primeval worth ; 
CelelUal wifdom interdicts the birth^ 

Left we forget, that Heav'n the boon fupplies. 

XXV. 
" Both Aragon and France this truth proclaim. 
There, dther Monarch blots his Father's name ; 

So much the parent llem excels the boughs : 
The* fair Constantla of her Spoufe may boaft, 
Beatrice, and fweet Margaret, to their coft. 

Gave to degen'rate Thrones their nuptial voVs. 

S/. xxiii. /. a. Sicilia's Monareb—'] Charles the Firft, King 
of Apulia, and Count of Provekce. Lahdino. 

Si. xxiii. /. 4- —Ttm' 5iaA] The fourth Son of Pedro of A- 
R&OON) (mentioned above,) who died without attaining any Prin- 
cipality. L a N D 1 (t o. 

&. zxv. /. I. Selb AitAcos and TnkHCE — ] Philif le Bel, 
■nd CttARLEi the Second of SiciLT. 

St. zxv, /. 4.^^0HtTANTiA3 Dau^tcT of Manfbed, of 
Afvlia, 



DictizedbyGoO^IC 



c '^3 : 

XXVI. 
" See there, Plantacenet, an hallow'd Shade, 
With all a Chriftian's oraaments array'd ; 

From ftem Bellona's tribe fequefter'd far : 
There, like an Anchoret, he fits alone, 
B^dfic Father of a warlike Son, 

To glory marflial'd by a fanguine Star ! 

xxvn. 

" Near, mighty Montserrat, with head declined. 
Murmurs his anguifh to the paffing wind ; 

In Dungeon doom'd to breathe his foul away ■ 
Yet fated in another world to hear, 
What bloody ranfom round his fun'ral bier. 

His Alessahdrian foes are forc'd to pay." 



AruLtAi (fee Canto III. Pukgatorio,) and Confort to Fedko 
of Akacoh. Hence his title to the Throne of Sicily. 

£f. XXV. /. 5. Beatkici, and/vrid MAK.aAt.BT — 3 Marga- 
KtT and Beatrice ; the firft the Wife of Frederic, King of 
Sicily ; and the other of James, King of Akagon. — Landino. 

a. xKvi. /. I. — Plantagemet] Henry the Third, King of 
Enolamd, Father to Edward the Firft. Un (emplice uomoedi 
buonfede Villahi, lib. v. 4. 

St. Jixyu, I. I. ^Montserrat] Giulelmo, Marquisof 
Montserrat, waa taken and imprifoned by the People of Ales- 
■andria, and died in captivity. A cruel war enfued betweea 
bisSoDtandthcALtssAKDRiAHS. Villahi, LI), vii. 135. 



END OF THE SEVENTH CANTO. 
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CANTO THE EIGHTH. 



ARGUMENT. 

'The two Poets enter the Valley, which U guarded bf two An* 

gela ) who, in thor NoAura^ Watch, perceinDg the appraack 

at hn Enemy, chace luin away. In their Retreat, the Poet 

neeu the Shade of Nmo i>t Galjiura, and Cukkado bi 

MALKtriHA. 



Wow Evening brought the folenm hour along. 
When o'er Ae gliding prov, in anguiJh hung. 

The Sailor calls to nund his laft farewell : 
And the lone Pilgrim, touch'd with tender woe. 
Hears, o'cT the long vale, chinung foft and flow. 

The mournful tones of twilight'i paifing bell. 

n. 

And now die holy Anthem feem'd to reft. 
In my charm'd ear the long vibration ceas'd ; 

When, lo ! a beckoning Shadow, feea afar, 
I mark'd, flow turning to the coaft of Day ; 
With palms devoutly fpread, he feem'd to fay, 

» Vain world, farewell ! all hul, thou Monung Star!'* 
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in. 

Then in a ftrain, that feem'd my foul to thrill. 
The Hymn of Dawn He rais'd with Heav'niy ikill ; 

Th' attentive audience fwell'd the hallow'd found : 
In gen'ral chorus, as with eyes uprais'd. 
On Heav'n's eternal fires intent they gaz*d, 

Circling in myftic dance, the blue profound. 

IV. 
Now ye, that 'tend my fong, with Iharpen'd fight, 
Catch the quick beam of intelledual light ; 

Behind the myftic curtain half conceal'd ! 
Scarce had the Anthem ceas'd, when figns of fear 
Pervaded the long files from van to rear. 

Viewing, with eyes uptum'd, the heav'niy field, 

V. 
Soon two angelic Forms, on wings of flame. 
Gliding along the dulk, like Meteors, came. 

An half-extinguilh'd beam of fanguine Ugbt : 
In the right hand of each, was feen to bum, 
And clad in emerald arms, the Sons of Mom 

Parted with emerald plumes the robe of Night. 



Sr. iv.] For fome ObfurvationB on this Canto, fee the Pre- 
liminarj- Eflay to tlic PoBGAToaio, (SeA. i.) which need oot 
be repeated here. 

Another Argnmeni of the allegorical I uterpret»tion !s fuggefted 
by Landind; who fays, tliat by the beauteous but fading Orna- 
ments of this Valley, is meant the " pride, pomp, and circum- 
" ftance," of the regal State and Imperial Employments; wfaidi 
muft ail yaniih, " lUe tire hafttefi Fatrk of a Vifiw." 
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VL 
One oreiliead his radiant {Mnions fliook. 
One, on the Hill oppos'd, his ftadou took ; 

The middle Vale the ghoftly fquadrons fill : 
I law their trefles wave a golden gleam. 
But mortal eye could ill fuftain the beam. 

Sent in each glorious glance from Hill to Hill. 

vn. 

•* Sent from the bowers of Blifs," Sordello cry'd: 
" Thofe holy Guardians o'er the Vale prefide» 

To keep the infidious wonn of Sin avay. 
That nightly Heals along the tainted dew. 
To fpread pollution 'mongft the Ihadowy crew. 

And damp their hopes of ererlafting Day." 

vra. 

Not knowing where the wily Snake might wind, 
I low'rd the Mantuan drew, and flunk behind : 

" Let us defcend," the fecond Mamtuan laid, 
*' To hail thofe other Shades of old renown ; 
The condefcenfion ev'ry Ghoft will own. 

And thanks, by many a Voice, will Ibon be p^" 

K. 

TTiree fcarce we pafs'd, an airy Form below, 
Seem'd to perufe me with a ftudious brow. 

As if fome ancient friend he met beneath : 
The duflcy medium of the ev'ning Iky, 
Yet gave permiffion to the heedful eye 

To recogiuze them, tho' transform'd by Death. 
4 



Dictzsdbv Google 



C »i8 ] 

I. 

Approaching foon, we met ; what glad rurprife. 
To find Gallura here, the leam'd, the wife ; 

Efcap'd the terrors of the Styoian dime ! 
With oft repeated, kind lalute, we greet : 
Then He, " What led you to this dark retreat. 

O'er the vide feas that lave yon' Hill fublime V 

xr. 

I anfwer'd foon : *• Not o'er the limpid wave. 
But thro' the horrors of the central cave 

Lall night I came, encumber'd yet with clay : 
Hence, thro* Probation's various pains impeli'dy 
I climb that fummit, where to light reveal'd. 

Beams the long radiance of Eternal Day.** 

IIL 
When this the Mamtuan and Sakdinian heard, 
Sigoi of mute awe in either face appear'd, 

And back the GhoSh recoil, with deep amaze ; 
One tum'd to Maro ; one a Shade addrels'd. 
That ftood befide. " O, Malespina ! hafte. 

And fee the wonders of Eternal Grace !" 

xm. 

Turning to me — ^** By all your hopes," he cries ; 
" By Him, that leads you to the op'ning ikies j 

Si.x. 1,2 To.yWGALLOBA] Nino diGalloka, Chief tbo 

gUtrau of SitoiMiAi Nephew to UoolihOi Couot of PiiA. 

St. xii. I.i.—The Maktuah OJid Sardiiiiak.] Sokdello 
and NtMO. 

Greaf 
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Creat CauTe of ev'ry caufe, to all unknown : 
When Heaven allows to crofs the myftic Main, 
And vifit fublunary Life again. 

Bid my Joanna's prayers for me atone I 

IIV. 
'* From HER untainted lips orifons rife. 
That find an eafy paflage to the Skies ; 

No other voice will pour the fervent plea : 
Her Mother, fmce Jhe flung her weeds afide, 
Forgets her former love : unhappy Bride ! 

Her wrongs will teach her to remember me. 

XV. 
*' Hence you may judge, what fuel feeds the flame 
Of Woman's love ! But, oh ! injurious Dame ! 

My crefted bird would (lamp a nobler Hgn 
Than that foul Form that Milan's eniigns wave, 
AVhofe bafe viperious folds ihall grace your grave. 

Vile fav'rite of an heart that once was mine !" 
IVI. 
Thus, while he fpoke, his features feem'd to fliew 
Difpleafure, temper'd with Compaffion's glow : 

He tum'd away, while to the world above 
I look'd, and faw the lucid orbs on high, 
lliat feem'd around the axle of the Sky, 

With folemn and detib'rate march, to move. 

St. UT. /. 4. ffcr MoTHSK — ] Beatkice, the Widow of 
Nino, had married another Hulhand, nhofe Annorial Creft ww 
K ViFiB) wheteai Gallvka'i had been a Cock, Some miifor* 
tune* that hqipened to Galiazzo, the /aaad Hufbaud, art 
thought to hare occafioaed tbii Poetical Prophecy. 

Vol. IL K 
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xvn. 

" What fee'ft thou there?" enquir'd the Mantuan 

Guide: 
* Ton' three confpicuous lamps of Light," I cry'd, 
" Unmark'd before :" " Thofe Lights," the Bard 
rejoin'd, 
*' That drcl'd Heav'n in bright quaternion round. 
Have funk beneath the horizontal bound. 

And 10 yon' nobler fires their place refign'd." 

XVHL 
Juft then SoRDELLo, with a look of dread, 
*' Behold the Foe of Man," to Maro faid ; 

And pointed, where we fpy'd, wkh deep difmay, 
A Serpent roll along with eyes of flame ; 
That peft, it feem'd, that caus'd our Mother's Ihame, 

When Sin and Death to Eden found thdr way. 

XIX. 
Thro' ruftling beds of amaranth it roll'd. 
And rear'd with decent pride its crefl of gold ; 

While ftill it fmooth'd each undulating fpire. 
With the fine pohlh of its pliant tongue : 
With gentle guife, to footh the Ihadowy thrang. 

Soon led his fpeckled beauty to admire. 

XX. 
How the alarm was fpread from Hill to Hill, 
I mark'ii not then j but thro' the ev'mng ftill 

'* Aloft, incumbent on the dulky air," 
The Heav'nly Guard arofe on emerald plume. 
The Serpent flunk away, and fought the gloom. 

And foon the Cherubs to their poll repair. 
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XXI. 

*t1ie Wond'ring Shade that nigh GalluSa flood. 
Still kept his eye on me, in mufing nlood. 

And fpoke at length : ' *' O may the lamp of Love 
An holy undion in your bofom find. 
To feed its flame, as round thefe Rocks you vind. 

Till in the bowers of blifs you refl above ! 

XXII. 
•* Tell,— fo may glorious crowns your labour pay,— • 
Is Valdimacra, once beneath my fway. 

Calm, or by civil or by fbragn arms 
Difturb'd ? — ^I boaft the Malespinian name, 
The lateft branch ; not he, of ancient feme : 

Here Love, refin'd by Pain, my bofom warms.'* 

xxm. 

** I never in thofe happy valleys ftray*d. 
Where your great anceflors the fceptre fway'd ;'* 

Prompt, I reply'd : " But this may footh your care } 
Your nobly-eam'd renown thro' Europe rings. 
Of that the Sage harangues, the Poet fings. 

And high and low the theme in common fliare. 

Sr.ixii./.3. /iVALDiMAOaA— ] Ofth}Biliftria,theFain!Irof 
MALittiMi were Marquifles. The Poet had received an hofpi< 
table welcome from Mahuei. Males?inI| his Son, and thus re- 
paid him m the lafling coin of Pakhassui. 

Valdimacra is a Vallejr through which the river Macra rtmtr 
and falls into the Sea near the Gulph of SrEzziA- 
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XXIV. 
** Where your great aftjons never met the fight. 
By fame diffus'd ; their ftrong refleded light 

Illumes the world, and warms it as it rolls : 
So may I reach yon' Point that props the Skies ; 
As Malespina's vigour ftill fupplies, 
A noble Line of Heav'n-afpiring Souls. 

XXV. 
" Ileav'n's Delegates, their hands difperfe afar 
The (hower of Plenty, and the ftorm of War ; 

And fteady on their track, they keep thdr way : 
Still onward, up the long laborious Path, 
Where Honour leads, contemning Toil and Death, 

Nor Joy, nor Pain, can turn 'their fteps aftray." 

XXVI. 
Joyful, he cry'd, •* Before the Solar Car 
Meets, in its annual road, the fleecy Star 

Seven times, wide circling yon' ethereal round. 
The merits of my Line thy foul (hall feel ; 
Stamp'd on thy mind, with more impreflive feal. 

If aught I rpy beyond this gloomy bound." 



END OF THE EIGHTH CANTO. 
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CANTO THE NINTH. 



ARGUMENT. 
Under the Imagery of a Dicam, the Poet dercrib«s Iris Afccot to 
the Gate of Purcatokyi and relates the Means by which he 
obtained Admittance. 



Aurora, llealing from her Confort's arms, 
Shew'd in the glimm'ring Eall her rifing charms ; 

The Stars, that form'd the Scorpion's radiant train, 
Gemm'd her pale brow ; while Night's retiring fhade. 
Yet o'er the Weft a partial gloom difplay'd, 

Meafuring the downward Sky with tardy wane. 

Then Adam's gift, my tenement of clay. 
To my protrafted toils at laft gave way 

In Morpheus* arms, on grafly couch reclin'd. 
Amid my ghoftly guard. The hour was come. 
When gentle Progne moums her ancient doom. 

Her flaughter'd In&nt, and her Spoufe unkind. 

Si. u. I. ;. — PkooweJ The SwaQow. See Ovid. Met. lib. v'u 
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UL 
But now, from Earth unmoor*d, the mounting Soul 
Gave forrow to the winds, and wing'd the Pole, 

On things immortal, with immortal fight. 
Gazing at will. Amid the ample Sky, 
Methought an Eagle feem'd his wings to ply. 

With golden gleam, acrofs the fields of light. 

IV. 
I feem'd to ftand upon the Phrygian Plain, 
Where Ganymede forfook his wond'ring train. 

Wafted to Heav'n's Divan with whirlwind fpeed ; 
** Fate hovers here," I cry'd ; 'tis hence alone> 
The plumy Ranger of tV Olympian throne. 

Bears off his fiivour'd prey of mortal tree4* 

V. 
Not long he linger'd in his llation high, 
But, like the bolt that fires the angry Sky, 

Sweeping along, he feiz'd me as I ftood : 
Thence, mounting, to the burning fpheres we paft, 
Whofe flames began our blended forms to wafte. 

And lap, with fiery tongues, our feething blood, 

VI. 
Starting In terror from my trance profound 
) woke ; fuch fright the young Achilles founds 

St.iii. l.S' Mti/jougil an Eagle— "} By the Divine Eagle, fey 
the Conunentators, is meant the lUumiDation, or IinpuKe, of Divine 
Grace, neceflary to raife u» above Terreftrial View». 

LahDIHO, VEl-LUTfLLO, &C 



DictizedbyGOQl^lC 



C '35 3 

When firft he woke upon the Syrian coaft-. 
When, from the Centaur's guard, his Mother bore 
Her threaten'd Son, to that fequefter'd (here. 

Where foon the Greeks her expeSation crofs'd. 

VII. 
As the young Warrior woke with fudden ftart. 
Thus fled my flumbers, while, with beating heart 

And icy vans, I gaz'd, dillraded round : 
At length, I fpy'd the ^thfiil Mantuah near. 
And now the burning Sun had climb'd the Sphere 

Thrice ten degrees above the wat'ry bound. 

vni. 

*' Fear not," he cry'd, ** the Point is gain'd at length j 
Now, let your Spirit put forth all its ftrength, 

Fir'd, and expanding to the moment's claim ; 
Ih^ibation's Porch is nigh. — Yon' breach behold. 
That parts the mural Mound, in ruin roU'd, 

Thither you mounted Uke afcending Flame. 

IX. 

** Juft as the grey dawn uftier'd in the Day, 
When ftretch'd on flow'ry couch, below you lay. 

On fleet wing failing thro' the breaking gloom, ' 
Onward, a Vifion came j with fervent plea. 
It cry'd, " Refign that flumb'ring Man to me, 

rn teach his wdght to mount on Eagle Flume.'* 

X. 

** We left the wond'ring Spe£trcs far below. 
And as the ruddy Eall began to glow 
K4 
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With Orient beams, you rofe upon the ray : 
The Pageant up the Sky, with eafy flight, 
Inftinftive I purfu'd, and faw you light 

Where yon* iall'n rampircs Qiew the rifled way, 

" She pointed to the pais, and upward foar*d i 
The dream departed, and to light reftor*d, 

Inftant you woke at this important poft :" 
Like one I flood, in Truth's uncertain light 
And doubts involv'd, as Day contends with Night, 

Till ev'ry fear in rifing Hope was loft. 

xn. 

This change I felt ; and, when I faw the Bard, 
With cheerful look and angel-ftep prepaid 

The battlements to pafs, I foon purfu'd : 
Attend, ye Mortals, to the myftic lay. 
The Song, afcending to the Source of Day, 

Claims, from the daring Mufe, a loftier mood. 

XIE. 
To the difparted Mound we came at laft. 
No ruin now it feem'd, but proudly grac'd 

With a bright portal, and afcending flair : 
A Guardian of the Pafs was feen above. 
With lips feft clos'd, that never feem'd to move ; 

Admittance we implor'd with rev'rent air. 

xrv. 

An heav'nly MinJfter appealed within. 
Too bright for mortal eye fuffus'd with Sin 
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TTndazzM to behold, a glandng blade. 

Far waving in his dexter hand around. 

With keen refle£Uon feem'd my fiinfe to woundj 

By this ethereal Habitant difniay*d. 
XV. 
•* Keep thy dae diftance, and d«Iare," he cry*d ; 
" What heav*nly Delegate vouchfaf 'd to guide 

Your fteps ? be cautious, left you meet jrith harm r* 
•* A Denizen of Heav*n," the Mantuan faid, 
** Told, where the Gate its fiiining valves difplay'd ; 

Soon the bright Sentry own'd the powerful fign." 
XVI. 
•* Mount," he repiyd; ** then, high diiUnguifli'd foul! 
May Saints condud thee, to that higher goal. 

Where thofe that pafs the teft, may claim the Sky : 
Tear not to fcale the ftairs." We venture on ; 
The lowcft ftep, like Ruian marble Ihone, 

And gave my Form refleftcd to the eye. 

xvn. 

The fecond feem'd of dark and fuUen hue. 
As if from Monzibel its birth it drew ; 

Its dme-wom face was mark'd with many a fear : 
Deep filTures ran along its inmoft grain, 
Croffing the mafs in many a winding vein. 

Like the deep marks of elemental war. 

xvm. 

The third, a purple radiance flung around. 
Like blood, &11 fpouting from a recent wound. 

Si. xn, xra, xnii.] This it an alkgoncal derniptioii of the 
frfi flcpof Fcpitcncc, indthe adof Coafeffion. Hw &r&Jtf of 
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The Serai^i's fixt upon the fanguine floor 
Appcar'd : upon a throne he fate fublime. 
Of chi{el'd adamant, defying Time, 

Full in the midH before the maSy Door. 

xa. 

** Your humble hands in fuppUcation rear," 
Maro advis'd j ** that, by your potent pray'r 

Subdu'd, the Guardian may unlock the Gate." 
Beating my breaft, my pliant knees I bent. 
The favouring Spirit gave a kind confent. 

But firfl prepar'd me for my myftic fate. 

XX., 
Seven deep diltinguifh'd marks his trenchant blade. 
Upon my gore-diftilling front pourtray'd ; 

** Enter !" he cry'd ; " withtn the waters flow 
That lave fucb wounds." My trembling eyes beheld 
The fober Vellment which his limbs concealed. 

Of earthy hue, fad fign of guilt and woe 1 

XXI. 
Then from beneath his Hermit Garb, he drew 
A golden Key, and one of filver hue, 



the probationary fUiri mam RcfieBitm, or Self-knowledge ; the fc- 
cond, Compun^on, or Contrition ; the third) Charity, or I^ot-e. 
Thejher Key, fignifies the judicial power in the Prieft j and the 
goldtn, the power of Abfolution. 

LanPIHO, VeLLVTELLD, AVGELUCCI, DEI.LA C&UIC4. 
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And tum'd them both. " If one of thefe," he cry'd, 
"■ In this laborious operation &il. 
In vain the fecond wards the Gate aflail, 

Akho* by Man, or Angel's hand, apply'd. 

xxn. 

*' The one appears of richer metal made. 
More flull is in its fellow's frame difplay'd ; 

To thefe vidorious wards the valves unclofe ; 
From Peter's hands they came, a charge divine. 
Who bade me ne'er to Hty's fcale incline. 

Unlets her genuine fruit, Repentance fiiews." 

xxm. 

With mighty impulle then, he pufti'd the Door ; 
* Enter," he faid ; ** you fee the Path before : 

But, if you look behind, 'lis inftant clos'd. 
And entrance is deny'd." With fudden jar 
The valves unclofe, loud Echo fent a^ 

The doubling din, around the rugged Coaft. 
XXIV. 
Such angry founds the great Di^btor heard : 
So thunder'd the difpardng valves, that clear'd 

The hallow'd palfage to his feet profane ; 
Where Rome her treafures fliew'd, in rich difplay ; 
When daring hands the Tribune forc'd away. 

Who llrove his impious fiiry to reftrain. 

St. sxiT.} From LucAH : 

Frotinus abduCto patuenint templa MeteSo. 
Tunc nipes Tarpeia foiMti magnoque recldu 
TdUtur fttidorc forct. 

Phaksal. lib. iiL 153. 
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XIV. 
But thefe difcordant (bains were tntngled foon 
With Hallelujahs, vhofe harmonious tune 

MelloVd the movements of the harflier found : 
Confufion fweet ! as when the Organ blows, 
.And choral warblings fwell the folemn clofe, 

He Poet's Art in Melody is dro\m'd. 



£ND OF TRS NINTH CAMTO. 
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PRELIMINARY OBSERVATIONS 



SCULPTURES cUfcribed in the following CANTOS, 
compared with the other Meant of Probation^ wUb 
v/bich tbey are comhimd. 

THE foUoving Exhibitions are a &ithful repre- 
fentation of what is experienced by the generality of 
Men in Life. Our difcipline confifts of a combinatioa 
of Precepts and Examples, addreffed to the Under- 
lUnding, and of Impressions upon the Senfes, of va- 
rious kinds. When we will not improve by the for- 
mer, we are fubje^led to the ftemer leflbns of a more 
rigid tutor ; and the medium of Pain is employed as 
a more powerful incentive, to rellore the a^rity of 
the mental Powers, and dired them aright. For this 
purpofe it is neceflary that both the Body and the 
Mind fliould fufier, as fuch hnprejjiom give the con- 
comitant Precepts thdr due weight. Much has been 
written on the Benefits of Pain, and the Ptiilofophi- 
cal Confiderations which render ft tolerable ; but, as 
far as I can find, due attention has not been paid to 
its physical Effeds, which give dired efficacy to its 
moral Influence. As we are palSve in receiving ideas 
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from external obje£ts ; as thde form ailbciadons, fuch 
as happinefs with riches, &c. and as habits fpring/rom 
aflbciatioiis, the immediate efieft of Pain, either bo- 
dily or mental, feetns to be, thai it decompofes, for 
a time, and deranges thefe pernicious combinations ; 
particularly, when it becomes extreme : then, by di- 
yefting the Mind of its former ideas, and breaking 
the Ugatures of habit, it leaves, as we may fay, a void 
fpace in the Mind ; it caufes an interval of thought ; 
it gives a liberty to the foul to recover its priftine and 
natural a£tivity, which had been impaired by fuch af- 
fociations, and to form new aflbciations and new ha- 
bits i a power which, if properly employed, leads to 
the higheft moral Improvement. Then the Precepts 
of the wife, and the Examples of the good, once more 
have thnr due eSe^, 

There are two forts of Moralifts, whofe works have 
fomc analogy to the two fpecies of InftniSion exhi- 
bited here by Dante. ITie works of Juvenal and 
Swift are cauftic, and give more pain to the guilty, 
than pleafure to the virtuous. They (hew Vice in its 
moft odious form. — ^The writings of Addison and 
Richardson exhibit virtue under its moft amiable 
afpe£t, and fill the uncomipted Mind with the wanneil 
glow of emulation. 
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CANTO THE TENTH. 



ARGUMENT. 

The Gate of Puroatory u here defcribed, and the Afcent to the 

lirft Stage, dcftined for the PurgatioD of Pride. Then the Sub. 

}e€t of fome Sculpturca on the Face of the Rock are mea> 

tioned. 

^ OW paft the facred valves, we found the place. 
Where, purg'd from dregs terrene by heav*nly grace. 

Hie dark aiFeOions, with fublunar flight. 
No more in circles play, but upward foar : 
Behind, the thunders of the clofing Door 

Were heard, and fiU'd our inmoft fouls with fright. 

n. 

Had I then tura'd my eye, what guilt were mine !— 
But onward, I purfu'd my Giiide divine 

Under a channel'd Rock, whofe fides recede 
And come, alternate, like the rolling wave. [Cave 
** Obferve," the Mantuan cry'd, " and thrid the 

With care, where'er the doubtful windings lead." 

Si. ii. /. I.] Difficulties of the firft Heps of amendment. The 
idea U taken from the Son of Sirach : 

" Wildom win firft kad you through crooked ways, and bring 
fear and dread upon him— ^ut, when Aie has tried your foul) then 
JUe will turn the right way unto you." Ecci.Es.iv, id. 
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m. 

Tliro* the long labyrinth, with toiling feet. 

Our mirch we meafure ; while the rampires meet 

And crofs, at each advance, our tardy way : 
Thrice ten degrees the pale iio£hinial Car 
Of Cynthia tiavell'd to the weftera bar. 

Ere the dark maze, expanding, (how'd the Day. 

IV. 
Through the dolorous dell at laft: we wind. 
Arriving where the rude Cliffs met behind, 

Fatigu'd, and each uncertain of his path; 
The verge, on which we ftood, above the Mound, 
Lean'd in mid air, an horrible profound ! — 

No mortal eye would dare to look beneath. 

V. 
And from the tall Rock's formidable van. 
The platform fpread, three meafures of a man. 

Skirting the adamantine cliffs around. 
Which fliew'd their lofty pitch, fuperb and tall. 
No human art could fcale the lofty wall. 

While on the lower verge, Deftruftion frown'd. 

VI. 

But ndther Granite mines, nor Pariah ftone. 
Could match the beauties of that marble zone ; 

Nor human art, nor nature, here below. 
With thefe high animated fcenes could vie, 
(Sketched by fome winged artift of the Sky,) 

Which dcck'd the poUfli'd Cliff, a fplendid fliow. 
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vn. 

"^th that pacific pledge, fo oft with pain 
And forrow fought around the world in vain. 

An Angel fhoots acrofs the rolling fpheres, 
"While Hcav'n above recall'd its martial guard. 
And all at once, with gracious imile, unbarr'd 

Its rigid portal, fhut for many years. 



His gentle afped woke the Virgin's &ith, 

The Marble feem'd infpir'd wjjch magic breath, ' 

Sweet on bis lips the Ave feem'd to found : 
Humility and joy were feen to fhine 
In the meek afped of the Maid divine ; 

Her lifted eyes her deep devotion own*d. 

IX. 
The beauteous Form, with fuch confummate art 
Anfwer*d the heavenly Type, it thrill'd my heart. 

** More fcenes are yet to view," the Mantu an laid. 
As on my left he ilood : my feet and eyes 
At once I mov'd ; and faw, with freih furprife. 

New pi^r'd wonders on the rock difplay'd. 

X. 

Attendre, near my ghoftly Guide I prels'd. 
And law the tardy team, the facred cheft 

St. nit *>i>-J Tbe Satutadoa of tLc Virgin Mary. Luke i. 
HerHuHiLirr ia the Example propofedi ud probably thcHunu- 
littiiHi of her Son it alio impUed. 

VoL.IL L TTiat 
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That would not bear the touch of hands profane : 
. The choral families, that fung before. 
In fcven fair fquadrons walk'd the facted floor. 

And caught, from rank to nuA, the hallow'd ftrain. 

XI. 
The pealing Anthem feem'd fo loud aiid clear. 
That Fancy's eye almoft deceiv'd my ear ; 

ITie fumes of incenfe that appear'd to rife. 
And in a fr:agrsnt cloud wtre feen to fail 
' Along the ■welkin, fean*d to Icent the gale. 
And fill the cheered (enfe with new furprlft. 

XU. 

'l"he royal Pfalmift led the dance aad fong, 
Confpicuous by his joy amid the throng ; 

Lefs than a Monarch ndw he feem'd, yet more : 
Forth from her cafettient fookM the haughty Queeo* 
Deep fcom and indignaicHi mark'd her trdcn. 

As her eyes morM the boty trhnnpll o'er. 

xm. 

Still on I pafs'd, along the pi&ir'd wall, 
Where now another Pageant feem'd to call. 

From Israel's hallow'd ifcenes, my roving eye j 
There Trajam rode, bi ^ tlie pomp of war : 
A wailing WdoW ftop'd hk troplucd car^ 

And claim'd his mercy with a fuppliont cry. 

St. Mt. /. J. —J*' fc«f **)- ^fttnj Emnnple of the Prifc of Mi- 
CHAi-, the Daughter of Saul; Mad her fcom of DariD's hsi^ 
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XIV. 
HeedleTs of trampling hoofs, and clamours loud. 
The rufliing onfet of the coming crowd. 

The waving banner, and the golden wing 
Of Rome's imperial bird, that gleam'd abore. 
She Hood, and feem'd with melting words to move 
The lift'ning Captains, and their mamal Kmg. 

XV. 
** Avenge me, for my Son !" flie feem'd to fay, 
** By ruffians gor'd, he breath'd his foul away." 

** Wait my return,*' the haughty Monarch faid, 
"With pungent grief, that feem'd refped to wave. 
She cry'd, " If you fhould fill th* untimely grave. 

Then how fliall mighty Trajan 'venge the dead?" 

XVI. 
Mid he reply'd, ** Whoever fills my room. 
Shall on the Murd^'er pafs a righteous doom." 

" Tell me," ihe anfwer'd, •* do your hopes depend 
On OTHERS merit, when your own you flight ?" 
•* Be pacify'd," he faid, ** you claim your right ! 

Juilice and Mercy both our hafte fufpend." 

Si. svi. /. i.^-'oihoeoerfiU my roomi On what ancient authonty 
tbiriBattnbutedto Trajam is not very clear; fome a^idicin afcrilM 
ittoAoKiAH. Landino records the legend of St. Grboory, wh« 
fb much admired the ioHance of royal coodefcenfion and humility, 
that by hia prayen he procured a rekafe for the Emperor from the 
LiMBUi Patrvm, and a tranflation into Paradife. Landiko. 

We learn from Landiho, that the celebrated Giotto, the it- 
ftorer of Pkanting in IxAty, had treated thcfe veiy fubJeSr. 
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xvn. 

That Potentate, to whofe unbounded view 
All things at once are prefent, old and new. 

Thus made the animated Stone declaim. 
With wond'rous organ, to the ravifli*d ear. 
Of things in this inferior Hemifphere, 

By means unthought by Man, untold by Fame, 

xvni. 

While on thefe Miracles of Skill I gazM 
At the materials, and the hand, amaz'd, 

Whofe energy infpir'd the filent Stone, 
The Mantuak cry'd, ** Obferve the coming Show! 
— Yonder the Pageant nwves, fedate and flow, 

Ordain'd to guide you to a loftier Zone." 

XIX. 
My eyes, to novelty attentive, ftill 
On the deep bafis of the rifmg Hill 

Were fix'd. Now ye, that liften to the ftrain> 
Let not the Sinner's doom your mind difmay. 
Think on their Crown, and not what price they pay. 

To buy admittance to the heav'nly Train. 

XX. 
Time to an end the fiiarp inflidion draws, 
Hdl gapes for them in vain ; by milder taws 

Bound here below to fuffer, and to weep ; 
nil all fublunar things fhall pafs away. 
And at the daura of that dedfive day 

The Hierarch's trump ihall thunder thro' tke deep. 
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XXI. 

With ftudious eye I watch'd the Mountam's van. 
And to the gentle Roman thus began : 

" Thofe are not human Forms, that move along 
Like morning clouds, or dreams delude my fight :" 
The Bard repiy'd, *' Their lamentable plight 

Bend to the ftony foil the fentenc'd throng. 

xxn, 

** Even me, the hideous Penance long decdv'd ; 
like you, I look'd, and fcarce.at length believ'd ; 

But turn your eyes with (harpen'd fight below : 
See ! how they wind around that rocky bafe, 
Each bent in different poftures of difgrace. 

And funk in fad variety of woe." 

Si. xxp. I. I.] The real diflrefles ocnfioned by Pride in this 
life, are aptly (hadowed forth by the bearing of burden*, adapted 
to the different dcg^reei of this odious and uochrilUan vice. For 
fuch iardeU are, in reality, borne by every haughty man, accord* 
tog to bi> degree of arrogance. His fenfibiUty ia increafed to a 
morbid degree ; and id proportion to this, every crof« or obftaclc, 
every teal or unaginary afiront, increafes hit pain, and his irrita- 

" As Pride makes a man lift the head liigh," fays Landino, 
" it u but juft that it Diould be bent proportionably low ; for 
AaisTOTt-B obferves, that to make a tree ftraight which bad been 
bent, ve rauft bend it as far the contrary way." 

Irritation from Pride, the proud man always feel* ; but when he 

- begins to be fenfible of its inconvenience, when he feels it an Jn- 

leleraMt load, k begins to lead him to fome degree of amendment; 

paniculariy when it gives rife to fuch refledigns, on his dcfott 

suid his deftiny, as arc fuggefted by the Poet. 

1-3 
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ixni. 

O, miferable Pride ! of BUndneb bom ! ' 
Vile retrograde Ambition ! theme of Scom ! 

Can Reptiles in the duft, of duft: be proud ? — 
Boaft of their meaimefs, (alTify their end ; 
From their immortal hopes at once defcend. 

And let a dowerleft Yice their profpe^s cloud ?— 

XIIV. 

As Reptiles, vho their painted plumes dilplay, 
(Tho* crawling once in. dull,) and wing their way 

On Summer-buxora gales, and claim the Sky : 
Thus were ye bom, and thus you claim your flight 
To the pure Precinfts of celeftial Light, 

If on no fpurious Pride your hopes rely. 

IXV. 
In ImperfedHon form'd, fuftain'd by Shame, 
How can fuch Embryons of Creation claim 

Praife for externals to vile duft ally'd? — 
O had you feen them how they lick'd the duft, 
Prefs'd down, and doubled, hke fome bending buft 

That props the feftal board, or column's pride ! 

IXVL 

If ev'n thofe breathlcfs Forms can touch the heart 
With &ncy*d pain, the fine eScGt of art. 

How were we pam'd for ev'ry tortur'd fpme. 
That here with goiuine preSure loaded deep» 
'Tac*d with laboriom march around the ftcep j 
Mute and obfequious to the awful fign i 
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XXVU. ' 
Stooping, or lowly bending down, or prone 
With tardy limbs, long drawn, and many a groan. 

As that o'er-weening Peft had fiU'd their bran 
"With higher thoughts of self, they crawl'd along, 
Whilft the moft patient of tfie fufferjng Throng 
Shew'd, by their art, they could no more fuftain. 



«*D OF THE TENTH CAl^TO. 



1-4 
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CANTO THE ELEVENTH. 



ARGUMENT. 
*rhU Canto be^ne with a gcaenl Prayer, offered up by the ViAim* 
of Pride : theiit as they pafs, Dakte recogoizes the Spirit of 
Odekiii AgobbiO) a celebrated Painter, with whom he enten 
into Cenverfation, 



'* Great Father! whom the Univerfe obeys! 
Who, by thy boundlefs Love's tranfcendent rays. 

In pureft light, the brighteft virtue ftiows : 
Let all the orders of creation join 
In one deep plaudit to that love divine. 

Which thro' the countlefs tribes of being glows. 



** Let thy celeftial Grace, with heav'nly pitune, 
Defcend, where, plung'd in this terreftriat gloom. 

We ply our powers in vain, to feize the boon ; 
And as the Powers above, that own thy fway. 
With joy the di^tes of thy will obey. 

So nuy th' example fproul bcDcatb the Moon. 



DictizedbyGoO^IC 



I »54 ] 

m. 

** May thy unfparing hand, with daily food. 
Supply our fraihy ; elfe, by Time fubda'd. 

Our ftq)S muft ialter in this vale of woe ; 
As othw's &ult5 we pais, do thou forgive ! — 
Let not our deep defefts our fouls deprive 

Of thy fupemal favours, bounteous flow ! 

IV. 
•* With thy proteQing hand, O Saviour ! fhield 
■ Our ftagg*r!rg virtue, in the dangerous field ! 

And keep at bay the fin-provnking Foe. 
We pray not for ourfelves, but thofe behind. 
That, breathing ftill, their painful journey wind 
Thro' the fublunar vale of crimes and woe." 

V. 

TIius, for themfelves and us, each doleful Shade 
In the deep horrors of luftration pray'd — 

Such load they bore, as when in direful dreams 
Some Fiend's oppreifive weight we feem to feel. 
Thus round the Rock they toil, with tardy wheel, 

Rifing from Earth's Eclipfe, thro* fierce extremes. 

VI. 
If thtjx orifonG thus afcend above 
For us, what breaft that feds paternal love 

Could, for their fuff'ring fisuls, refvfe a pra/rf-— 
To wear the dark temeftrial gloom away. 
To fledge their wings to mount tbe realdos of Day, 

Ajjd aid their pafiagie thro' the vale of Care ?■— 
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vn. 

** So may your palnfiil talk be ended foon, 
And Mercy wing your flight beyond the Moon : 

Spontaneous, as your dioughts, to Heav'n alcend. 
As you dired me, where my feet may fcale 
The fliorteft paflage from this irkfome vale. 

If diff'rent paths to yonder Summit tend. 

vni. 

** Behold ! my Comrade feels his load of clay 
Retard his will, with earthy, dull delay. 

And with a lleepy charm his fpirits load." 
Soon, in fad accents, from the ghoftly ring. 
The trembling Air an anfwer feem'4 to bring ; 

Now know we whence the moumiiil Mulic flow'd. 

IX. 
- ** Hafte! come with us along! you'll find a path. 
That, up the Mountain, from the Vale beneath, 

A pa&ge to a living man afibnU^: 
But for this weight that bends me to the earth. 
Soon would I know what thing of mortai birth 
Here walks ^ong, fo fparing of his words. 

** O, could I but one moment view the Skies j 
Could I bfit lifr alofr my llraining eyes, 

(Altho* his name he ddgns not to difclofe,) 
I'd know, if e'er we met l^eyond the tomb, 
Td know, if F!ty for my direful doom 

Oat piay'r could gain, tp footbe my countlels woes., 
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XL 
** Fair Latium claim'd my birth, of Tuscan line; 
Aliwbrandesco's honours erft were mine, 

(If e*er you heard that celebrated name). 
My Sire's atchievements, and their long renown, 
£0 fweird my Pride, I feem'd to live alone. 

And more than mortal rights prefum'd to claim. 

xn. 

*• I held my Brethren of the Duft fo low. 
That whomfoe'er I met, I made a foe. — 

The bloody fequel, let Campacna tell ; 
Where, for my arrogance, I paid with blood ; 
Nor is MY Pride alone by Plagues purfu'd. 

But numbers more the dire proceflion fwell. 

xni. 

" I fcom'd to lay a fiioukler to the weight 
Of human woes on earth. Impartial Fate, 

An heavier load upon my loins beneath 
Has laid ; and doom'd me round the Rock to wind. 
Till Heav'n, at laft, pronounce my foul refin'd 

From her deep fcurf, amid the walks of Death." 

St. xi. /. 1. Aldobi.andgsco^3 Count of Sakta Fiore in 
Siena. His Brrogance wai (o aDfuSerablCt and his fdfifhnefa and 
oppreflions rendered him fo odious, that the People of Sikna tofe 
Bgainll him in a body, and killed him. Similar inftances often oc- 
curred in Ireland, fome time before the late rebcllioa. 

Aristotle juftly obferves, " That the contempt implied by 
Pride, is lefs readily forgiven, than even a real injury ; as it impliea 
a derogatory opinion of our underftanding, and even our power to 
revenge ; aggravated by the circumftance, that the proud man pub- 
licly IhowB that fuch is his opinion of lu. — Contempt is hatred 
mixed with pride, and implies a defign to offend without any caufe 
but a wifh to give offence." Arist. Rb«t. lib. i. cap. 2. feft. 4. 
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XIV. 

I ftoopM my ear to this d^raded Man, 

When one, that feem'd to lead the groaning van. 

Suddenly tum'd, with his enormous load j 
With keen diftorted look, and upward eyes : 
He knew me foon, and mark'd with deep furprife; 

How bent I march'd along the peopled road. 
SV. 
I knew him, tbo* his lines I fcarce could trace : 
" O, tell!" I cry'd; " did that disfigur'd fece 

To Oderisi, once on earth, belong? 
Let him declare, if I may trull my eyes: 
Second to none beneath Etrurian ikies, 

His magic pencil chann'd the wond'ring Throng." 
XVI. 
** I thought fo once," he faid ; " but now I know. 
With richer tints my Franco's tablets glow; 

My Pupil erft, he more than (hares my Bmie; 
That truth, above, my felfilh heart deny'd, 
A rival in my Art, my wounded pride 

Scom'd to acknowledge, and fupprds'd his claim. 

xvn. 

•* But now my want of candour pays the 6ne, 
A lot of deeper horror had been mine : 

But to th' atoning God, with timely hafte, 
t tum'd, and for afliftance humbly pray'd. 
While yet, my aftive thoughts the will obey'd. 

Nor let th' accepted moments run to wafte. 

Sf. xti. /. J. — (■jfFr*iicoJ Frahco BoLOOMBji, 1 I^intcr, 
pupil of Odexiii. 
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** The glory of a nfing Art, how vain I 
How fooD eclips'd by the fucceeding train f 

O'erlook'd, unlefs an tige of mental Kight 
Succeeds the fplendotirs of the new-bom Day, 
Whofe daiknefg gives the fidnt and dubious lay. 

By her contrafted {hades, the name of light I 

XIX. 
** Thus Ciwabue's glories find a wane. 
And now Ghiotto ttaaet without a ftain. 

While Cavalcante's hands the crown refign. 
To deck another GuiDo's brow with bays : 
A few rcTolving Moons, perhaps, may raife 

A third, afcendant^ as thdr Stars decline. 

XX. 
** The breath of Fame is but a fickle gale, 
Whofe veering blafls from every pcnnt prevail^ 

And every change bdtows a different namef 
Ah! wherc's your 'vantage, if yon caft away. 
In years, the muddy vefbue of decay. 

As when the fwathe involves your tender frame? 

St.MX.Ki. — T^ujCimabue] AfamouiFkOtntTrHK Pftinteiv 
taught by fonw Gkcik Exiles ; the Tutor of Ghiotto, iHm far 
excelled him, being tlu hA that Ibrfbok tlie ibfF rauuier of the 
Gkeek*.— Gaav'i Cirenologital TtUei, fMfbeibj Maiok. 

Ghiotto was bred a Sbcpherd. His genius wa* found out by 
CiMABVE, by feeing a Sketch he had made of a Flock of Sheep. 
From ViiAftii in Mem. of the HouCc of Msoict) tnnUatcd by 
Kr RiCHAKD Clayton. 
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'* Can you fuppofe her long, fonotous blaft. 

Thro' twice fix thouiaiid chan^ng Moons, 'will USti 

Tet, what is that to Heav'n's eternal yet*?— 
Lefs, than the quick glance of human eye* 
To that flow morement of the ample Sky, 

That turns around the univerial Sphere! 

xxn. 

** Fame fung aloud of yonder haplefs Mah, 

Slow moving with his burden in the van: ^- 

Now fcarce StSMA hears his «hi^Kr*d name, 
Tet there he rul'd with undifputed fway, 
'When Florence bled in MoMTAnnTi's day; 

Then,fwoIn with Fride; butnow,fuSus'd witfaShafte. 

St. xsii. /. I. Fane fung alotid'^ Pkovbnzah Saltahii Pne< 
tor of Flokikce, at tke time of thdr miifortnne at MoNTiiriaTif 
H< exCTcifed great tyranny o*er the Sieheie, then aOicB of the 
Floeehtihe); and, having delayed hit Pebitcoce too bng, the 
Poet fay*, would hare been eondemned longer to the ANTl•t^)E- 
OATOEio, but for an a& of atreme htmSty and bcnemletice j by 
which he procured a ranfom for hia Friend, who had hcentakcD Pr^ 
fbncr at the Battle of St. Valentine, by Chaelee of Akiou. 
The viAor refufed to releafe him, widiout an immoderate ranfoin — 
to lery which, he allotted only a certain Ihort period; the forfeit 
WBttobehiBPrifoner'ilife. Saltani rcpah^tothe Maricet^ace 
of SiEDA, and caufed a carpet to be fptead is the ftrcct, to noatt 
the coDtiibutioat of the dtizeni ; for which he fiqiphcatcd with al 
the humility of a meadicaBt, and fuccecded beyond his expedation ; 
acircumifauice, at leaA, equally honourable to the people of Siema. 

Dahtb take* care to mention his own cure of the mortal fin of 
Piide ; elfe, according to the laws of Luftration, be mnft have n> 
mained thov tffl it was purged away by Paiot 
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XXIE. 
** What's Fame P-*— the tender bud, that fpringg in Maf » 
Non'd by the beam that haftens its decay; 

To fickly yellow chang'd, from vernal green!** 
** O !" I reply'd ; ** I feel thy words expel 
That Pride, that us'd my haughty heart to fwell ; ' 

And Meeknels fpreads her funlhine o'er die fcene. 

XXIV. 
« But tell hig Title, tho' his Fame be loft." 
** Salvaoni," — he retum'd ; " his Pride impos'd 

On doom'd Siena's Tribes, an heavier load. 
Than e'er of old that free-bom people bore > 
But now, his haughty Spirit, o'er and o'er. 

The purchafe pays below, in tears and blood. 

XXV. 

•• But if the Moon as many circles fills. 
As Sinners pafs, ere Penitence diftiUs 

On their laps'd hearts the renovating tear j 
(If to Life's lateft ebb thdr grief delays,) 
Ere they're allow'd thefe hallow'd bounds to trace ; 

What mighty Privilege has fix'd him here? 

XXVI. 
* Ev'n then, when Glory crown'd his haughty brow," 
He faid, ** his human feelings brought him low, 

A ranfom for his fuffering Friend to pay j 
An humble Suppliant to the abjeft Crowd, 
Before his Staves he trembled, and he bow'd. 

From the fall'n Man to ward the fatal Day. 
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XXVIL 
" A fteraer Tutor foon fhall make thee know 
The fad complexion of a fuppliant's woe. 

When Florence lliall difmifs thee from her CoaA, 
And fend thee far in diilant Climes to roam."— 
Thus ONB benignant deed revers'd his doom. 

And gave a parage to Luftration's poU. 



END OF THE ELEVENTH CANTO. 



Vol. II, 
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CANTO THE TWELFFH. 



ARGUMENT. 
The FoeU proceed) and find many more Examplea oF Pride fralp* 
tured upoD the Rock; which aic defcribed at length. They 
depart at lall, and are direded to the JJecond Sta^c 



LIKE parient Steers together thus we go. 
While groaning underneath a weight of woe. 

The Artift, thus purfu'd his mournful theme, 
"While Marc's hafte allow'd ; at laft he cry'd, 
•* Defift ; for fail and oar muft now be ply'd 

To ftem the current of no gentle ftream." 

n. 

Rifmg, I ftood ereft j but funk and ftill 

Each high prefumptuous thought, that us'd to fill 

My foul with tumult, and my heart with Pride, 
In calm ftagnation flept, by Wifdom laid j 
Humbly I follow*d the conducing Shade, 

And circled with quick ftep the Mountain's fide. 

UI. 
When thus began the Mantuan : " Bend your eye 
Downward, and mark what fcenes beneath you tie." 
Ma Ilook'd. 
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I look'd, and faw, where'er my footfteps paTs'd, 
Mosaic Images adom the floor, 
Superior for to thofe that keep feciire 

High nafne^ of old from Xinie's continual >,vafte. 
IV. 
If lofty fcenes of fublunary fldll 
The melting heart with Sympathy can fill;, 

Or bid the fires of Emulation glow 
In earthly bofoms, what celeftial fire 
Mull thefe ennobling Images infpire, 

Rang'd on the Zone of adamant below ? — . 
V. 
There, I beheld the heav'nly rebel hurl'd, 
Like flaming thunder-bolt, from world to world ; 

5/.iii. /, 4. Mosaic imafM — ] I have taken theKberty of altering 
the Bas-reliefs of this ftage to Mosaic ; for though the word inla^Sdta 
be certainly ufcd, the dcfcriptions arc more confooant to the latte^ 
than the former, for inftanee, in thcfc hnes ; 

Qual di pennel fu Maeftro, c di ftile 

Che ritraeffe I'ombre, e traite ; ch'lvi 

Mirar faceva un' ngegno fotcile ! C. it. 6^. 

Mosaic was certainly known in Italy bcfprc the time of Das'ti: ; 
as fome ancient monuments of it, executed as early as the twelfth 
century, are mentioned in feveral publications ; particuhrly fame 
at PisAt from which the Modems copied. See Encyclop. 
Briiann, under t'le word Mosaic, From the defcription givei^ 
there of the manner of its execution, it appears that the tenn m- 
lagFioto is not mifapphed. 

Si. v. /. 1.3 Thin image Miltom Teems to have borrowed) 
. Him the Ahnighty Power 

Hurl'd headlong, flaming from tb' ethereal height, 

With hideous ruin and conbuftioD, down 

To bottomlefs perdition. 

Briareus 
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Briareus there, in iron flumbers lay, 
Rerc'd by celeltial fires. Apollo nigh. 
And Mars, and Pallas, in their Father's eyej 

Difmember their huge Foes in mortal fray» 
VI. 
beneath the umbrage of his lofty Tower, 
NiMROD, with indignation, feem*d to lour 

On his long labours, and his baffled hofl: : 
O NioBE ! what anguilh fill'd my breafl. 
When I beheld thee fit, with grief oppreft. 

O'er thy dead children, once thy pride and boaft!— ^ 
VII. 
High-minded Saul !— ^-Alas ! how pale and wan 
You feem'd to lie on Gilboa's lonely van, 

(Unvifited by rain, or kindly dew, 
E*er fince, as Rumour fays,) Arachme nigh^ 
Half-womati, half a fpider, feem'd to ply 

His flimfy talk, and Pallas' rage to rue^ 

vm. 

Rdboam there, above the flying wheel 

That bore him from deftru^on, feem*d to feel 

a.T. /. 3. BxiAKius — J SuClavdiah Gioahtomackia, 
and Statioi Theb. v. 593. 

St.ti. /.a. NiMROD— ] G«oefii,xij 

/. 4. NiOBB — ] See id Ovid. !ib. li. bet dc&mce aoA 
conteinpt of Afollo and OiAXAt and their deftniAion of her 
fouiteen childrea. 

Si. viL /. I. Saul—} 1 Samuel, xxx. xxzi. and a Samuel, u 
^egf OD Saul and Johathah. 

Si, tu. /.4. Aaachhb — ] Her conteft whh Mihbkva u de> 
Ccribed, Ovid. Met. lib. vi. and puniftuncnt. 

Si. viii. /. 1. Roboam — ] Rehosoam, or RoboaiI, (as he is 
nHcd, Mat. i.) See i King*, xiv. 
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His haughty Spirit fink, and, pale with dread. 
The temped of Sedition left behind : 
Near, to Alcmaion's bloody hand refign'd. 

His Mother for the fetal Necklace paid. 
IX. 
There, (IrugglinR with his Sons, the royal Sire 
We faw before his fcolptur'd God expire. 

And the twin Parricides, with rival rage, 
InflidHng wound on wound; Thomyris near. 
Taunting the ghaftly head with jeft fevere, 

" Now Cyrus! now thy third of blood alfuage!"" 
X. 
Then fled Assyria thro' the driving dud. 
Leaving behind thar Gen'ral's bleeding bud. 

While glad Bethulia urg*d thnr overthrown 
There lay proud Troy, a monument of wrath. 
Under the (hadow of viftoriouG Death, 

Victim of Pride, and Speflacle of Woe I 

S/.viu./.y.A'i'dr/oALCMJEoN— ] ALCMjCoN|fonofAMrHrAKiv< 
and Eriphyle. His mother had betrayed his father (who had fbn- 
feen his deftru^on if he went to the fiege of Thebes), for a pre- 
fent of a Necklace. He fell there, and his fon Alcmjeon revenged 
his fate, by puttbg his mother to death. See Ovid. Met. lib. ix. 

Datiti, like moft of the Mniters of his time, is fond of colled- 
ing examples, without much care in the fele^ion, from the Sacred 
Records, and Pro^e or Mythological Hiftory, as they happen to 
occur to his memory; if he had confined himfelf to Scripture and 
auibailic Profane Hillory, it might be laid in his ddence, that hi» 
fubjefl required Examples of both kinds, as Reafon and Revdation 
mutually fupport each other; and not only Precepts, but Examples, 
drawn firom either, may be fuccefsfully employed in a popular 
iroi^. St. Pav l facms to have availed himfelf of this mode of ad- 
drefs, in more inftances than one. 

Si. ix. /. I. —ihe royal Sirt\- SEHHACHiitB. 1 Kings, xiz. 

5/. X. /. I. 7htn JUd AssvaiA — 1 Death of Holofekitis. 
Judith, c. iv. &c. 
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XL 
What high conception form'd the great defign. 
The deep perfpedive, and the groupes divine, 

Deck'd in the magic pomp of Light and Shade? 
Inllind, with facred 6re, the living caught 
Life's holy flame, and energy of thought. 

And Fate's Gorgonian rigour iroze the Dead. 

xn. 

Ev^n they, who faw thefe fcenes of living ftrife, 
Scarce view'd more genuine marks of Death and Life, 

Than from thefe magic mirrors met my fight. 
In dread reflexion from the pidur'd floor. 
As my tranfported Fancy wandePd o'er 

The figur'd Zone, and girt the Moimtain*s hdghL 

sni. 

Now look aloft, ye haughty Sons of Eve! 
Aad airy textures of Pr^un^tion weave. 

Where'er your glances roam around the Sky j 
But never caft y<>ur humble eyes below. 
Nor dwell upon the dark degrading ihow. 

Left Fancy learn an humbler pitch to fly I 

XIV. 
Thus, with the Sun, we meafur'd round the ffiU 
Much further than we thought : Attentive ftill 

To that ilrange Zodiac which bene^h us lay t 
When Maro, heedfiil of our great defign, 
Exclaim'd : ** No longer let your head decGne, 

Superior obje&s claim your ^11 furvey. 
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XV. 

*' Cherubic pinions ruftle in the gale ; 
Sec, where an Angel comes, on eafy fail ! 

And now, fince Phosphor clos'd the gate of Night, 
The fixth fair Handmaid of the Mora has fpim 
Her hourly talk, her Sifter has begun, 

And catches from her hand the web bf Light." 

XVI. 
Accuftom'd to his monitory voice 
By far too well, to need a warning twice, 

I rais'd my head ; when, lo ! in heav'nly veft, 
A fliape was feen, with more than mortal charms. 
And face like Phosphor, when from Thetis' anns 

His twinkling Glory crowns the dawning Eaft. 

xvn. 

With arms fubiime, that floated on the air. 
Wafted on level plume, the Vifion fair 

Came failing, and alighted where we ftocd : 
" This is your way," he cry'd; *' afcend this height! 
It much will eafe you, in your upward flight. 

To leave your Pride behind, an hateful load. 

xvm. 

*' How few, alas ! can find tli' afcending. way ! — 
Ye Souls for Heav'n defign'd! ye Sons of Dayl 

Why Ihould a random breeze o'erfet your fail 
When heav'n-ward bound ?" He fpoke, and onw-ard led. 
Where a rude op'ning in the rock difplay'd 

Defcending ftars, fw favour'd feet to fcale; 
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XIX. 
Ere I had time to touch the high Degrees, 
O'er my fiice, like Ev*ning's gentle breeze, 

"Hk fpangl'd pinion pafs'd, and fwept away 
One fignature of Sin j then gave the fign 
Of our admittance thro* the Pafs divine. 

Shewed us the Path, and mingled with the Day. 

XS. 
"Where Mbricato's holy fpire commands 
That City, which by patriot Wifdom fiands 

And lore of right, a Mountdn Path afcends 
With eafy Hope, where Rubaconti ftrides 
Acrofs the tumult of the Tuscan tides, 

And o'er the flood his giant arch fufpends. 

XXI. 
like this, (no lonely path, in times of gold. 
Ere right, in Florence, yet was bought and fold. 

And meafures, weights, and records were fecure ;) 
Seem'd that aerial I^th to wind on high ; * 

But gloomy rocks, that Ihaded half the Sky, 

On either hand the funlefs road immure. 

xxn. 

Yet, wafted on the dulky air, we heard 
Celellial voices, tho' no Form appear'd : 

The happinefs they fung of humble fouls. 
With hymns : we enter here. Ah ! diftrcnt far 
From that fell concert, that ferocious jar 

Still raguig, where the Stygian current rolls ! 
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xxra. 

. tJp the afcending fteps I feem'd to fkim. 
And found a pinion lifting ev'ry Umb ; 

More lightly pois'd, than when I trod the plain. 
" What load," I cry'd, " is Ughtcn'd fixim my breaflj 
(Sage Mailer! tell,) that, negligent of reft. 

Upward no more we feem with toil to ftrain f 

XIIV. 
** When thofc deep marks," he faid, ** that ftill remain. 
Have left your face, like that enfanguin'd flain 

Which late the pinions of the Saint difpell'd. 
You'll feel a ftrong, regenerative fpring 
Buoy up your Soul, and all your Members wing. 

That it will feem a pain to be withheld." 

XIV. 
As one, that fome portentous ftigma bears, 
Tho' witnefs'd neither by his eyes nor e^rs, 

mi in his Ndghbour's eye he reads the jeft. 
And by his hand the fcandal is explor'd 
That 'fcap'd the fight : thus, by the Angel's fword, 

I found the letten on my fiice impreft. 



BN9 OF THE TWELFTH CANTO* 
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CANTO THE THIRTEENTH. 



ARGUMENT. 
The Poet* atriire at the Sttge of Envy.— Ite Inhabitanti.— Their 
Appeannce ud Mode of Peoance defcribed.— A CoDTeriatkut 
with.the Spirit SAriA, a noble SiiitBSi Lady. 



xVnD now, we climb'd, with renovated powers. 
Where, with contrafted bounds, the Mountain tow'rs. 

And other Tribes refine in fiercer pains ; 
A lofty range of battlements fiirrounds. 
With ftony circle, thefe eternal bounds. 

And other fcenes of Penitence contains. 

II. 

Silence, and cheerlefs Solitude, alqne 
Rdgn'd o'er the furface of this rocky Zone ; 

No fiiadow hover'd, nor a trace appear*d 
Of liroig foul ; a deep Cimmerian hue 
ling'd the rude floor, as far as eye could view j 

Where no fine fculptur'd forms the Pilgrim cheer*d, 

in. 

** Khere you wat for words," the Mamtuam laidj 
** I fear, the folemn filence of the Dead ^ 
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Will tire your patience." Then, he tum'd away, 
Quick wheeling to the left ; and rais'd his eye. 
In fudden rapture, to the vaulted Sky, 

And thus began, in humble tone, to pray : 

IV. 

" O Thou! whofe guiding lamp my feet has led 
To this aerial Prifon of the Dead, 

On me your kind proteftion ftill bellow ! 
Inftruft me how to pafs this rocky round. 
And gather Wifdom from the fcenes around. 

In this eternal tenement of woe. 

V. 

•* Your plaftic power the Univerfe informs. 
And the wide bofom of Exiftence warms. 

And ftill would lead to life the wand'ring Soul ; 
If Sin's eclipfe would fuffer thee to fliine 
On the benighted Man, with beams divine. 

And the deep gloom of Hades to control." 

VI. 

A thoufand paces now our flying feet 

Had meafur*d foon, when on our march we meet 

Thin palling Sounds, and airy Tongues above. 
That feem'd, with foul-fubduing voice, to call 
Our charmed fteps to fome ideal Hall, 

To fhare with them the genial feaft of Love. 

£r. n. /. 3. Timf^gSaundt — 2 The Poet JudiciouOy varies his 
Examples Avm the Sight to the Hearing, by fubftitutingthofefliOTt 
and impreffive admonitions miiaculoudy conveyed to the Ear, inftead 
of the Sculpturcf reprelcated above. 
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vn. 

Rrll, gliding by, we heard, in filver tone, 

Thefe words, " They have no wine ■" and paiEng on* 

Its gentle echo feem'd to haunt us itill : 
But, ere it paus'd, another Voice began : 
** I am the Shade of Agamemnon's Son, 

Who drank fo deep of Fricndfliip's pureft rilL" 

vm. 

Still feem'd the Sound to vibrate in my ear : 

** Glory of Rome," I cry'd; ** thefe wonders clear." 

But, ere he fpoke, a third melodious chime 
Floated in mufic by, and fweetly fung, 
•* Learn to love thofe, by whom you fuffer wrong.**— 

Fond Echo ftill renew'd the hallow'd rhyme. 

TX. 
" Here Envt learns to moult his Stygian wmg," 
My Guide reply'd ; ** here l.ovc applies the fting 

To her dull feelings, in thofe heav'nly ftrains ; 
The hand of Charity the reins obey. 
That turns her tardy feet the heav'n-ward way, 

"Where Sympathy's fweet balm allays her pain. 

X. 

•* More you fliall learn, before you gain the Fafs 
Where Fain retires, and Mercy takes her place \ 

But now, with piercing eyes, yon' gloom explore. 
See! yon* dark fquadron by the umber'd wall, 
la anguilh lift'ning to the fainted call ! 

How fad they fit upon the duflcy floor!** 



Dictized by Google 



C <7* 3 

XI. 

I looked, and law below, a Killeii crew. 
Dimly perceiv'd, but teirible to view, 

Half in the dark futrounding fcenery loA; 
A robe, like that the Queen of Hades wore, 
Deep-colour*d like the rock, and lurid floor, 

Involv'd in gloom each melancholy Gh<^ 

xn, 

A little further ftill, we pafs'd along : [Tongtte 

** Pray for tis, spotless Maid!** from many a 

5(. x!.] Eh7t arifet from Pride, u Pride ukci iu mpa 
from Sdfifbneft. From this appears the propriety of expcUing the 
parent Vice, before its ftill nu>re odioiu progeny be dellroycd. 
The rites of Luftration are weB adapted for this puipofc; for as 
the eye is the inftnunent of Envy that ig clofed, and as Selfiflinefs 
vas the root of the cvit, the attention of the ravious perfon is fbr- 
cibty retorted upon hhnfilf, and his idol is Ihewa in its proper dc- 
fonntty. Something analogous to this may occur in his progrob 
through life. The envious perfon is diflktisfied with all aronnd him, 
he fcCB every thing through a gloomy medium. This humour propa- 
gating itfelf, and his aflire powers impropeily dire£ted preyingupon 
the Mind, this tormenting habitude grows, and he at laft becomes 
dif&tisfied with himfelf. By this fpeaes of mental prelTarc, his 
mental powers acquire new energy, and as (according to fome Ethic 
Writers) the ruling paflion only wants to be properly djreftcd to 
become pernicious or lalutary, his Envy, by a fortunate concur- 
rence of circumftances, may become Emulation. — See in Charles 
Grandison, a mafteriy application to the ruling paJHon, in hU 
converfation with Lady fiESUMONT. 

A fingular inftance of Envy is mentioned hy QniKTiLiAn, of* 
man who poifoned the flowers in his Garden, left his Neighbour^ 
Bees (hould cMiaA honey from them. Declam. 13. 
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Was heard. " O Captain ^ibe Heftt above. 
And all ye Saints / for itf, vBUeh/afe a Pray'r.' 
O may ofiended Juftice learn to fpare !— 

Pray for ue, all, ye Families of Love !" 

xni. 

No fympathedc pulfe vas &r&c known 
To TilH-ate in that fuUen heatt of ftone, 

'Wiuch woidd ftot fed for thoTe, whom now 1 viewed 
In order as I pafs^d : approaching nigh. 
Grief fmote my heart, and tears fulRjs'd my eye, 

When by the fufiering Penitents I Hood. 

XIV. 
With h^-dodt on their limbe, in vile array. 
Near the dark bafis of the rock they lay 

In order clofe, together redely prefs'd, 
Fropp'd by die fismiidable ridge behind, 
As in the holy porch, the vagrant Blind . 

Begging a fcanty dofe, in tatter*d veil. 

XV. 
There lay thefe Souls, in miferable plight, 
£qual annoyance to onr ears and fight. 

Lamenting d^ their comj^cated woes ; 
And as the golden Son to thefe is loft, 
£o thofe &ft ftation'd at their gloomy poft 

Are doom'd on Day's feir beam thdr eyes to clofe. 

XVL 
Of each, the ^uftly orbs of fight were lac'd 
With burning wires, that thro* each eye-lid pa&'d i 
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(The fieiy fiJcon thus is tam*d below ;) 
I deem'd it harih to look upon thdr fliame. 
And tum'd, the counfel of the Bard to claim. 

But, ere I fpoke, he feem'd my wilb to know. 

XVIL 
He waited not to hear my warm requeft. 
" Enquire," he cry'd; ** but think, fewwords are beft." 

On the Aeep verge he flood ; the Ghofts within. 
And I, the fhadowy Bands and him between. 
Where the deep rock o'erhung the fcdemn fcene, 

Survey'd thefefentenc*d Tribes that moum'd their Sin. 

xvra. 

Darkh'ng they fat, and from each gory fcam 
That crofs'd the vifual orb, diitill'd a ftream 

Of blood and tears, that bath'd each ghaftly fiice. 
*' Bleft fouls," I cry'd ; " you cheer your inward fight 
With the pure image of that facred Light, 

Soon to revifit you with heav'nly rays. 

XIX. 

'* So may you clear away the taint of Sin, 
Till pure Contridon's fountain fpring within. 

And, free-from flain, with limpid current flow : 
Tell me, if any Soul of Latian race 
'Mongfl your benighted fquadrons finds a place. 

Both might be pleas'd each other here to know." 

XX. 

*• Brother i" a voice reply'd ; " your qucftion means. 
Here, (where no &bling colour intervenes 
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To hide the truth,) what Soul of Latian race, 
From his dark pilgrimage beneath the Moon, 
Here, bent on home, expefts the heav'nly boon j 

Our gen'ral ftate a gen*ral Lord obeys." 

XXL 
Thofe accents, where I flood, methought I heard : 
Nearer I mov'd ; the Speaker foon appear'd. 

A Ghoft, whofe beamlefs vifage feem'd to (how 
An eager hope to hear ; for raifing high 
(As blind men ufe) a face, and ftarlefe eye, 

And Uft'ning ear, it late, intent to know. 

xxn, 

** Spirit !" I cry'd j " who on this favour*d (hore 
Moult your old plumes, ere higher. flight to foar. 

If from your lips the folemn anfwer came, 
Difclofe your former name, your native clime !** 
" While Day's feir Sifter meafur'd out my time,** 

It cry'd, '* I liv'd on earth, a Tuscan dame j 

Si. ixii. /. 6. — aToscAN Jame'] Sapia, or Sophia, a Lady of 
SiEHA, who had, for foineunknovm crime, been banilhed andimpri- 
foDcdiDthc cafUeof CoLLE. Atthattimcasoftm was the cafe, 
" The Flokektines and Senois were fay th' ean;" 

Sha^fpea^i AlPi Well th^ End, Welt. 
two lioftile parties happened to meet near the caftle ot Coile, 
and when fhc faw them engaged, Ihe prayed fervently for the de- 
feat of her countrymen, which eofued with great Ilaiighter. She Was 
fo elated with the fucccfs of her prayer, that (he was heard (it isfaid) 
to otter that i:;ipiou3 bravado in the tixt ; or, according to Lan- 
DIMO, the challenged the Alm:ghty to da hh ■uiorjlijlr dtfed him, 
as Jbt had acquired the utmoji of her wiflitt. Landino Daniello 
by AuGELLucci. 

Vol. n. " N 



Dictized by Google 



C »78 ] 

xxnt. 

" Siena claim'd my birth in happier years, 
Tho' now I count my gloomy hours by tears, 

And pray'rs -to Him, whofe mighty hand can raife 
The cloudy veil that hides hit burning throne; 
My name was Sophia, but the Power unknown 

Whofe image to the mind that name conveys. 

• -"- XXIV. . ' , ' 

*' That you nuy know what madnefs onee was mine, 
Whenl^dence Oiould have mark'd my year*j decUne^ 

Ljften, and if itvy Wafted name I fpare,' 
Believe me not j — but freely will I tell-i — 
Not fmal! appears the comfort to reveal 

My folly, fmce I 'fcap'd the fatal (hare. 

XXV. 

*' In durance as I lay in Colle's towers. 
With Arno's bands engag'd Siena's powers, 

Aijd mutual (laughter dy'd the fields with gore ; 
Devoting to the Fiends my kindred bands. 
To Heav'n I rais'd my fupplicating hands : 

" O,- mark them for the tomb ! I alk no more !** 

XXVI. 
" Heav'n heard my pray'r j Siena dy'd the ground 
WlA.ftreaming gore; Valdarno's woods refound 

With cries of conqueft : fuch .w»s Heav'n's decree- 
On the thick-falling files, with favage joy 
I gaz'd ; a banquet to my tearlefs eye : 

Their overthrow was' Victorv to me. 

5f.xxui./.5. — SofhiaI t.e. Wisdom; the .meaning of the 
Greek word SomiA ; aud the bafbaiout Latio, SAriA. 
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xxvn. 

** Now I renounce you all, ye Powers above ! 
** And fcora alike your terror and yoiir love !" 

Like a blafpheming Bacchanal, I faid. 
Quite brain-fick with a fingle beamof joy, 
like that.fond bird that trufts the vernal iky. 

By one fliort gleam to wintry blaftfi betray'd. 

. . , XXVIIL 
** But niy wak'd foul, before I'breath'd my laft, 
A bok imploring to my Saviour caft, 

.&nd peirdon crav'd! an unavailing prayer, 
Unlfife i^ge Pettisnano's holy bre,ath 
Had tiim'd away the flaming Ihaft of wrath ; 

He pitied me, and Heav'n repaid his care. 

xsa. 

*' But who permits thee thro* our ranks to run, 
"With eyes that ftill furvey the goldra Sun? 

And ftill, it feems, with modulated breath. 
From mortal lungs you hail our darkened ho{(;, 
Contempladng our (late, from coafl: to coaft — 

Who leads your wand' rings thro'the walks of Death?" 

XXX. 
** I too, like you," I anfwer*d, '* ought to fed 
The penal points my orbs of vifion feal ; 

But Envy's (lain will quit my bofom foon : 
A deeper lot than yours I dreaded more. 
Where PRir>£'« fellm bands, around the groaning fhore, 
Meafure the circles of the waning Mooa." 
Na 
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XXXI. 
•* But who can lead you thro' Luftration's gate. 
If your return to life be fix'd by Fate ?" 

Thus fpoke the fighllefe Shade; and I rq)ly'd, 
** Tho' mute, my fage Conduftor here attends. 
An helping hand the friendly Phantom lends. 

To Heav'n my falt'ring (leps again to guide. 

xxxn. 

** And if, when next I fee your native plain, . 
Tou need my help, you (hall not a(k in vain ■, 

If aught my voluntary toils can aid [ftie cry'd. 

Tour caufe, command me." — " Strange, it feems," 
** That Heav'n a breathing Man fliould hither guide: 

Heav'n &vours youj your pray'rs may help the Dead. 

xxxni. 

** But, if thro' Tuscan Vales you chance to ftray. 
To my fad Friends my better hopes difplay ; 

Among thofe vain expenfive Tribes they dwell. 
Who delve the foil, to lead the dubious tide. 
And by their Haven hope at length to guide 

Italia's Trade, — its fortune. Time will tell." 

S/. Mxi, xxxii, ssniii.] Moft of the fpeeches of the fereral Cha- 
raflers exhibit fomc tinfturw of the Paffion or Vice for which 
they are affli&ed. Tlius in SofhiAi we (aid the traces of Envy t 
uia AtDOBKAtiDEsco's account of hjmCelf, there appeared ftrong 
fjrmptoms of Pride. 



END OF THE THIRTEENTH CANTO. 



Dictzsdbv Google 



Z >8i ] 



CANTO THE FOURTEENTH. 



ARGUMENT. 
The lanft SubjeA continued. — ^A CoiiTcrfatioii with GirtDO m 

BRETTINMOt and RlNIEKI Ol CalBOLI. 



OUT who is he, that circles round the height. 
Ere Fate has wing'd his difembodied Sight, 

And, at hi! pleafure, fees, or (huts his eyes?*'— 
** I know him not; but other Miantoms here 
Attend his fteps. As you are ftation'd near. 

Enquire ; but queflion with a gentle voice.*' 

n. 

From two pale Spectres, which at hand appear'd. 
Reclining fad, thefe hafty words I heard, 

As tow'rd me they tum'd their dark'ned eyes. 
In lift'ning pofture. Thus the firft began: 
** In pity tell, high>favour*d Son of Man ! 

Why thus, in dufl enflirin'd, to Heav'n you hafte 1 

Si. ii. /. 3. —iafy wordi'] This Conver&tion it fuppofed to 
pafs between the Spirit! of two noble Florehtikes, GotDO oi 
BsETTiNOKO and Rinieki di Calboui, who had heard the con- 
icrence with Sofhu. 
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m. 

** We feel fuch wonder at your upward filght, 
IkB at a prodigy, by human fight 

Unieen before : — O tell your name, and race !*' 
Then 1 — '* My pareno quaff 'd an humble TiH, 
That winding fluws by Falterona's Hill i 
, Thence thirty leagues it guides its liquid maze. 

IV. 
** From that dire foil . 1 drew; my veft of clay : 
To tell my name, your labour fcarce wt>uld p^ j . . 

Alike unknowB to Fortune and to Fame." 
•* Sure, if I guefs aright," die firft rejoin'd ; 
•* Thence Arnd's waters rife, and thus they wind." 

'• ■Why,"a7'dhi8neighbouri"whyconcealitsnaine? 

V. 

** Say, have its fyllables a magic found. 

That llr^es the human ear with mortal wcnuwl V*-^ - 

The firft reply'd: '* Its good or evil feme 
This is "no place to weigh ; but well I know. 
The flood of Lethe o'er its botmds fliall go. 

And Defolation hide the Valley's fliame. 
■ VIi. 
*• From (hatpatemal Hill, whofe cfoud/creft. 
High ftrdtihg to the Mdon, formounts the reft 

Of that long ratige froih which Pelorus fell. 
To that low point where Arno meets the main. 
And, what the Sun exhales, reftores again. 

No place is giv'n for Truth or Worth to dwell. 

Sl.-n.l. 3. Of that long ran^e — ] The At?ekines, whichmn tb« 
whole length »f Italy to the fouthem extremity, and exhibit an 
appearatice as if they had been feparated from Felokus in Stcil-t 

hy fome convulllon of Nature. 
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vn. 

*' Virtue is hunted, like a noxious peft. 

Thro' all the Tuscan bounds, from Eaft to Weft j 

Whetfier long-fofter'd habitudes of ill. 
Or HeaVn's Jndtdal' doom thdr hate inflame. 
Each monftroui vice^ of every form and name. 

The Fugitive purfues fix>m Hill toHHl. 

VIIL 

•* One horrible refemblance covers all, 
Where Arno fprings: like tenants of the,ftall> 

Prone be your forms (your minds were prone before). 
Go, turn the foil, and glean along the wood 
Acorns, and maft, a more congenial food 

Than Pales' or Pomona's fragrant ftore. 

a. 

•• Next thro' a race of carping curs he flows. 
Malignity in ev'ry eye-b^ll^Iows, , 

But Impotence and Fear confine their fpite. 
-Dcraavtbence "with foaming wave, and thund'sing fway. 
The fwelling flood iadignant darts away. 

Till ancient F.£sula appears in fight. 

X. 

" There dogged fpleen ferments to wolvifli rage^. 
In fell rapacious feuds her tribes engage, . ' 

He leaves them, and another clan furreySy '■ 
Kin to iJie wily fox, with fraud-repJete, 
who fear not deepeft guile with, guile to meet, 

I^ng us'd to wind thro' many 4 ^ubtte maze. 
) N4 ' ' 
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XL 
** No truth will I conceal from Tuscan car. 
To none fo needful, if he deigns to hear 

This meffage, from an heav'n-illumin'd foul : 
The glories of your Grandfbn rife to view» 
On thefe dire wolves he takes the vengeance doe. 
Till red with gore the waves of Ar.no roll. 

xn. 

" I fee him barter their bafe hves for gold, 
I fee the Hving Iliambles bought and fold, 

Juft like their branded fellows of the ftall. 
By human j;roans, his cofTers thus he fills; 
But Fame's dark urn upon his name diftills 

Her venom, and the Fates ordain his fall. 

Xill. 
*• I fee him, from the defolated wood. 
With gory fpoils return, begrim'd with blood : 

St. xii. /, 1, I/ce htm harler — ] FoLCiEtt dt Calboli, grand- 
fon of RiNiERi i he was Padcfia, or chief executive Magiftrate in 
Flokence, in the year 1302 ; and perfecuted the White Fac- 
tion with great rigour. He feized many of thofe in the dty; and, 
accufing them of correfponding with the White Emignnta, he 
caufed them to be put to the torture : many of them, in the extre- 
mity of pair., confelTed the faS, and were executed. The Poet 
infmuates, that he was bribed to this procedure by the Black 
Factioh. Such wasthe ilate of Republics in/orwwagei, alway* 
(at the bell of times, and in their mod profperous Hate) expofed to 
foreign influence, by means of domeftic faflion ; to guard againft 
which, the governing party had often recourfe to the dreadful mea- 
fureB recorded above. Compare the flate of ATKEHs,a> defcribed 
by Tmucvdidis, with the hiftory of Flokence at this period, 
and apply both to more recent occurrences. 

O ne'er 



Dictized by Google 



i: 'Sj ] 

O. ne'er ag^a may fuch a brood be found 
Oq Arno's banks ! — at leaft till yonder Sun 
Twelve hundred joumies thro' the Sky has run. 

From Capricorn to Cancer's flaming bound.** 

XIV. 
As when feme Prophet lifts the myflic veil 
That hides the coming plague, the fcice grows pale; 

And, on the coming ill, with ghafl:ly glare. 
The trembling eye-ball turns ; the Iifl:*ning Shade, 
O'er his aerial lineaments, difplay'd 

The baleful marks of anguilh and defpair. 

' XV. 

One Speftre's prophecy, his neighbour's woe. 
Awoke a ftrong defire their names to know. 

And with intreades join.*d my earned plea : 
Humbly I urg'd : then foon the firft that fpokc. 
At my requeft, the awful filence broke : 

** You afk," he faid, " what you deny'd to me. 

XVI. 
•* But, fince the radiant beams of Grace divine. 
On thee, as on a moving mirror, Oiine, 

Refle&ed full, and lift thee to the Sky; 
I grant thy boon : thou talk'ft to Guido's Ghoft, 
"Whofe eye no fmiling image ever croft; 

But Envy feem'd my fever 'd blood to fry. 

XVIL 
*' Her canker'd hue my fcowling vifage Oiow'd ; 
But the full ranfom, in this dark abode. 
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' By loDg and panful penitence I pay : "• ' 

But tetl me, why, deluded Mortals! tell, ^ 

Such evanefcent things your palGom fwell. 
Where fome mull fliare, and fome refign the prey ? 

xvm. 

'^ Here Calboli's proud boall, Rinieri pays. 
In tears, the forfeit of his tainted race : 

Nor need he mourn "a fblitary fall i ~ ' '\ 
For, from the bounds' of cloudy "ApPEmiJE, 
Round by th« Tuscan fea, the Po, and Rhi^e,' 

One race of pois'nous plants o*erlhadows all. 

SIX. 
" Late times (if ever), with inceflant toil. 
Shall fee them blefs the cultivated foil 

With richer ftems, and fruits of nobler guft !— ■ ' . . 
But where is GuiDO?"where Carpicna's &iasi 
And where the influence of Manardi's name. 

And ancient Traversaro ? — Sunk to dufl:!— 

XS. 

" O fpurious brood ! Romagna's lafting (Iflnie ;* 
Mechanic hands have feiz'd the wreath of -Faine ' 

In iad Bologna, ^iMt Faei^zA's wills 
Ring with the name of Bernardin tH^ bdld, ' 

Who fprings aloft, wifli vigour uncdntrol'd. 

From a bafe root, and haughty thrones appalls. 

St. %x. I. 4. — Bbrnardih tie hold,"] Lambektiaxcio, front 
a mean origin, 'acquired fuch great influence in fioLOCHAi that be 
almoft commanded the-.ftate. Berhardth di Foico aroCc fro^ 
a limilar condition to the fovereignty of Faehza. . 
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XXL 
" "fonder not, Tuscan, to behold me mourn. 
For GuiDo's times; ah! never to return! 

Arid Ugolin of Azzo's golden day*. 
Which flied Eltsiitm o'er fweet ARNo's'Vale. 
Alas! the Sons of Traversaro fail. 

And. Anastaoio pants no more for piaife. 

XXrf. 
•* Their deeds of Arms, thdr fefta! pomp is o'er, 
Vice fills the feats, where Honour fat before; 

The Knights and lovely Dames in dull repofe. 
Who nil'd the tourney, or who led the dance. 
Where val'rous afts, or love*8 refiftlefs glance, 

Alternate trophies won from friends and foes. 

xxni; 

** Why do the towers of Brettinoro ftand. 
Where lawlefs rage expell'd her gallant bandj 

Becaufe the vicious taint they held in fcorn ? 
Happy the times /of.Bagnacaval's bowers. 
That Fate has pal^'d tJature's genial powers, 

And'there noin^t defpot now i& bom ! 



I have not an opportunity htrt of confulting the Genealogies of 
Bo^oOMx and. Fjleh«a i .but 1 fufpe£^, that from tbefe two Ai- 
venturer s,;fpr^£.t^e. He TO and Heroine of a very tragical ftory, 
which may be found in Mr. Roscoe's Life of Lorenzo de Medici, 
vol. iL p. 168; fidt edition. See Lakdiko. 

$/. xxi. /. 5. '.TaATBKtAKa — ] of Ravenna. A Stephen, 
King of HvHQAKV, is bid to have taken a fpoufe from this Euuilj. 
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XXIV. 
** Shame to the Cemiak race ! and fhame to thee. 
Vile Castrocaro ! what infidious plea 

Canil thou invent, thy black renown to hide ? 
Thy ancient rulers, with a noxious brood. 
Pollute the land, mfe£ting field and flood. 
And Vice inglorious rdgns, where Virtue dy*d. 

XXV. 

** Faenza's mafters now contrafted (land 

With him, who feem'd, from forae Demonian band, 

A delegate on Latian plains ; but foon 
Fate Ihall difmifs him to the world below. 
And Hell's deep charafters fliall mark the brow 

Of his remaining Kin, for many a Moon. 

XXVL 

" But Ugoline of Fantolin alone. 
Shall for the crimes of all his race atone; 

His genial hopes are blafted in the birth. 
No Son fliall rife to taint his Father's name. 
No Daughter tinge his cheek with glowing Ihame; 

Still unobfcur'd fliall live his taintlefs worth. 

St.xjjv. I. 1,3. Cenio, Castrocako — ] Ancient familiet of 
the RoHACHA ; of whom the Conunentaton record nothing re- 
markable. 

Si.xxt. A 1. IVhhhim—^ Manakdo Pagani (of Faehza) 
was rumamed the Devil; but why, is not known. Pofliblj for 
withAanding ecclefiaftical opprelGon. 

St. xxvi. I. I. UcoLiNE of Fahtolim — ] Alfo of Faehza j 
celebrated here for not having it in his power to continue the Family. 
Of the other FamiUcs mentioned here, nothing very remarkable 1b 
recorded. 
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xxvn. 

•* But go, fad Florentine ! around the fteep 
Purfue thy iray, and leave me here to weep ; 

Thofe fcenes thy pretence to my mmd recalls.'* 
And DOW the Gholb, admonilh'd by the ear. 
In filence mark'd our fteps j we ceas'd to fear 

That we had mifs'd our way amid thofe walls. 

xxvni. 

Still as we coafled round thefe feats of woe, 
A folemn found, like thunder, mutt'ring low, 

G1anc*d on our ears, and Qiot along the gloom : 
** Whoever meets me, ai IJirayfsrlom, 
Heirs Stigmatic, and mark'd withjhame and/com^ 

Shall m/iant feizey and mark me for the Tomb." 

XXIX. 
Thofe awfiil murmurs ran upon the blaft. 
And, far away, in hollow whirlwinds pall ; 

As when dark clouds decamp before the light ; 
But foon again was heard a fecond peal. 
As when the red bolt, thro' the dulky veil. 

Gleams horrible, and feems to blaft the fight. 

XXX. 
" I am Agladros, now transform'd to ftone:'* 
Thefe accents, in a loud tremendous groan, 

St. xxviu. /. 5- NdPiJHgmaiu:--'] Cain, the firft VifUm of 
EoTy. 

A. XXX. /. I. AoLAUROs— ] Daughter of CECtofs, King of 
Athbhi, according to bbulous hiftory. See her Tranafonnation 
bj Enry, Ovid Mctam. L ii, adfn. 

I heard 
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I heard, and trembling, to the Mantuan fled, 
Refolv'd to venture from his fide no more : 
Again, deep Silence reign'd along the flK>re, 

And Maro foon thofe myftic Ggns .(UTphy'd. 

XXXI. ' 
** TheTe monitDry founds, that ever fleet. 
In awful warning, round this dark retreat. 

Are the celefHal fleen^ of the Soul, 
That ever in die track of Safety keep 
Her voyage, thro* the dark, tempefluous deep, 

mi her arrivd, whereoo (lorme controL 

XXXIL 

** But ye, infenfate minds ! immers'd in clay, 
Altho* you fee the fubtle Demon play 

His baits before you, gorg€ with heedlefs haflc 
The Soul's fwift poilbn, nor attend the che^ " 
Of Confcience, nor the Voioe dud calU yon baick, - 

Yet ere the {ealba of your cure be padb'd. 

xxxin. 

** Heav'n fpreads her gorgeous canopy on high. 
Her glories tighten all the vaulted Sky, 

To lure the heart of man (o heav'nly charms ; 
But your benighted eyes furvey the clod. 
With rev'rence prone, and foon forget your Gos, 

Till Heav'n with penal bolts his right hand arms." 



C:> Aristotls remark}, that thofe who are moft fubjed! to 

Em V y , are prccifely thofe whom we would leall fulpeft of fiicli loalig' 

nant p^fliont; viz. Friends and Equals, people of the liunc familyand 

profelEan, 
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profeflioii, where one would expcA more amitj and cordiality. Thia 
may be dcfigned by Providence to preferve the aftivhy of the mind, 
whuh, jcven in its lowell llage, and lead conuAendable exertion, 
produce* a certun degree of ufefiil emulation ; and may e?en be 
beneficial to mental exertion in another view, as it ia oft^ neceffitry 
fpr this purpofe, that there fhould be fome inordinate paffion, againft 
which our vigilance i« to be kept in oonftant employ, as the beft 
ineani of acqmn'ng an habit oF felf-govemment- 

Amonff other perfona who are moH expofed to this paflioDt tbc 
great Philofopher mentions thofe who have undertaken and fucceed- 
ed in fome great enterprize ; and having arrived at high ftations, 
imagine that they are entitled to ftill higher. This is fo exaflly 
what Shakespeak has delineated in the charader of Macbeth, 
that, as it is certain Shakespeare never read ARisTOTi-E'a 
ttHETOKic, we might abnoft fuppofe them both to have read this 
charafterin that all-reprefentiiig Mirrordefcribedinthe Paradibo. 
It appears to, me, that Aristotle has here exaftly drawn the d»- 
rader of the CaleooHian Tyrantj'for his firft enmity againll 
DuHCAN feems to be exafperated, if not conceived, by the King'i 
declaration, that he would make his Son, Prince of Cumberland; 
a rank which Macbeth deemed his due. In the fame Chapto- 
may be found the caufes of the variance between Beaufort and 
Humphrey, Hotspur and Henry, and fome other of Shake* 
spear's heroes^ Thofe, alfo, who afTeft to excel in any thing, are 
envious of thofe who have (imilar pretences, and all thofe who are 
of a bafe and low mind) as to them things really Uttle and of fmall 
efteem feem great. — Arift. Rhet. 1. ii. cap. I'o. p. 669. Edit. 

It is the moft deformed and deteAafale of all palHons. A good 
man may be angry or a(hamed, may love or fear ; but a good man 
(annot envy : for all other palGons feek good, but Envy eviL 
All other paflions propofe advantages to thcrofelves ; Envy (eeks 
the detriment of others. They therefore are human. This is dia- 
boUcaL Anger feeks vengeance for an injury; an injury in fortune, 
or perfon, or honour 1 but Envy pretends no injuries ; and yet hat 
an appetite for vengeance. Lov<5 feeks the pofleflion of good. Fear 
the flight of evil, but Envy neither ; all her good is the diladvan- 
I tage 
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ta^oranoUier. Hence it is moft deteftible; and becaoTe moft 
deteftable. therefore, fecondly. 

Molt deformed. For it is the molt deteftable, becaufe the lealE 
natural i or vhat is leaft natural, works in us the muft difad* 
vantageous and deforming efTcds. We muft rometimi;s be angry, 
we muft fometimet love and fear and be afhamed, by the neccT- 
fity of our nature; and there are juft occalions for them aD. 
But no neceflity of our nature obUges us w envy, nor is there 
any juft occafion for it. For all men are unhappy ; only we know 
where their uneaTmcfs lies : therefore) there ia no natural occaAoD 
for Envy ; and, that there Ihoutd be a moral one, it a contradi^ou ; 
for the happier others are, the more we Ihould rejoice. 

As, therefore, neither our nature, nor reafon, requires Envy, it U 
properly unnatural ; and becaufe unnatural, it works fuch terrible 
cffeflsin us. How pale, keen, inhuman, and emaciatedare its looks, 
if the undcferved indulgence of conftitution gets notthe better of thcfe 
effects i Now all thefe are demonftrations of its extreme pain. 

Young's Eftimate of Human Life, WorkB,-voi t. p. 37. 
Dublin edit. 



END OF THE FOURTEENTH CANTO. 
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CANTO THE FIFTEENTH. 



ARGUMENT. 

TV Pocta, being dirc^d iy an Angel to the afcent which lesdi 

to the Stage of Anger, on their aniral there are invohed 

b a thick Vapour, which prevents them, at firft, from feemg the 

Obje^ around them. 



Such fpace the Wheels of Day had now to run, 
As from the Point, where Night's defcending cone 

Three hours from midnight marks, to Morning's 
Children ofTime, that pace, with flying heel, [bound. 
The circle of the mighty Mundane wheel. 

And, hand in hand, for «ver dance around* 

n. 

Now Eve's pale Harbinger, in penfive mood. 
On the horizon, like an Hermit, flood ; 

While, o'er Valdarno's woods, the Queen of Night 
Climb'd, in her filver car, the Point of Noon; 
And weftward as he pafs'd, the parting Sun, 

In faded glory, (hot a fanguine light. 

Si. J, /. 4, Cbildrmi^Timtf—1 vi%. the Hour*. 

Vol. n. O 
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But now, a more oppreffive fplcndour came. 
Than ever iflu'd from the folar flame : 

With whelming light my brain began to fwim. 
And many a floating form was feen to glide 
Before my eyes, till, with my hand, I try'd 

To ward the flaib, that made my optics dim. 

IV. 
Ai the flaot fun-beam, from the waters clear 
Reflex, or from a mirror's fplendid fpbere. 

With equal flope, as from the orb of Day 
It comes, falules the eye : an objed bright. 
Fronting my p^, feat back the fliaft of Light, 

And tinn'd the viTual organ dark away. 

V. 

" Son of the Song," I cry'd j " what glorious ftream 
Of light falutes me, with opprefSve beam? 

Nearer it feems to come !" The Bard reply'd : 
** Be not afraid ! refin'd by habit, foon 
Your eagle-eye Ihall meet Empyreal Noon; 

Nor from the radiant image turn afide, 

VI. 
" You fee an Envoy from the fields of Light ; 
Soon fhall you kindle at the glorious fight. 

Whene'er the Sons of ^ther crols your viewj 
When habitude your nature (hall fublime. 
To the dread Pageants of the heav'nly clime, 

And opoi inlets to poceptions new.'* 
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Onward, by heav*nly inftinft mov'd, we prefs'd, 
Vnien, in the cheerful accents of the blefs'd. 

The Angel cry'd : ** The pafs you foon Ihall find. 
More gently floping than the former fcale."— 
With flying ftqis we pafs'd the rocky pale. 

And leave pale Envy's darkfome bounds behind. 

vm. 

Soon a fvreet fymphony was heard beneath,' 
And thefe foft accents rofe on magic breath : 

** happy yet whom Pity warms below /"— 
•* Rejoice, thou heavenly Militant/ rejoice/" 
Refponfive echoM thro' the bending flues, ' 
' And round the verge the gentle accents flow. 

E. 
We climb'd the fteep; our heav'nly Guide was gone; 
The Bard of Mantua now xras left alone 

To guide my fteps : I mc^t, on themes profound 
Converfing, much to leam ; and alk'd my Guide, 
" What that myfterious lofs and gain imply'd. 

Foretold fo late by GtJiDo's Ghoft renown'd ?" 

X. 

** That plague, beneath whofe fcourge he pin'd before, 
Long muft his foul in darknefs now deplore." 

My Guide reply'd : *' 'Tis hence, amid the gloom, 
1^ folemn voice is heard To loud to found 
In felf-reproach, along the rocky mound, 

Thefe willing toils affuage his woes to come. 

St. IX. 1. 6. FtretolJiy GuiDo'* Cho/l~~'} Sec Canto xiT. 19. 
O2 
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XL 

" Low Paflion fixes oft on things terrene, 
"Where oft contending Claimants rufh between 

And fnatch a portion, or ufurp the whole. 
Pale Envy thence fubUmes her raging fires, 
Man's tainted breath in burning fighs expires. 

Thick fuming from the deep fermenting fouL 

XIL 
** But, if our Love can turn its eagle-flight 
To the primxval Source of life and Light, 

Above the reach of this contagious peft. 
In the pure fields of Sympathy on high ; 
Your neighbour's tranfport will augment your joy. 

By the reflex of focial blifs incrcas'd." 

XUI. 
" Oft, as I drink of that celeftial rill,'* 
I cry'd, ** I find my thirft increafing ftill ; 

Its copious draughts but more inflame my foul 
In fearch of heav'nly truth. One doubt remains :— 
Muft not that good, a multitude obtains. 

Be lefs, than if a few poflefs'd the whole ?" 

XiV. 

Then he, — " Becaufe you bend your eyes below. 
On the dark theatre of human woe. 

Its dimnefs hovers o'er your mental fight ; 
But that unbounded fource of blifs above, 
Salutes the foul, that bums with htav'niy love. 

Like fun-beams falling on a mirror bright. 
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XV. 
•* Thus, glancing on the heart, the ray divine 
Bids the rapt foul with double glory fhine. 

Where'er it finds the feeds of heav'nly fire. 
Hence, multiply'd, they fend, with keener glance. 
Their corufcadons thro' the vaft expanfe; 
Love kindling love around the general choir. 

XVI. 

** From circling miirors, thus, with briik rebound, 
<^ck thwarting glories fire the vaft profound. 

Till, in a flood of Light, the fcene is loft. 
If more you want to know, the heav'nly Maid 
Shall clear away each dim remaining ihade. 

When you arrive on Eden's happy coaft. 

xvn. 

•* But, hafte we hence; for, of your fevenfold fear. 
Five yet remain of long Satanic war. 

To laft, till deep Contrition cures the wound." 

I vas prepared to lay : ** My doubts are clear ;" 
When landing fudden on a loftier fphere, 

I gaz'd in mute alloniihment around. 

Si. XT, x.n.'} Id anfwcr to the Poet's queltioD, WhelhtrgooS 
fo^ffid iy a few, be net greater than the fame quantity pojftffid by a 
greater immier f Vikoil fhcw), by »fplcndid image, that, h the 
eftimxtion of right reafon, good communicated rcflefls itfelf upon 
the communicator; and thence, the more it is diffufed, the more it 

II incrcafed; and that geaeral bcaevolcacc and general happinefi 
aiDtnallf produce each other. 

Thii quefBon we may fuppofe to arife from fome fmall refidue 
©f En»7 lurking io the Poet's mind, which, by die anfwcr of Vifc- 
atL, ia underihwd to be completely cured. 

Oj 
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Thetice, in a fudden Vifion, wrapt away, 
I law a Temple its huge dome difplay 

Above, flow rifmg thro' the fliades of Night ! 
The crowded Coarts a mingled throng difplay'd f 
A lovely Matron there was feen to flied, 

The mingled dew of anguHh and delight. 

XIX. 
In tranfport, as flie clafp'd a blootning Boy, 
Smiling thro' tears, ihe cry'd; *' tell ww, why 

Tou caus'dfuchforrow to your Sire and mf .'— 
Jn/earch ofyou, we trai?d a length of way /'* 
That inftant, hke a dream at op'ning day. 

The Temple vanilh'd, ere I heard his plea. 

IX. 

Another Form, mth features difcompos*d. 
But lovely flill, my fphere of Vifion crofs'd j 

A trace of ialling tears her face confels'd ; 
But indignation fparkled in her eye. 
Which quickly feem'd the briny dew to dry ; 

And thus fhe feem'd to eafe her fwelling breait : 

$!• xvii, xviii, xix.J Examples of forbearance and icodentioD ue 
here given in a feriei of vifions, wkich form a beautiful cootraft to the 
fcnlpturcB and other rcprefentatioDs mntioDed in the foregoing 
Cantos. The firft it the addrefs of the Virgin Mary to her Son ia 
the Tempk, after the alann and anxiety Ui abfcnce had occafieoed. 
See Luke, ii. 43. 

Si. XT. I. I. Mother Form — } The wife of Pisiitkatos «F 
Atheki. The provocation given vzm, that n ftranger embixoed 
ker daughter in the Itreet. Sec Valbkivs Maxihv^ lib. t. 1. 
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XXI. 
** Are you the Sovereign tfthu mighty Stafe, 
Tbofefacred tewerj, wbefe title caused debate 

Among the Gods ? whence Science boajis her rife ?— 
Vengeance on bim ! who dar'd^ before my face. 
To clafp my Daughter in his rude embrace, 

Afidfil her heart with anger and furprize !'* 

xxn. 

The Rev'rend Sire, with anfwer foft and flow, 
Clear'd. the dark tempeft on the Matron's brow. 

As with a drop from Mercy's holy fpring : 
*• What mttfi our Enemies expeR" he cry'd ; 
** If pity to our Friends be thus deny'd /'* — 

His words the Vilion feem'd away to wing. 

XXIIL 

Another profpeft fliew'd a furious throng. 
Haling the viQom of thdr rage along : 

« Kill, kill! difpatch!" the ftem aflaflins cry : 
Supine he lay in blood, expiring, pale 
Yet ftill his eyes, thro' Death's furrounding vale, 

Seem'd, with keen glance, to pierce the ambient Iky. 
XXIV. 
*Midll the dire temped of defcending blows. 
His deprecations for the ruffians rofe j 

And on his dying vifage yet was feen 
Th^t lambent glory, which compalHon wears, 
Thro' a foul-moving maflt of blood and tears. 

Clouding, with deep difgutfe, his angel mien. 

Si. udv. L i. Hit dtpncatloiu for tic nijiiau~-1 Stephen's 
forgivcnefs of hia eDemies. Afls, vii. 60. 

04 
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XXV. 
Wafted to vifionary worlds no more. 
Fancy retum'd to Reafon's fober Jhore, 

And the furrounding fcenery now imprefs'd 
Its image on my eye ; the Mantuan Ghoft 
Saw my 'maz'd faculties in ftupor loft. 

And frighted, wake, as by a dream diftrefs'd. 

XXVI. 
** Where have you left behind your felf-command ?" 
Cry'd Maro: " Haifa league, along the fimd. 

With random ftep, and fix'd, unconfcious glare ; 
Onward you came, as one by Frenzy caught. 
Or deeply drench'd by Circe's magic draught. 

Intent on fleeting images of air." 

xxvn. 

I anfwer'd : " What I faw, I mean to tell. 
When firft my fenfes bade the world farewell. 

And my lax nerves their wonted help withdrew." 
*' Altho' an hundred maflis your face conceal'd. 
To me," he faid, *' each image is reveal'd. 

That thro' your Fancy moves in dark review. 

xxvin. 

'* Thofe fcenes were fent, that you might learn the art^ 
Which, when the wrathful Demon fires the heart. 

Freely admits the cooling, heav'nly rill. 
That from th' unfailing fpring, in quiet flow. 
Laves, with Elvsian ftreams, the world below, 

And bids the tempell of the mind be fUIl. 
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XIIX. 
** I quellion'd not, as one, whofe vifual ray 
Draws the dhn portion of its fcanty Day, 

From rifing Sol, or Cynthia's filver Light, 
Exfdring when the mortal organs &il. 
I look within, and pierce the carnal vol. 

With the keen radiance of refiftlels Light 

XXX. 
*' TTiis laft demand was meant, your mind to goad. 
Left it fliould flumber on the heav'nly road. 

And lofe the meaning of the myftic fliow: 
For foon Oblivion on the foul returns, 
Uniefc the lamp of Meditation bums. 

To light your paffage thro' the Vale of Woe.** 

XXXL 

Now, at the bound of Light, the fmking Sun, 
His utmoft journey to the Weft had run ; 

Still halting on, we ey'd his parting light : 
But foon we few a Ihadowy Vapour come. 
On dragon wing, its deep noftumal gloom 

Sail'd round the vanifh'd Hill, and 'reft our fight. 



0^ " It it a truth as clear and evident as polCble to Phyfiologifti 
and the EoquiivrB into Nature, that in Love, Defire, Hope, Joy, 
(but more cfpeeially when thefe PafGont are excrcifed about a great 
good,) that the motion of the hlood and heart, fo neceflaiy to ani- 
mal life, is greatly helped and promoted; infomuch diat the 
Biteriea and veins are furoilhed with a much more complacent, and 
yet with a much quicker flow of blood : the animal ipirits are en- 
, HTcned, 
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Evened, tbe whole circulationg of the feveral juices dfo, (and, of cor< 
fequencei of the office* in the animal economy,) muft be much 
more readily perfomied. 

** The cultivation <^ the food affcftiont, Iherefere, (when kept 
under the government of Reafon,) are remarkably feniceable to the 
grand article of felf-prefervation ; and then, tbe nUunJ confeqnence 
i«, the reward that it by Nature annexed to thefe Affeffiont. 

" On the contrary, in Hatred, Envy, Fear, Sorrow, the motion of 
the blood b obltnided, the heart ii fo contrafted and prefTed, that 
the fySole of it, with great difficulty, drivet the blood fonrard ; 
from whence the human countenance turns not only pale, but in- 
numerable other difordn* alfo follow ; particulaHy in tbe offices of 
the brain, nerves, and animal fpiritt. Such diforders as are com- 
mon to fplenetic and melancholy perCons." Cumbeklahk de legi- 
bua Naturx, part i. chap. ii. fed. 19. 

The Author proceeds to give an account from Harvey's Ana- 
tomical Esercitations, which iDuftntes the doArine he has laid 
down. I Ihall infert the account in the words ef the Tiandatorv 
Dr. ZacHiay Wood : " I knew a ftont man, who did fo boil 
with rage, becanfe he had foSered an injury, and received an affront 
from one much more powerftd than bimfelf, that his anger and ha- 
tred being increafed every day, (by reafbn he could net be revenged,^ 
and difcovering the pafHon of his mind to nobody, which was To 
exulcerated within him, he at lalt fell into a ftrange fort of difeafe, 
and was tortured and miferably tormented with great oppreflion and 
pain in his heart apd breaA; fo that the moft Qcilfiil Phy&ciana' 
prefcriptions doing him no good, he became a viftim to a fcorbutic 
difeafe, pined away, and died. He only found eafe as often as hi* 
breall was preOed and beaten down by a ftrong man ; as they do 
when they mould bread. His friends thought he was bewitched, or 
poffelfed by the DeviL He l^wife had his Jugular arteries dif- 
tended about the thicknels of a man's thumb, as if either of them 
had be^ the »6na itfelf, tn- tlie axtekia maoha in its defcent; 
and were to the view like two kmg ancuiifms, or pretematural tu- 
monn, or diftenfions of the anerial veOels. Upon opening the body, 
the heart and great artery were b diUcnded and crammed witb 
blood, that the liie of the heart, and the expanfioa of the ventTides» 

equalled - 
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<4)ualled thofe of an ox. Thu extraordinary phenomenon was ow- 
ing to the frequent fucceffion of two mirchievoiw pafiiona. Anger 
and Grief. Anger, on account of the injury done him ; and Grie^ 
for his inability to rcdrefs it. 

- In Anger, the motion of the heart is hurried ; the blood boik ; 
the brain is crowded ; thoughts, words, and aflioni, are confufcd; 
and if any noxious thing lurk in the body or mind) it is iet to 
woA."— This confufiott of the perceptions and actions, poffibly the 
Poet meant to reprefent by the dariiufs which he ddcribes as pre- 
niliiig in this Region. 

" Grief produces the rererfc in erery refpeS ; the fyftofe of the 
heart is impeded, the outlets from it are contraded, and the motion 
of the blood languifhes ; the vifage drops, the voice trcmUes, and the 
limbs faiL As the changes were made from the one extreme to the 
other, and each violent and often returning, dther fbme of the vef- 
fds mnft have burft, or an accumulation of blood, and an aneurilm» 
■mft have fucceeded." 

Notes to TowERs'sTranflationofCuM- 
SfiRLAHD'a Laws of Nature, ubifupra. 
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CANTO THE SIXTEENTH. 



ARGUMENT. 

The FttnifluiKiit of the Wrathful defcribed at hxge. Intliit 
Stage the Poets meet the Spirit of Marco Lohbakdoi who 
confutes the Opinion of thofe who deem ovr A£tioas arc di> 
re&ed by the lofluence of the Heavenly Bodiei. 



JN OR. Sttoian gloom, nor driving fogs diat fly 
Acrofs the concave of a midnight fky, 

Unvifited by moon-beam, or by ftar. 
Draws o'er the hce of things fo denfe a veil. 
As that dun fmoke, that round the rocky pale. 

Came failing on, and fill'd the lurid air. 

n. 

Wounding the nerves of Sight, the pungent fiime 
My eye-lids clos'd, and vrrapt in double gloom ; 

The Poet lent his hand, to guide me on : 
And, as a Man, bereft of fight, proceeds. 
Cautious of harm, I went : the Phantom leads. 

With careful fteps, along the gloomy Zone. 
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ra. 

Thus, llenunjng the dark tide, we paftM along ; 
The Bard advis'd, aa on his hand I hung. 

To hold my Pilot, left my feet fhould ftray : 
When many a fupplicating Voice around. 
Hymning the Lamb of God, with various found. 

For Mercy and for Peace, was heard to pray. 

SiOKxa iii.] To the conclndiog Note on the fifteenth Canto, 
fome Obfervatbot may be added on the properdci pecuhar to Hu- 
man Bodies, vhich Ceem more BcaHy to concern the regulation and 
managtmcBt of the Affe&btu and FaSoas, and the wonderfbl 
contriTancM for the purpofe in the Stnifitore of the Human Body. 
.One of thcfe is what Anatomiib call t3w pUmu tun»nm, or Fli- 
cature of the Ncrvn, delineated in WiLLit'a Anatomy of the Hu- 
man firaini ch. sxvi.— " It is fituatcd in the middle of the neck, at 
the bafe of the intercoftal nerve, tnnfiniti fibres into the nla langui- 
ffra and cefophagui, and furculi into the trunk of the diaphragma- 
tic nerve, and the par vagum. It tnnfmiti tbefe furculi aUb into 
the recuTToit nerve ; and thit plexua do« mnreorer fend out two 
brunches towards the heart : the one of thcfe branches baking ita 
life a Uttle lower down, puifnea thefe nerves clofe, and then thefc 
nerves altogether, in conjunAion with fereral blood-rcfTeli on the 
oppofite fide, at laft ibim the plow tarJUuMt, From hence arife 
the nerves fpread over the region of the heart, and thofe netvoui 
loops that furround both the pneumonic von and pneumonic ar- 
tery, which vein and artery are the principal channels of that hlood 
from whence thefe fpirits, which are the animal principles of the 
AfTedions, grow warm, cfFervcfce, and boih This intcrcolbd nerve 
alfo braces the fubclavian artery in its next coutfe, even before the 
vertebral arteries, leading to the brain, fpring and take their 
rife. 

"The intercoftal. nerve," fays Dr. Willis, "through thcfe 
fmaUcr bisnche*, perfonn* the office of an efpecial correfpcmding 
mefTengerf moving, at it were, backwards and forwards, on pur- 

poic 
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IV. 

AH, with the fpotlefs Viaim's name began ; 
Then fweetly to the Diapason ran 

The meafur'd Anthem, in accordant praHe : 
" Is this a ghoftly Choir ?" I aik'd my Guide, 
** Here, from the Bonds of Wrath," the Bard r»- 
ply'd, 

** Eternal Juftice frees the fentenc'd train." 



pofe to keep up a perpetual intercourfe between the fenratlons of 
the brain and the heart, and to regukte the Utter by the 

" From hence the conceptions of the brjun affed the heart. The 
motions of the fyllole and diaftole may be altered and changed. 
The ftate and condition of the animal fptrits, which are generated 
from the blood, fuffer new impulfes, or are reftrained from time to 
time. The thoughts employed about the afts of appetite and 
judgment, have due Wpe and room for onploymcnt ; in which 
thoughts the efficacies and workings of wifdom, and the vtrtucSf 
are plainly dircemed. The Sowings of the blood in the cbeft arc 
hereby teOrained. The irregular thrabbings of the heart itfcif are 
moderated) ai it were, by bit and bridle ; and from hence it mult 
hi^ipcn that thofe irr^jular throbbinga are eafily compofcd and fet' 
tied into regular motions." — I may add, if thefe irregular mutioni 
l>a*e not been habitually indulged ; and thence the mufcles that are 
fuhfervient to them are more eafily excited, while thofe employed 
for the purpofes of reftraint become lefs active from difufe, this 
muft render fclf-govcrnmeat much more difficult. 

" There are two or three nerves," lays Dr. Willis, " dif- 
patched from liaa plexut ntrvofui into the nerve of the diaphragm ; 
inta which, and the foregoing obfervatton, it follovrs, that (thefe 
particular phenonKua not being obfcTvable in the brute fpecies) 
fuch affcdions as with more than ordinary vehemence increafe 
or retard the heart's motion, affed the heart more Tchemcntly in 
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V. 

** But who is he that wades along the Gloom i" 
A Voice began, as from an hollow tomb : 

** He feems, as if he meafur'd by the Moon, 
In other Worlds, the ftealing ftep of Time." — 
" Tell what he alks," retura'd the Bard, fubUme ; 

** And then, enquire the Pafs." I aiifwer*d foon, 

VI. 
" Fav'rite of Heav*n ! who tiy'ft to purge away 
That drofs terrene that dims the heav'nly Ray, 

Soon to rekindle in the Walks of Light j 
Tho' hailing to Elysian Climes ye go. 
Yet Men to my words, ye foon fliall know 

Wonders tmheard, amid this noifome Night.*' 



man than iu brutes ; and fuch A&eAioat are more fenfibl^ and 
weightily felt by man, than they poffibly can be by the mfcrior 
fpeciee, whofe hearts do not corrcrpond by fo many conununica- 
tiona with their bowels and inward parte. Of what weighty con- 
fequence, therefore, it niuft be to our prefent wellJieing, to ob. 
fer»e thofe admonitions arifmg from our very frame and maket 
concerning that indifpenfible neceflity we are always under of re- 
gulating, with allpoffible care, our Appetites and Paflions, as they 
are in fo many ways the fources not only of mental bnt of bodily 
difordcrt ; a leflbn which they can beft underftand, who will feri> 
oufly weigh this important confideration, that the whole fub- 
(lanlial eflencc of all virtue, of that whole obedience which is con- 
fequently due to the Laws of Nature, is comprehended under the re* 
gulatton of thofe AfTeSions and Pafljons, which are ufually em< 
ployed either in fettUng, or preferring, when once fettled, dillinA 
properties and feparate poffeffions, diftributed and divided among 
aIL"-i-Cu«BERi.AKD, delrfg. Nat. Part i. ch.ii. fca.27. 
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vn. 

•* I'll follow, as I can," the Gboft rqily'd ; 
•' And, if the confoladon be deny'd 

To fee you, yet your Words can reach my Ear." 
I thus rencw'd the theme : ** A Veft of Clay 
I wear, tho' doom'd to view the Empyreal Day, 

And in my way I pafs'd the Styoian Sphere. 

Vffl. 
** If gracious Heav'n, by this unufual boon, 
Diltingui(h'd me, to climb beyond the Moon, 

And reach the Courts of Heav'n, an earthly iky ; 
Difdain not then, thy former Name to fhew. 
Ere thou waft deftin'd to this fcene of woe. 

And tell us, if th* afcending Path be nigh." 

IX. 
** I was a Lombard, Marco was my Name, 
To earthly fcenes attach'd, I toil'd for Fame j 

A candidate for what the World admires. 
Your way to Light direQly onward lies j— 
And, oh ! if e'er you fee the Latian fltics. 

Pray for my Freedom from thofe doleful Choirs.'* 

Si. ix, I. I. /ouMtf Lombard— ] Maxco Lombakdo, ft 
DoUe VcDctiaii, aod (liend of the Author, 

With regard to the caftigation to which the irafcible Tribe ane 
here fabje&edi the idea of the Poet feems to bci that) whereat he 
had reprefeoted the confequeDcc* of uDiTcrfal Bencrolence under the 
Int^e of Light, increafed by Difiiifion, the lotegrity of meta* 
phor required that he Ihould rcprefent the effc£tl of Choler by the 

Vol, II. P ^ 
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Inflailt I faid, " My fnlemn Faith I pledge j 
But Itill fonit dtmbts my anxious Mind engage ; 

Slender at firit, but by your words increas'd : 
One moumfui truth too manifeft appears, 
OtrR World no more the Voice of Confcience hears. 

Nor Virtue there cau find a place of reft. 

XI. 
" Inform me, whence the tide of Sin below. 
That I to erring Man the Truth may flsew ; 



fimilitude of Darkncft. It ji in faci a <:hSKi\ iilua ; kr Houu 
fayt of the anger of Acamemhoh, 

AiffTO nan xa^no^, 
it mertafiJ ttie yntiic-^rpreading OTn tKe Mind fium a trifliag canfc* 
like fmoke or vapour, from a fmall beginning, over [he face of the 
country. But confidering the Darkiiefs here, according to our 
Poet'* idea, it mull be underllood m the meani of Reformation ; 
and in that light, I am inclined to think it means the melancholy 
ftate the choleric nun finds himfeif in, when he percdvej that hit 
turbulent paJCoits have left him \a fotitude^thatbythoCc with whom 
he has any connexion, the focial aiT^diona (the L'lgbl of the Mind) 
are withdrawn ; that cluuds and darknefs attend his progreft, which* 
wherever he turns his eye, fpread over the countcnmices of all with 
whom he wtfhes to hoM communication ; and are not only vififale^ 
but palpable to his feeling, in the figns of general avcriion, which 
be feef in the afpe^s of all who ar^ not afraid to (hew it ; lb that 
fear or abhorrence commanicate their fombrons Ihadc* tothe vni* 
neifal pidure of focial natoFe, ai it appears to him. In the neaa 
time, he it ftung by his owd reBe£tioiis, or kept in a ftate of «»* 
tiniial irritation by real or imagined aCla of hoftility. This on* 
cafinefs i« the firil ilep to a cure, which may be completed by the 
Mind'i recovering iitaHivily ; of which this reflection ii a promtfiny 
(ymptom, and the afHHance of Divine g;ncc, expreffcd here bf tb* 
cxainplei reprcfcDtcdia Vifioiu. 
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For fome the induence of their guldmg Star 
Accufe, and fome from wayward Will derive 
lliat (Irong propenfity, that feems to drive 

The Sons of Eve to the deftru£tive Snare." 

xn. 

The Phantom feem'd to heave a long-drawn figfa. 
And thus, in accents, to a wailful cry 

Attun'd, he faid : '' O blind, among the blind ! 
"What World you came from, by your words you fhew ; 
All means you try, the blame on Heav'n to throw. 

And lay on Fate the bias of the Mind ! 

xm. 

" If that were true, fay, would you feel within. 
The Power to follow, or efcape from Sin ? 

Say, would your Hearts your virtuous Deeds repay. 
With the deep-fwelling Tide of confcious Joy ? 
Or Guilt the funfliine of the Soul deftroy, 

Whene'er your Feet foriake the heav'nly way ? 

XIV. 
•* All Images that play before the fenfe. 
Their motions from the fount of Light commence, 
, Which all that energy we feel, infpires : 
From Heav'n, the motive and the movements flow : 
Not all, — tho', that fuppos'd, we find below 

Reafon's bright Lamp, the Guide of wild Defire. 

XV. 
*• This fliews the light and fliade of Right and Wrong, 
And free-born Will, if, to the deadly throng 

Pa 
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Of vices, ftlll an hoflile front (he (hevs. 
And flrikes them to the ground, without remorfe I 
Exertion gives her more than mortal force; 

And ConqueR follows her refilUefs blows ! 

XVL 
** Would you be free ? — with firm refolve, obey 
Vour nobler Nature, where it points the way. 

Celeftial Guide ! it warms the a£live foul : 
Not, like the grofs material fires above. 
That thro' the boundlefs realms of ^ther move. 

Still navigating round th* eternal goal. 

XVII. 
** If, by the Syren world allur'd, you run 
Aibay, and follow what you ought to fliun ; 

The MuTor of the Mind the caufe will fhew : 
That Mind, which, ilTuing from the plaftic hand. 
The gri-iit Creator \'icw'd, with afpe^t bland. 

And fent, an Image of himfelf below. 

xvm. 

*' With rapture, like a fimple Child, it views 
Each gaudy Form ; and what it fees, purfues, 

(By each fine Pageant, in its turn, beguil'd,) 
With unrefle£ting fpeed ; and learns, at laft. 
The need of mental curbs to check its hafle ; 

Wand'ring at large thro' this terreftrial wild. 

XIX. 
*' But Laws, without a itrong conducing hand 
To give them fan£tion, and a due command. 
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From One, that points a keen and ftedfaft eye. 
On t^e clear Mirror of eternal Right, 
Are, like the Cobweb's texture, far too flight 

To check the progrefs of the roving Fly. 

XX. 
'* But, what are Laws, when He, whofe (trong control 
Ought, with that wholefome tie, to bind the Soul, 

Withdraws his Rule, and from the tafli retires ?— 
While He, whofe Hand fliould only point the way. 
No more contented with the Crozier's fway. 

To feize the ftrong Imperial rod, afpires ! 

XXL 
'* The People, when they fee thdr facred Guide 
Renouncing Heav'n, a Slave to worldly Pride ! 

To worldly things, by his example taught. 
Point their purfuit. From this your ills arife. 
More than from Dcftiny*8 eternal ties. 

Or Adam's crime at ^'s primaeval blot. 

IXU. 

** Two radiant Suns adom'd the Latian iky. 
While Man obey'd RcUgiori's holy tig j 

One fliew'd the heav'niy Path : his Partner's ray 
Direded thro' the mundane Maze below : 
Now ONE is funk ; ^e Qther feems to glow. 

With noxious tight, and fires the fervid Day^ 

Si. ixii. /. I. Tvo raSaat Sunt — ] The conteft betwcoi the 
Pipal and Imperial interelU, and its conrci^uence to religion and 
noralit^, are here allegoricallr defcribcd* Sec Flok. Hist. 

P3 
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XXUL 
•* Such ills, the Scq)tre with die Crorier jcnzt'd, 

Infiid on earth, and warp the public mind : 

Now Force muA gain, what filial Love before 
Gave with good-will. But now thdr union dire 
Engenders civil hate, and fcatters fire.-~ 
To know the feed, obferve the ripen'd (lore ! 

XXIV. 

*' In Frederick's days, the roving Mufe could find 
The ripen'd treafures of the cultur'd Mind, 

'Twixl Athesis, and Po's romantic bound : 
Bi'.t now, the Ribald's eye, that turns alide 
From worth, may roam o'er hill and champaign wide. 

And never meet a fight bis fliame to wound. 

XXV. 
" Three Veterane ftill, in that devoted Plain, 
Like monuments of better thnee, remain ; 

Conrad, Gerardo, and that rcv'rend Sage 
GuiDO, whofe niime refounds to Gallia's coaft. 
The virtuous Lombard call'd, the pride and boaft 

Of his fall'n Country, and degen'rate Age. 

XXVI. 
«< Judge, when that mifcrcated Monfter foars 
Above your champaign, with difcordant powers. 

If fuch unequal plumes his weight will bear : 
Time fees, or foon will fee, his pond'rous fall 
Like a difabled Tenant of the Stall, 

Roird ignominious in bis fordid Xiair.** 
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XXVII. 
** Ah ! now I fee, with pleaftire," I reply'd ; 
** Why Levi's Sons were fentenc'd to provide 

For Heav'n alone, exempt from worldly cares. — 
But, who is He, whofe celebrated name 
You lately told, his country's pride and fliame, 

Gerard the Sage, his rank and name declare." 

XXVIII. 
•* Is Gerard's name to Tuscan ears unknown ?— 
You mock me, fure ; he wears that name alone : 

His Daughter's fame, perhaps, may call a light 
On this diftinguifti'd Man. — He's Caia's Sire. — 
But now, ferewell ! — the parting Shades retire : 

A ruddy luHre paints the gloom of Night. 

XXIX. 
" An heiT'nly Envoy fends the welcome ray ; 
It feems an eamefl of celeflial Day, 

Tho' fcarce the woven gloom admits the beam :" 
Thus fpoke the penfive Lombard, as in hafte. 
And thro* the parting Shadow look'd his laft. 

Then plung'd his pale head in the milty ftream. 



END OF THE SIXTEENTH CANTO. 
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CANTO THE SEVENTEENTH. 



ARGUMENT. 
The Ports tmtrge from the Darknefs into open Day. — Examples rf 
theeffed* of Anqer, fhewn IoDakte in aVifion. — He ii coo- 
duded to the fourth Stage, where Selfilhnefs is coirefted. 



IF thou that hear'ft my Song haft ever ftray'd 
Where Alpine heights extend their giant Ihade 

O'er many a Realm ; where fogs obfcure the flcy. 
Which, like the Mole's dim curtain, blots the fight ; 
Thou faw'ft, how, thro' the gloom, the Orb of Light 

With faded fplendour meets the Hlgrim's eye. 

So let Imagination paint with me. 

How, in flow motion, like an ebbing fea. 

Gradual, the dark Eclipfe from Phoebus drew. 
As Maro I purfu'd, with hafty pace. 
When, at the clofe of his diurnal Race, 

His llant beam on the rock Hyperion threw. 

m. 

Now twilight hover'd o'er the duJky plain — 
What Power, O Fancy ! rules the feething brain, 
6 
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And flmgs the whole material world in Hades ? 
\7hat hand the auditory porch can bar, 
Againft the flem, fonorous bla(l of war. 

When thy all-conq'ruig fpetl the Mind tnTadet ? 

IV. 
What leads thy wand'rings thro* the vaily deep. 
When all the organs of Senfation Seep ?• — 

Hail, holy Light ! that vifits from above, 
-(Spontaneous, or by fome celeftial brought,} 
And peoples all the fpadous realms of thought. 

With various ihapes of enmity or love ! 
V. 
Quick thro* my hncy came, with meteor ipeed. 
The bloody image of the ruthtefs deed 

Of Her, whole hands die fcreaming Infent tore i 
Now, clad in plumes, (he foothet her laftiog woe 
All night, with mufic's mdancfaoly flow. 

And lings her lonely vefpers o'er and o'er. 
VI. 
Again I loft the prefent, and the paft ; 
A dread vacuity ! but not to laft ; 

For, like th* explofion of a fummer cloud, 
Down came a Uoody Crds, and ghaflly Man, 
Defpite and rage poflels'd his features wan. 

Writhing in torture, round the &tal wood. 

St.v. I. 3. Of Her, &c — 3 Fkogke, who msJTacred ba !»■ 
fuit Son, to i-CTcnge herTdf of her Hu{band'« bfiddiiy— See 
Ovid. Metam. lib. li, 

St. »i. /. 4 — Uooij Crap, and gh^lj Miu,'\ Story of Hamam. 
and MoKDicAi.^^K Efthcr, v, ti, viL 

Dr. 



Dictized by Google 



[ "9 3 

vn. 

A King, his Confort, and a Rev'rend Sage, 
Watch'd from below the dying Felon's rage } 

Then, as a bubble on the rolling wave. 
Swells to a ludd orb, and burfts away ; 
.So fled at once the horrible difplay 

Of Hamam's doom, to dark Oblivion's Cave. 

vm. 

And, as a fecond, when the iirll fubiides. 
In fpaitiing Hate along the current glides. 

Another fcene of horrour fwell'd within : 
Frantic with woe, I fxv/ a ^^rgin fair. 
Wringing her bands, with wild diftra&ed air ; 

And loud fhe feera'd to mourn a murder'd Queen. 



Dr. Blaik, in his Obferratioiii on the inTctente Malice 
of Hamah agaioft Mordecai, nukei the foUowioff appofite 
Reflefdona upon the Mifeiy of indulging thii or any other 
P^ffion: " Aflemble all the Evik which FoTcny, Di&arc, or 
Malice can inflid, and their ftingi will be found by hr lela 
pungent than thofe which fuch guilty PatEons dart into the heart. 
Aroidft the ordinaiy calamities of the world) the Mind can exert 
its powera, and fuggeft relief) and the Mikd is propeily the Mah. 
The fufferer and hia fufTerings can be diftinguilhed. But thefc dif- 
ordcra of FaSoni, by feiziog diredly od the Mind, attack human 
aature in its ftrong hold, and cut off its laft refource. They pe- 
netratc to the very feat of Scnbtion, and conTert bH the powers of 
the Mind into inftrumeMs of Torture." 

See Blaik'b Sermons, Vol. I. Ser. vii. 

&. viiL I. Sj—numm a murJer'd ^jum.] Death of Amata, 
lite Queen of LatimuSi whofe rdentlefs r^e againft JEhias is 
reprelcQted as the caufe of the War, defciibcd in the laft Six Books 
«ftbe£iiBiD> 

VTba 
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IX. 

** Ah ! why, for ever left ; for ever dear. 
Would you refign your Life^ to keep me herd 

Tet I am caji /'v cruel Fate away ! 
And only live to wail another's doom ! 
Soonj Jeon Hie thee.^ toJiU the yawning tomb. 

Tour fall, and bis, your Daughter's hopes betray J^ 

X. 
A% from the Mind the parting VJfion flies. 
When firft the dawn of Morning ftrikes the eyes ; 

Yet, ere the Pageant flits away entire^ 
It finks in wide mjfrule ; each Image reels^ 
While Light, with gradual beam, the eye unfeals. 

And the lax nerves their fonner tone acquire. 

XI. 

Thus fled the vifionary fcenes away. 

When, brighter than the gleam of rifing Day, 

A level line of light falutes my eye : 
Around I tum'd, and heard, with new furprife, 
Juft at my hand, a gentle warning voice, 

Whigh fold, " Obferve, and ftop, the Pafe is nigh." 

xn. 

And now my bofom felt no other care. 
Than, with rapt gaze, to view that Vifion fair j 

When we confider, that generally they who commit an injury, 
do not pofitively intend by it e»il to otkrt, but arc foltly impelled 
by the defire of fome imaginary good to themfclret, it will, when 
made the fubjeft of calm mediution, have poffibly fome effeft in 
taking off the edge of our refeotment, and aiGft to enter into the 
fpirit of that fubUme Piayerof our Saviour :— " FatherI for^ 

mT£ THEM J FOR THEY KNOW NOT WHAT THIV DO." 
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But, when it met me, like the eye of Noon, 
It drown'd, with heav'nly gleam, my mortal pow*rs ; 
*• Behold the Guide to yon' celefHal Bow'rs," 

The Bard exclaim'd : ** he opes the Portal foon, 

xm. 

•* Wrapt in a vdl of Light, he (its fublime, 
Nor lets the fervent Suppliant wafte his time 

In tardy prayer; but, as the winged Will 
Spontaneous moves the mortal frame beneath. 
So he, fpontaneous to the wifli of Faith, 

Guides our Migrations up the holy Hill. 

XIV. 
'* He is not one, who waits till pray*r8 arife, 
Whofe dull delay, whate'er he gives, denies j 

Let us obey his fummons, ere the Night 
O'ertake us^ with its fhade ; for, elTe below 
We here mull vmt, till, round yon' Eallem brow, 

Afcending Phoebus points his circling Ught." 

XV. 
Thus fpoke the Mantuak, as our fteps we tum'd 
To a deep Pafs, with riling ftairs adom'd ; 

When a foft breeze, as from an heav'nly wing. 
Sudden upon my Vifage feem'd to play. 
Attended by a fweet, and gentle lay. 

That warbled foftty to the trembling ftring. 

XVL 

** Blefi is the Man, in vshefe padfic Breaji^ 
Ne anpy Pafflon lurks, a Demon Gwji •" 
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So chlm'd the viewle& Choirs, while now the Suit 
Ftecker'd the wellem clouds with iainter ray, 
And the pale rear of the declining Day 

Ketreated Ilowly, as the Night came on. 

xvn. 

And now, Heav'n's everlailing Lamps we f^, 
Succeffive kindling o'er the vaulted Sky j 

I fell my pow'rs relax'd, and inly raoum'd 
To feel the ftem arreft, that fix'd my feet. 
The topmoft fcale allow'*! a lofty feaj, 

Commanding Heav'n's wide Dome, with figtt 
adom'd. 

xvnL 

MoorM, like a tempeft-beaten barque, within 
The Haven's Mound, I new'd the glorious fcenc 

At eafe, fUll lift'ning, if a cafnal found 
The Tenants of this upper Zone betray*d ; 
Then, turning round, the Mantuan Bard I pray*d 

To tell, what SouU poflefs this rocky Mound. 

XIX. ■ --, 
" Altho' our feet are fix'd, to move no more 
Tilt Day-Iight fprings, yet Reafon fiill may foar. 

And Fancy wing thro' worlds her devious way : 
Say, what Offence, beneath the penal rod. 
Here feels the dread, correfting hand of God." 

Thus I, and thus the Mafter of the Lay : 

XX. 
•* Here, when the glow of Chanty decays. 
Nor to laps'd Souls Philanthropy conveys 
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Her mental Beam, a new fupply they find, 
Within the verge of this tmnendous Mound ) 
And henc^ with fails new-bent, the vaft proibund 

They fweep along, till Self is left behind. 

XXL 
** Now lifteo, while the Heav'n-deroted crew, 
With Heady pace, their hallow'd Guide purfne. 

And reap fome profit from our Ihort delay : 
O'er ev'ry being in the general fcale. 
The potent energies of Lore prevail. 

Selfish, or Social, with de^wtic fway. 

xxn. 

** SeltLove, without miftake, inftm^ve wanns : 
The other wanders, lur'd by Syren charms 

Seduftive, finom the gen'ral fource of good; 
It courts its objed with too fierce a flame. 
Or lets cold apathy its vigour tame. 

Still varying with inconftant ebb and flood. 

xxm. 

** Whilft upward to the primal good it foais 
On fteady wing, and by their bounded pow'rs 

And genuine worth, material objeds weighs : 
Or by the claims of Sympathy decides 
On others' wants, and for tiidr need prorides. 

The Mind on no forludden chaim delays. 

ai. vua. L I. mAtfi i^v)ard—'\ L e. While the Mind tetm* 
ill dve a&ivity, with it* powon billy employed, and in that fub. 
flrdinatiM to Reafon f»> whidi they were defigned, and whidi all tbv 
ptccepu of Rtiigioa ud lU the Mani of Experience ire calcu- 
lated to direA or nllore. 
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XXIV. 
** But, when Temptation leads its devious flighty 
Or, when its fury leaps the bounds of Right, 

Or fells ignobly fliort, the Soul rebels 
'Gainft the primzval Law, by Heav'n imposed ; 
By Love the Crown is gain'd, by Love 'tis loft. 

As falfe, or genuine Good the Soul impels. 

IXV. 
** That Lore, for want of fuel, ne*er may £ul. 
But mount for ever on th* afcending fcale 

Of Bongs, as they rife, kind Hexv'n ordains. 
That, on the point of Self, with central pwife. 
Its pow'rs fhould reft, and reach the ambient Skjes, 

Tho' bound below by Fate's refiftlefs chain. 

XXVI. 
'* None on themfelvcs depend, and all muft know, 
' That all thdr feelings and perceptions Sow 
From one fupemal, all-fupporting Hand : 
None can detell the caufe by which they breathe. 
Nor by Self-hatred fmk fo hi beneath 

A due regard to Nature's prime command. 

xxvn. 

** If Reafon right purfues the arduous road, 
Not that Affe^on which we feel for God, 

Si. xsvii. /. I. 1/ Reafin right pmfuft — ] i. e. If we rafon 
righti we will perceiT« that the mcial Afie^ons ai« the principal 
nieaiu of corruption ; that i«, from their excbss or defect, u 
tppon from the following DOaili vA sUb from Canto xviii. 



DictizedbyGoO^IC 



C 225 ] 

Nor for ourfelves, but focial Love alone. 
Admits the taint from which moil evil fprings j 
In the Tartarean Pool flie dips her wings. 

And fiings th' iofe^tioD round from Zone to Zone. 

xxvm. 

** Those firft flie tjunts, that to their Neighbours* fall 
Tnift for diftindUon on this Earthly Bali, 

In talents, wealth, or fame, and feed their pride 
By the fad fight of others' hopes deprefs'd. 
And o'er their ruin lift a lofty creft. 

With Venom from the fount of Good fupply'd. 

XXIX. 
" The next that fee! this fuUen Stygian flame. 
Are thofe, that fear to lofe their wealth or fame. 

Or any gift, by bounteous Heav'n aifign'd ; 
And long poifefs'd of Fortune's turning wheel. 
In its afcent another name reveal. 

That threats to leave them, and their hopes behind. 

XXX. 
Another evil thus becomes their good, 
And feeds their black defires with Demon food. — 
The THIRD are they, who, with the fenfe of 
wrong. 
Bum inward, or with fell, vindiftive Wrath 
Purfue their brethren to the Cave of Death, 
By love of Pelf, or fiend-like Frenzy flung. 

XXXI. 
** This triple fury of the madding Mind, 
Ranges the triple Zone we left behind. 
Vol. U. Q. 
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Till lliarp AfflifHon brevs die laintly tear.~- 
But now, anodier Squadron waitt 3rour view, 
AVho, in a latHds track, their good purfue. 

Our feet already touch thdr lofty Sphere. 

XXXIL 
** All follow good ; but with uncertain ^m. 
At once it kindles, and it foodies their flame ; 

But if dull J^athy fliould quench her fire, 
"njofe penal rites its energy renew ; 
For ofi, what Men, with headlong hafte, purfue 

For Happinels, ilecaves their wann defire. 

XXXffl. 
** A Syrea Form b {he, in tinJel drels'd, 
like Happinels, in flature, (hape, and veil ; 

A I^antom, for the life within is loft : 
Here, her three Chmrs of Votaries above 
Bewail the wand'rings of perverted Love, 

In gradual ftages round the lofty CoafL" 



tND OF THE SEVENTEENTH CANTO. 
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CANTO THE EIGHTEENTH. 



ARGUMENT. 

Tht Nmioc at Social Love, or Sympathy, further explaiacil.^ 

Defcriptioii of the Means b^ which the contrary Vice, oFAfa> 

THY, or Sblpishheis, iacorrefted, which gives rife to another 

Converfation. 



X. HE Poet paus'd, and with attentive eye 
My looks perus'd, if there he could efpy 

My doubts diflblv'd ; but ftill my eager Mind 
For deeper draughts of Knowledge feem'd to long* 
The* reverential Silence bound my toogue. 

And filent lUlI I flood, but not refign'd. 

n. 

** My words tmy caufe difguH:/' tvithin I faid } 
But He the motiona of my Mind furvey'd. 

And foon he gave the confidential Sign i 
With Hope renew'd, " Celeftial Guide!" I cty*dj 
•• Tour hand the heav'nly Profped opens wide. 

And dears the mental View with ikill divine^ 
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ni. 

" But the Defire remains unTated ftill. 

To know the Source of Love ■, from whence the will 

Draws wholefomc draughts, or drugs the magic 
Bowl 
With bitter juice." " Your reafon," he reply'd, 
*' With keeneft beam, muft now purfue its Guide, 

To learn how Error's fogs obfcure the Soul. 

IV. 
*' The Soul of Man, inftinft with warm Defire 
Of gen'ral good, purfues with vagrant fire. 

All pleafmg objeSs as before his eyes ; 
They rife in turn, and wave the gaudy wing. 
While kindling Fancy, with elaftic fpring. 

The iOive powers with energy fupplies. 

V. 

" The AppREHENsroN firft furveys the form. 
The Semblance fires the Will with potent charm, 

Infpir'd by genuine or apparent good : 
Inftant, the Spell poffeffes all the Soul, 
And turns, as to an Heav'^'appointed goal. 

The captivated Mind, by Love fubdu'd. 

VI. 
** Love, in this golden Zodiac, likes to run. 
With courfe as conilant as the circling Sun ; 

f/. vi, /, 1. Love, rn this goliUn Zo£at,~-'^ LovE, wliicb 
may be called the operation of God on ms, always carries uc to- 
ward* uniiCTfal good. It is not the iotention of our Creator, that 
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To Pleasure link'd, it holds, in conftant chace. 
The rifing forms of Joy ; while young Defire 
Points to one objeft, like afcending Fire, 

That mounts inftinflive, thro' unbounded Space. 

vn. 

*' And, as the fpreadiog flame purfues its food 
Till feafted full, fo, fir'd by forms of good. 

The kindling Mind by £ital impulfe glows 
Tin by Enjoyment check' d. You hence may learn 
Their haplefs lot, who wait not to difcem 

Love's genuine objefts, from unreal Ihows. 

vin. 

" Love's veftal Fire, and fpurious Flame, they praife 
Alike, and hail its name with lafting Lays ; 

For tho' all objects, made by Heav'n, difplay 
The univerfal ftamp of Good and Fair } 
PafTion may fire, or Apathy impair 

Our Love, and lead it far from Nature's way." 



we fhould Jlop at particutar thingt, but make them fteps or degreei 
to laife our Affedions to that which may be called the mean! of 
giving us fuch enjoyment as is fitted to fill all the capacities of the 
Mind. Reason is given us, to enable us to balance one good with 
siutther ; to deliberate on our choice, and to make the future pre- 
dominate over the prefent. If wc abufe this faculty, if we fall (hort 
of the fupreme good to which we are impelled by a fort of in- 
ftin£t) or go aftray after other objefta, we are guilty of oppoling 
the defign of Him, who has given us this inftind to impel, and 
reafon to give its impulfes due direflion.— See Preliminary Eflay. 
See alfo Platonis Symposium, Oratio Sdckatis. 



(Li 
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IX. 
** Your words, immortal Bard," I ftraight reply'd, 
'* Illume my Soul, which elfe had wander'd wide ; 

Blind to Love's nature, yet fome doubts remain.— 
If ftill external objefts wake the flame, 
Can wand'ring Fancy merit praife or blame. 

Following each Image, m it fires the Brain ?* 

X. 

Thus he retum'd : " What Reafon can defcry. 
That I can tell. But, in the reafam of Joy, 

Beatrice wilt difpel, by purer light. 
Your doubts, o'ercome by Faith's celellial aid j 
To us, confin'd in Death's eternal ihade. 

Few beams of Truth difpart the glo<Hn of Night. 

XI. 

*' All forms below, even of material mould. 
Within a ftimulative Power enfold, 

Wliich on the organs of Senfation plays. 
And {lamps its Image on th' awaken'd Mind ; 
Th' effect we know, but to the caufc are Wind, 

Of what the Ear admits, or Eye furreys. 

XII. 

** Hence, Flora courts the fmell, and breathes per. 

fume ! 
We fee the Flow'rets cloth'd in vernal bloomj 

But that Bne Spirit, which refides within. 
That breathes Elyfium, or invefts the Grove 
With the green Livery of Delight and Love, 

To us, in its effe^s, is only feen. 
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xra. 

" But whence, or how, thefe mingling Forms mitt^ 
And the firft movements of the Will excite. 

We know no more, than how the frugal Bee, 
By iniUnd urg*d, the flow*ry fields explores, 
Aod from the meads colleds her golden (lores. 

The impulfe g^v'n, from Praife or Blame is free. 

XIV. 
** But, paramount above the bufy train 
Of various Forms, fUU fleeting in the brain. 

Reason furveys the Vifionary Band, 
Selefls, rejeds, deliberates, decides. 
And Praife and Blame with equal poile divides. 

As Love's ezcefs or want requires his hand. 

XV. 
•* Our Freedom here the ancient Sages place. 
And hence they build upon a moral bafe 

. The commonwealth of Man; for Nature Aill, 
Tho' the perceptions at her bidding move. 
And the firft impulfe feel of Hate or Love, 
To her al&gns the fi-eedom of the Wil). 

XVI. 
** Hence, Love from ftrong Neceflity derives 
Her bdng, and within the bofom lives ; 

Si. Jtiii. /. 6. The hnpalfe grv'it-^^ We arc paffive in recnnDg the 
ideas of external thing* ; but when we have received them, the ape- 
ratioo of ReaTon commencet (Stanza siv.], or ought to coa. 
mence. 

0.4 
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lis yours to fan her nevern^ying blaze : 
That Virtue, which Beatrice hymns above. 
Is Freedom of the Will, fublim'd by Love : 

Learn then the fong^witb heart and voice to ralfe. 

xvn. 

*• And now, below, the Moon in crimfon dy'd. 
Lifted her waning brow with fullen pride ; 

The twinkling Stars appear'd around her throne 
In dim and fcatter'd files, with fplendour wan, 
Againft the current of the Skies flie ran. 

Where Sol in Scorpio mark'd the radiant goal, 

XVIU. 
" Now, 'twixt Old Cyrnus and Sardinia's brim, 
Where Roman eye beholds her chariot fwim 

In Ocean, ere (he fets, her Hoping team 
Diana drew ; while o'er the theme profound. 
By Maro partly clear'd, in torpor bound, 

I mus'd, as waken'd from a painful dream, 

XIX. 
** But foon the mufeful Mood was fwept away. 
By flying crowds that came in long array. 

And, hke a whirling wind, my ftation pafs'd j 
No madding Females, by Ismenos' flood. 
When fir'd to Frenzy by the coming God, 

Circled the holy Hill with equal hafte. 

XX. 
** Thus, thick and fafl: the Squadrons pour'd along, 
Ciicling the ftony Steep, an eager throng. 
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By all the a£Hve energies inhal'd 
That true Devotion breeds, or Love to IVfan.— 
Like flying Vapours, ftretdiing from the Van, 

Two herald Ghofts their ancient floth bewail'd- 

XXL 
*' O, Mary ! to that facred Hill," they cry'd j 
*' How feft your eager feet the journey ply'd. 

To hail your pregnant Friend, and C^sar flew. 
To fcourge the Pride of Spain ; and, as he pafs'd, 
Marsilia felt him, like the thunder-blaft, 

yet fcarce had time the flyuig War to view." 

Si. xxi. /. 1. 0, Maiy— ] The vifit of the Vihgih Mar? to 
Elizabethi Luke, i. The avidity gf Csfar to complete the ob- 
jed of his ambition) i^ here contrafted with the languor which ob- 
firuds the couife of moral improvement in thofe who are under 
. the influence of the fellilh Pafliona. The appearance of thofe who 
are reprefented here, a» being cured of apathy, and reftorcd to their 
moral feelings, haa a good poetical effed ; but, at firll fight, no 
adequate caufe for their convcHion is given, cither cxprefsly or alle- 
goncally, as in the other inltances of calligatioD and converfion : 
but we ftiallbe able, infome meaTure, to folve thiidifficulty, by at- 
tending to the previous converfations of the two Poets. The ar- 
guments for Philanthropy, there introduced, from confidering the 
nature of the chief good, and the caufes of the right direflion and 
deviation of the fclfifh and fecial PafGons, muft he fuppofed to be 
by fome means ftill more forcibly imprclTed upon the Minds of thofe 
who are here introduced as under difcipline. It mu(l likcwife oe re- 
membered, that thegp-eat obllade to the aAivity of the Mind, and 
tht exertion of Reafon and the focial AfTedions, is its long paflive 
|iabi;ts, and the dangerous alTociation of ideas it has formed during 
thefe habits. As thefe Spirits are fuppofcd to be liberated from the 
dominion of Pride, and all the Vices which proceed from it, io 
the lower regions of caAigation, its effefla may be eafily fuppofed 
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XXJL 
Urgent, and lond behind, ** Away, away !" 
The Squadton cry'd, ** the coming Lamp of Day 

Upbraids the Lamp of Love, that bunu fo dim : 
A£tiTe Benevolence alone renews 
Tbe growth of Grace, like Heav*n*s defcendiog 
dews."— 
The diftant Rear retum'd the fotemn Hymn : 

xxm. 

** O ye ! that for your lukewarm life atone. 
And feel eternal Love impel you on j 



to be ranoved of coarfc. The ptindpil of tLefe, it Sn-FismiEtt, 
and ungovernable Rage. The latter b defcribed a* alreadf fiib- 
dued ; the former we may foppofe to expnr, at a great meafure^ 
with it* caufe. Reafon i* then aQowed to exert tt« natire energf, 
by tbe aJMance of Divine ^race. The fjmpatbetic or fodal Af- 
fedioDi of courfe reriret andi by proper cultrration, are direAed 
to their proper objcdi ; but as in them further deriatioDa may en- 
fue, there u a necefCty for ftill ocw irnproTemenm aod new eser- 
tioni, as defcribed b the following Canto*. 

A general means of moral improvement to aU the candidateK in 
the feveral r^ioni, feema to be fignified by the concaSon of the 
Monntaia, mentioned in the aoth Canto. Thiafeeint to mean the 
powerfu] operation of Divine grace on thofe who hare made a con- 
fcientious ufe of the active powcrt of their Minda. This concof- 
fion is defcribed as caufed by the afcent of a Spirit to ^radife, 
from the regions of Purification, to denote the llrong eBe& which 
the profpefl of heavenly blifs may be fuppofed to have on them, 
whofe effurts have been ftrenuout in the progrefs of moial improve* 
neat. 
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This mortal Man, (nor tlmik I cheat your Eyes,) 
A paflage to the next Afcent implores ; 
O tell, where he may find the opening Dows, 

And teach him, with the coming Sun, to rile!" 

SXIV. 
So pray*d the Mantuan Bard. A gentle Vwce 
Reply'd, " The ready Pals not diftant lies. 

Follow i but if ye loiter, we are gone !— 
So keen the ^ur of Love impels our flight. 
We bum, we bum, to match the race of Light, 

By Jultice hurried round the circling Zone. 

XIV. 
** You fee the Abbot of Saint Zeno*s Towers,-^ 
^Vhen Bakbarossa rul'd the German Powers $ 

Whofe rigour long Milan is doom'd to mourn : 
Juft plunging in the Grave a foot, I fee, 
Of one, that o'er the holy Family 

Dar*d to advance his Son, in Scandal bom*. 

IXVL 
** Condemned to j(un a dark Demonian crew, 
TTiat Prince his arrogance fliall quickly rue. 

Si. xxt. a I. jf^ol of Saint Zeho — ] HU name was Al^ 
BEKTO, noted for his apathy and negk£t of duty. — Lahdino. 

a. xxT. l.^ yoj fiuttgiag in lie Grave — ] By the perfon foon 
deftincd to fill the grave, he means Ai-berto della Scala, 
Lord of VERouAt who made his fpurious and profligate Son Ab- 
bot of Saint Zeno. 
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Who raisM a Sdgmatic, of fpurious birth : 
Mark'd for the Fiends, in body and in foul. 
To rule the rev'rend Choir, with proud control. 
When their more worthy I^nftor left the Earth." 

xxvn. 

I know not, if he (till purfuM the theme. 
So quick he vanilh'd Uke a Morning Dream, 

And, with the kindUng Van, before us flew : 
But diofe fad accents I i-emember well. 
Accents, that on my Mem'ry long (hall dwell. 

When, lo ! another Voice my notice drew. 

xxvra. 

** Attend," the Mantuan cry'd ; " thofe founds that 

come 
So deep and hollow thro' the midnight gloom. 

Convey a charm to brace the nervelefs hand 
Of Negligence." " O bafe, ignoble Crowd !" 
The foremoft cry'd ; " you pafs'd the parting flood. 

Yet to your Hdrs refign'd old Jordan's Strand !" 

XXIX. 
*' O, loft: to endlefs Fame !" another cry'd ; 
** Who, with ^NEAs, plough'd the ftormy tide j 

St, xiviii. /, 6. Jow.oAii's Jlrand — ] The degeneracy of the 
Reubenites, Gadites, and the half tribe of Manasseh, who^ 
not cliooriiig to pafs Jordan, had their inheritance allotted to them 
on the other fide of the river. Numb, nxxii. 

St. xxix. /. 1. Wio with Mnihi — ] The Multitude of the 
Trojans who wrre left by /Eneas in SiciLVt when he fitiled l» 
Itai-v. VJrg. ^n. v. ad fin. 
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Yet, recreant to the caufe, your Guide fisrfook." 
Thefe awfiil Syllables that pafs'd along, 
(The modulations of an airy tongue,) 

Upon my ftartled Ear alternate broke. 

XXX. 

Thick-coming Fancies, in an endlefs train. 

And thoughts, engendering thoughts around my bnun. 

Ran in a maze of Meditatioa deep : 
My Lids I clos'd, to ud my mental View, 
And Morpheus foon his Veil Cimmerian drew. 

O'er my drown*d Senfe, and whelm'd my Eyes in 
Sleep. 



EMD OF THE EIGHTEENTH CANTO. 
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GANTO THE NINETEENTH. 



ARGUMENT. 
pAlTi ii conTcyed Id a Vifion to the Fourtli Stage, or X'he Regwa 
of AriKiCE, wliere he meett the Spiiit of Pope Adkiah the 
Fourdi'. 

Now ame die chlUing Hours before Ae Davn, 
When all the Day's precedent heat vithdravn 

Forfook the air, and Saturn's fallen fvay, 
Angioented by the Earth's projeddng (hade 
Above, a leaden league with Cynthla made. 

And every geiiial inSuence chac'd away. 

Now draws die Geomant his ma^c ring 

On the dark ground, and, ere the tardy Spring 

• " Hitherto," die Conunentaton fay, " the more fpuitnal or 
diabolical Vicea hare been cxpofed ; cm. Malic;, and its o&priitj. 
Pride, Envy, and Selfilhnef*. The Poet now proceeds to thoTe 
Vices, which arife from the iadulgence of the Senfes; and which 
maybe called, more properiy, CotroKEAL) via. Avarice, Im- 
TEurEKAHCE, and Comcuhscehce. Lamdimo, lie. 

St. ii- /. I. tbt GaoMAKT — 3 Geomancy is a fpeciea of divhia- 
tioB, derived from certain figures drawn on the earth, at a certaia 
how before the dawn. 
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Of Day, faint glimmering, breaks the fullen gloom ; 
In the receding Stars his fortmie views. 
When Sleep, defcending, with the Morning dews. 

My languid Senfe obfcur'd with drowfy fume. 

m. 

Nor pafs'd in folitude my torpid trance. 
For foon a Female, with diftorted glance. 

Short of her hands, with members out of place. 
With pale, fepulchral hue, before me flood ; 
And as the bright Sun warms the frozen blood. 

She feem'd to feel my eyes' enliv'ning rays. 

IV. 

Speech was permitted firft, and foon began 
Love's purple hue to tinge his vifage wan ; 

Before my eyes an Angel feem'd to fwim. 
Then, with a melody fo fweet and clear. 
The lovely Stranger chann'd my ravifii'd ear. 

My Spirits danc'd refpondent to the hymn. 

V. 

** I am that Syren Form, that led away 
The vent'rous Greeks to my pacific Bay, 

In Pleafure's track, the Rith that Man purfues; 
Even fage Ulysses, captive to my fong, 
Obey'd my call, the foremofl of the throng ; 

A call, my happy Vaffals ne'er refufe." 

Si. iii. /. 2.— For foon a Fema!e,'\ Vifion of Wo«LDtr PtiA- 
SURE, whofe falfe pretences are dete^ed by the Geniut of true En* 
joymcDt, previous to the contemplation of the feofual Vice*, tad 
their c»rredive>, ^ven m th« enfuing Caiitot. 
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VI. 
The waibliiig ftarce was o'er; a faintly Dame 
Came on, widi flying feet, and eyes of flame : 

** O, holy Mantuan ! who is this ?" flie Cud : 
Abafli'd, he feem'd to hear, and rent away 
From that deluding Fab; her rich array. 

And all, the foulneis of the Fiend difplay*d. 

vn. 

My fenfe, o0ended by the foul perfume, 
Ifliiing from that deteded Moniier's womb. 

Soon rous'd, and fwept the fleeting dream aVay. 
To gentle Maro, then, I tum'd my eyes : 
'* Thrice have I catl'd," he cry'd ; ** at length arife, 

And gain the Paffes with the op'ning Day !'* 

vm. 

O'er Ocean*8 brim the Wheels of Phoebus roll'd, 
And touch'd the fhadowy Mound with fluid gold^ 

That girt the Mounts with a ffHral Zone } 
Weftward we joumey'd, with the Sun behmd» 
My bending body fliew'd a lab'ring mind, 

Wlien foon a Vdce was heard, that call'd us on< 

IX. 
Near was the found ; and, more thiin mortal fweet. 
Aloft, Incumbent o'er the dark retreat, 

llie Speaker we beheld ; his fnowy wing 
My vifage fann'd, with ventilation foft. 
•* Hi^y are they that mourn!" aloud, and oft, 
A viewlefs Choir above, were heard to ling. 
Vol. n. R 
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" Happy are they that mourn the bonds of Sin / 
Cele/iial Freedom foon Jball break the gin. 

And o'er their fouls unufual comfort fhed." 
Quick were the founds 1 heard ; but (till my MiH<l 
I felt to Darknefs and to Doubt refign'd. 

** Why art thou thus deprefs'd ?" the Mantuan faid. 

- XI. 

" That Vifion of the Mom," I quick rcply'dj 
** From each furrounding objea: turns afide 

My thoughts, flill harafs'd with that uncouth Sight." 
*' That Beldam was the Witch op Worldly Jov," 
The BaM retum'd j " her mourning Tribes on high 

Foffefs three Stages of the Mountain's height. 

SlI. 
** ToU faw how Reason tore, with eagle-grafp^ 
The fine difguife of that envemon'd Afp ; 

Let that fuffice : and now purfue your way. 
Till her great Vidrefs you behold above. 
Waving the Banner of eternal Love 

Rouod the wide circuit of empyreal Day." 

xm. 

As the tir'd Falcon, ere on Earth fhe light. 
Turns to the well-known lure, and fpeeds her flight 

Where her glad Lord prepares the lavoury feaA j 
Thus eagerly I pafs'd the rocty ftrait. 
So ply'd my feet to find the op'ning Gate,- 

Till en the rocky verge, at laft we reft. 
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IIV. 
There, all extended on the rugged ftones, 
Viaims I faw, that, with repeated groans. 

Made the long vallies of Luftration ring : 
** O cruel Bondage of the foaring Soul" 
TTiey fung; ** our Spirits^ wing* d to mount the Pole, 

To this dire Adamant in torture cling." 

XV. 
The interrupting fob, with frequent fwell. 
Scarcely allow'd their deep diftrefs to tell : [chain* 

** Chofen of Hcav'n !" I cry'd ; " whofe pond' reus 
Confcience, and rifing Hope, may render light ; 
Tell, where we may afceml the rocky Height, 

To view the Regions of fuperior Pains." 

XVI. 

** If you along the verge, unfliackled go. 
And wiih to climb the Hill's projecting Brow, 

Turn to the left •" a Voice, in plaintive (train, 
b.eply'd. I knew, that an unbodied Shade 
1 feem'd to him, and to the Bard convey'd 

My meaning in a glance, nor afk'd in vain. 

XVIL 
The gende Poet foon my fearch allow'd. 
To find the Speaker in the proftrate crowd ; 

And, bending o'er him, as entranc'd he lay, 
I cry'd, ** Oh, Spirit! whom your woes prepare, 
Jm earthly gueft, to breath empyreal air ; 

One moment, at my fuit, your tafk delay. 
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SVIII. 

•' Tell, who you are, and why thus prone you fitf. 
Forbid to view the Glories of the Sky ; 

And fay, if aught, my cafe in other climes 
Can fliorten your diftrefs ; when I return 
To that bafe world, where yet I'm doom'd to mourn. 

On that difaft'rous Stage of woes and crimes." 

XIX. 

*• Soon {hall you know," the Spirit made reply; 
" Why darkling here, like Aliens of the Sky, 

St. xviii. Tell, win you arr, Scc.J The corre£l»n of Avarice bdft^ 
fcribed with a due attention to the manner in which that vice acquires 
hs dominion over the Mind. Ae the eyC) when too often fined upon 
the Sun, retainsadulky image of that luminary, nrhichit refleftE,for 
a time, upon all external obje£li on which it happeat to turn it* atten. 
tion ; fo the eye of the Mind, by being too intenfely direded upon the 
means of worldly profperity as the chief good, contts£bafimilardif< 
Order, which tinges all its moral views, and prefents all other objeA) t« 
il in coloure derived from this attraAive idol. This difordcr incieafci, 
till, hke the jaundiced eye, it fees every thing through this mediumi 
and weighs the refpeflive value of every puriiiit by this balance : 
then the deception is gradually communicated to all the feelingtf 
tillt as in the cafe with Midas, not only every thing feen, but the 
objefts of all the fenfes, are alTociatcd with this predominant impref- 
fion, and all the aftive powere of the Mind operate under this de- 
termination. This is figured here, by the Man being gradually 
bent down to the earth, excluded from all communication with ex- 
ternal objefls, and confined to that atone in Which he placed hi* 
chief felicity. This being a ftate fo contrary to ISaa't original def^ 
tination, and to the natural habitudes of the mental powers, muft 
be attended with that degree of mental anxiety mentioned here, 
which is meant by Providence as the firft ftcp to moral conva- 
lefcence, alBfted by the operations of Grace, reprefcntcd here by 
the concuICons of the mountain, as obfcrred abo>TC. 
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liVe thus falute the foil ; but, if my Name 
You chufe to leam, and to repeat on Earth, 
I fill'd Saint Peter's Chair, and drew my birth 

From an old Lineage not unknowo to Fame^ 

** Between Siestra and Chaviera flowg 
A gentle river, which its name bellows 

(Far fem'd Lavagna) on my lineal Sires : 
One Moon I bore the Pontiff's Robe of State, 
Ah ! light as down, is every other weight 

To him, who, ftill to keep it clean, afpires. 

XXI. 
" Till then, I liv'd a fordid flave to gain. 
My Name was ever firft in Mammon's train j 

But, leated now aloft, I faw my Sin: 
Rais'd to my jrifli, no more my foul could crave, 
Sufpended now betwixt the Throne and Grave, 

I found a droid vacuity within. 

XXII. 

** Startled to feel my unallay*d defire, 
I bade the fublunary World retire, 

A jufter end of Love refolv'd to find : 
JWy foul, that labour'd in the mmes below 
nil then, was fentenc'd here to penal woe. 

Till from the Dull I rife, by Pain refin'd. 

xxm. 

^ Herp, lull of gold deplores the dreadful doon> i 
Here, chain'd a feafon to its marble tomb, 

R3 
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-To alt Emmanuel's Servants is the fame. 
Farewell, ye Pageants of this earthly Ball ; 
One rank beyond the Grave has levell'd all, 
Unlels fuperior worth diftindion claim. 

xxvm. 

** If right you underftood what Heav'n declares. 
That no connubial rite the Race repairs. 

No human compaO: in the Skies are known» 
Tou had not vex'd my ears with titles vain; 
Purfue your way nor longer here remain. 

Your prefgnce checks the penitential groan. 

XXIX. 
" No longer thus difturb my holy talk. 
But, if a favour fuch as I may afk, 

I have one nephew, (if Lavagna's Line 
Have fpread no taint thro' his degen'rate blood,) 
He well may yet deferve the name of Good, 

Bid him remember me. — All joy be thine !" 



END OF THE NINSTEENTH CANTO. 



R4 
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CANTO THE TWENTIETH. 



ARGUMENT. 

"ITie PoeU meet with ihe Spirit of Hugh Ca?it, who recite* 

many ExamplM of Poverty, Liberality, and Avarice. — An 

Earthquske cofue*, which is fucceeded by a general Ad of 

Devotion. 



Against the prelate's high refolves, in vain 
My "wilfaes Itrove, a fliort delay to gain. 

And thirlUng, from the pure inflru£Hve rill 
t was compell'd to part : the Mantuan Sage 
Led me, leludant, to the rocky ledge, 

Whofe double dnfture bound the lofty HilL 

II. 
With cautious feet the outmoft verge we trace ; 
The proltrate Sinners fill'd the inward fpace. 

Who, on the rugged pavement, wept away. 
The captive Mind's eclipfe, that journeys on 
After Hyperion's wheels from Zone to Zone, 

And rules the World with univerfal fway. 

ni. 

Curfe on this wolnfh Hend's inlatiate maw. 
More vidims feel thy unrefilted paw. 
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Than any other beafl of prey devours : 
All powerful breath ! whofe Spirit can refine 
To purefl: gold the Soul's degeii'rate mine. 

When wilt thou vifit thofe devoted Towers ? 

IV. 

With flow, deliberate feet we trac'd the Path, 
And heard the capdve Crew lament beneath j 

Whence foon thefe mournful accaats caught my ear. 
As of a Soul by (harpeft paina opprefs'd : 
** O Poverty ! you were a wel<;ome guell 

To fainted Mary, while ihe fojourn'd here. 

V. 

" Witnefs the manger, where her pious care 
Shielded her inhu from the wi&t'ry air," 

** Pride of the &omam World !" aQctber cry'd j 
*' In honourable want your days you paft. 
And deemed the Man by opulence di%rac'd. 

Who by diflioneft means bis (lores fupply'd !" 

VI. 
More welcoDie than the Pagan's kAy fouitd. 
My foul, wkh iuU accord, th^e accents ownM^ 

And much I Joag*dt amid -the proftrarte Dead, 
To find dus hirable Mi^bel -of the Poor ; 
Long, long I feai!ch'4 areaxi^ the rvgged ihtrCt 

And fcrutiniz'd their files with cautious tread. 

Si. t. /. 3. J'ruk «/ ihe SLohjm WaHd—} F««iCJU», who 
Tcfufed the bribei of Ptruiusi King of jEiriKVij to ■\>ttnj bis 
couotry. Sec Plut. ipVit. Fykrhi. 
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vn. 

Sage NicoLAus next he gave to Fame, 
Who fav'd the gentle Sifterhood from fliame. 

When their frefli blooming charms thdr Father fold 
For proffer'd coin ; a portion he fupply'd : 
Taught them in Heav'n's protedion to confide. 

And brought from Satan to Emmanuel's fold. 

vm. 

'* Sweet Minftrel ! tell thy former Name," I faid j 
Who, warm'd by Virtue, in this chilling fiiade, 

ExtoH'ft the Dead, with folitary fong. 
And not in vain ; when to the nether clime 
I go, to meafure out my term with Time." — 

Thus iooa he anTwer'd from the proftrate throng;: 

IX. 

** No pois'nous ftem, with more malignant dew, 
Infe£b the Chrillian world, than that which drew 

From me, the vemon of its fpreading boughs : 
Bruges and Douay, Ghent and Lisle, ?ould (hew 
(Had they but power) what gratitude they owe 

To us i and to their doom I join my vows. 

X. 
'* Hugh Capet was I call'd ; die double Name, 
Liouis and Philip (both coniign'd to flume), 

Sf.K. /. t. Hugh Capit — ] WMftocthefenefxIsutcliercrf 
Faki Srwcmdiag to tbe vulgar ftray hoc idoptcd by the Poett wttel* 
aniiiiofity mi iofluKd »gainft the whole CAtETtHi family, on tc- 
£sayt of tlu{urt taken brCHAKLCt of Ahjov, ta/i D« Valok, 
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From me denv'd, the Gallic fceptrc fway'dj 
The fliambles of Lutetia gave me birth, 
When Charlemagne's proud Line was funk to Earth, 

Except one youth» in holy weeds array'd. 

XI. 

•* For him I held the reins, and found my pow'r 
In vaffals, and in wealth, from hour to hour 

Increas'd ; till, to the Crown, with eafy hand. 
My Son I led ; from him the royal Crew, 
From age to age their humble lineage drew. 

Who ftretch'd their fceptre o'er the Celtic Strapd, 

XII. 
" While to the Southern diftrift yet confin'd. 
Their low condition curb'd thdr mounting Mind ; 

But when the Norman plains, and Ponthieu fell, 
With Guienne's vineyards, to thdr lucky lot. 
By fraud and force of gold ; our Race forgot 

Thdr fource, and foon began with pride to fwell. 



in the affun of Italv. Hewas thclbnof Hugh Count of Pakis, 
grandfan of Robekt Duke of AouiTAiXt and banng bno tnade 
Mayor of the Palace to Louis the Fourth, of the Carlotikgian 
Line, fucceeded that King, who died childlcfs. But he himfelf had 
a fort of title to the Crown, being defcended, by the female Ike, 
from Charlemagne. The ninth Stanza alludes to the Invafion of 
Flanders by Philip le Bel, one of hit defcendintt. He con- 
quered the whole country, and depofed its rightful Sovereign ; but 
was deprived of his ill-gotten fpoil, by an infurredion of the iiihabi> 
tants. For an account of his difpute« with Bon i face the Eighth, 
alluded to here, fee Ror. Hift. His perfecution of the Knighu 
Templars, is well known. See Me^^erav. See sIC> Villahi* 
lib. viii. c.j^. 
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xni. 

•* Like a foiil Demc«i, on the tainted gales, 
Palermo's tyrant, o'er the Latian vales 

Malignant hung, and quaff'd Imperial gore ;. 
"When CoNRADE fell : but more infernal joy 
He felt, when fage Aquinas fought the Sky, 

Difmils'd by poifon from his native Shore. 

XIV. 
"■* Another carnal Fiend, that wears his Name, 
(Alike in birth, in fortune, and in iame,) 

The pregnant round of fated Time fliall bring. 
In peaceful garb. I fee him ftem the tide! — 
I fee him thro' the Tuscan fquadrons ride. 

And, with Iscariot's weapon, clear the ring, 

XV. 

•* No fceptre fliall he gain; but black renown. 
With all her fnakes, his Gorgon head fhall crown : 

Far, hi in Hades, Ihall the Mifcreant weep. 
And heavy fliall he feel the hand of God !— 
He laugh'd at Tuscan woes, and drank their blood. 

Till Juftice waken'd from her iron fleep. 

XVL 

" Another yet I fee, with recreant breath, 
^rom his difinafted Rnnace drag'd to Death,) 

Si. xi", /. I. Amthtr eamat /ibfet— j Chaklei di ViLOit. 
See Flor. Hill. 

St. ivi. /. I. Molhtryt Ifit—1 Charlks di Valou, Sod to 
CfiASLES I. of Anjou, King ofNAPLSs, and Commander of the 
AHOiriH fleet \a the bay of Napli*. He wa* challenged by 

PoKUr 
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For his ignoble ranfom fell his child, 
His Daughter, barter'd for a grafp of ore I — 
Pale Av'rice boaft your old renown no more ! — ■ 

A Father's love is by your arts exil'd. 

XVII. 
** But, to eclipfe all other crimes, behold 
Where fell Sciarra ftorms Anacnia*8 hold. 

And drags the Vicar of his Lord away : 
Behold the rev'rend Sire expos'd to fcom, 
And captive by the Tribe of Valois bome. 

Till from their bondage Death redeems their pnj. 

XVUI. 
" I fee the Temple, by that Judge profane, 
RazM to the ground ; and to th' ignoble chain 

Its Guardian doom'd. O Ruler of the Skies ! 
When ftrall 1 fee his deadly deeds recoil 
On his own head, and frhen refund his fpcnl ? 

Tardy thy Judgments feem j but thou arc wife! 

XIX. 
** Accept this anfwer fo your firft demand ; 
This to your next : when at your facred Hand 



DoKiA, the famout Adminl oF Akacon ; whofe ii 
engagement he ralhly accepted. Dokia having given previou* 
ordcrt to fonu of hit Captains, to bend all their attacki againft the 
Imperial galleT- where Valois cottunandedt he was quickly over- 
powered and taken prifoner ; nor would his life have been fpared, 
butfortheintcrccflionof CoNSTAHTiA, wife to Petbh of Aa«> 
ooN. By (his CoMSTAKTiA, came bit title to NArLEi and SiciLT. 
See Flor. HiO. 
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The Hymn to Mary's Name you heard us raife : 
Know, fcorn of worldly things our fong fupplic* 
With daily themes : when Night invefts the Skies, 

Then felfifh deeds we mourn in hoarfer lays. 

XX. 
*' Then dark Pygmalion's bloody hand we fing. 
Who flieatb'd his blade (impell'd by Mammon's fting). 

By night, in mild SichjEus' holy fide; 
And Midas, by his luft of gold difb-efs'd. 
For ever hungry at a fplendid feafl, 

A theme of fcom for difappointed Pride." 

XXL 
** Then Achan's deed the changing Chou^ proclMm, 
Who ftole the ^il, and fullied Judah's name; 

And Joshua's juft award concludes the ftrain. 
Tlien loud we chant Sapphira, with her Spoufe ; 
To Heliodorus next, the meafure flows, 

Spum'd by a fliadowy fteed in Salem's lane. 

xxn. 

•* The Name of him, who flaughter'd Polydori, 
The general chorus fends around the fliore ; 

And Crassus, who the tafle of gold was taught^ 
Thus in loud notes the pauHng numbers fwell ; 
Then in law murmurs run along the vale. 

As Paflton's varied tones infpire the thought. 

xxia 

" Not I alone, recumbent in the Dull, 
Extol the bnght examples of the Jufl ; 



Dictized by Google 



C «56 3 
But, in a paufe of mufic, chanc'd to ralTe 

A folitary note." He fpoke no more; 

We journey on along the ftony floor. 
And to the portal prefs, with hafty pace. 

XXIV. 
When, Id ! at once the Mountain feem'd to more 
With all its nodding battlements above. 

High over head the reeling fabric frown'd, 
A death-like cold pervaded every nerve : 
^GEAN Delos thus was found to fwerve. 

Ere an Alylum there Latoka found. 

xsv. 

Thus ere the radiant Twins that rule the Sky, 
And Earth's revolving Zones alternate eye. 

Were bom, it totter'd oft, tho* now fecure ; 
But foon loud anthems, with refpondent lay. 
From our tranfported Fancies charm'd away 

The billowy heavings of the rocking floor. 

XXVL 
•• Fear not,*' the Mantuan cry'd, and held mo faftf 
*' Till this explofion of their Zeal be paft. 

My hand fliall guide you." Soon a fecond peal 
Of fiitl HosANNAS, from the gen'ral Hoft, 
Sounded fo loud, the words almoft were loft, 
. Or on my ears but indUUndly fell. 

XXVIL 
Not the JudjEan Shepherds on the lawn, 
■JTiat heard it firft before the fpringing dawn, 

Sl.xuv. I. 5. £giA)) 0ELDS— ] Sec Orio. Mgtam. lib. tt. 
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With fuch amazement liften'd to the fong : 
At once the penitential flrsdn was ftill ; 
The deep vibrations of the holy Hill 

Came to a paufe, and quick we fped along. 

xxvm. 

Still thro* the fetteT*d Squadrons we purfu'd 
Our way; the proftrat« files their plaints renew'd: 

So<»i were their momentary raptures paft. 
Its caufe, with fervour, never known before, 
1 long to learn; but round the rocky fliore 

The Maktuan urg'd me with angehc haftci 



END OF THE TWENTIETH CANTO. 



Vol. n. 
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CANTO TfHE TWENTY-FIRST. 



ARGUMENT. 
.Dahte meet* vith th« Spirit of Statiui the Port, on lut Pro* 
grefi to Puadi&t after lunng updergoDC di;e X>uftraUoa>— lie 
czphini to bint tbe Caufe of the Eaithqiukc 



That intelleftual thlrft, (by nought allay'd 
But that ftill ftream from I^uradife convey'd,) 

Felt by Samaria's Dame, my heart aflail'd; 
But toil and hafte, along th' encumber'd road. 
No leifure then to quendi my flame beftow'd, 

And much my fellow Sinners I bewail'd, 

n, 

Tlien, as the moumiul Pair our Saviour crofsM, ' , 
When fent again from Hades* gloomy coafl. 

To vifit Earth j vidorious from the tomb t 
Thus, clofe behind, a difembodied Soul, 
Thro* the long files, entrant*d» in filence ftole. 

Viewing, with pitying eye, the Sinners' doOm. 

Sl.l L .3. Fdi fy Samalia'i Dame—.'} ^ See Gofpel of JoH«, 
^lap. iv. 

St- it. /. I. —nmnjid Fair — ] See Lv ki, diap. gut, 
S2 
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Sudden, the gentle Shade the Bard addre&'d : 
*' May Heav*n afford the boon of endlefe reft." 

Soon Maro tum'd, and gave the friendly fign: 
** May you the traofports of the bU(t enjoy. 
Within th* eternal Palace of the Sky, 

Tho' I muft never Jhare the Gift divine! 

IV. 

** Who then, to diis dread Stage of Penance k4 
Tour daring feet, if Heav'n forbids to tread 

The Ihining Scale that lifb you to the Skies ?** 
Thus he. The Bard retum'd, " If right yoii view 
Thofe marks, that on his face an Angel drew, 

You'U know what pow'r our confident fuppUeCt 

V. 

" But fince the thread that Lacheeis he^ns 
At birth, and Night and Day inceflant fpins ; 

Still on THIS Mortal's fevour'd fpindle plays : 
His foul) enclos'd in tenement of Earth, 
(Altho*, like cur's, it bo^fts an heav'nly birth,) 

Unguided, ne'er would pals thU ^ond'rous Ma^ 

VL 

•* Far odier Images, than we behold. 
To Hts benighted eyes thofe fcenes unfold : 

Hence, thro' thefe viflonary walks to lead 
His ffiul, was I commiffion'd irom below, 
From the firll fquadrons of the Sons of Woe^ 

His tendant, to a certain point, decreed. 
3 
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VU. 
« But tell, (if you &tt tell,) what mighty caufo 
Sufpended Gravity's eternal latn, 

And made the Mountain from its fummit nod. 
And tren^k downward to its fdid bafe$ 
Whereon the foondii^ Strand, inceflant, plays. 

The ftormy cmfet rf the Iwiny flood?" 

VIH. 

Benign, with &{»ent words, the gentle Shade 
My intelte^lual third; at once allay'd : 

** Thi» myftic Moont, by Heav'n's eternal Will, 
Thus quakes ; no prifon'd wind its bowels rends. 
No fubterranean iRfluoice here extends ; 

But I^v*n's own Laws their ftated round fulfil. 

a. 

•* Heay*n fent the caufe, and Hcav'n reforbs agaitf 
That Power, which moves, thro' all their wide domain* 

The Tribes of Penitence ; for here above 
No falling Ibower is brew'd, no vapours Ikim, 
No drifted fiiows the wide horizon dim. 

Nor i^ttlii^ hail a&ults the trint'ry grove. 

" To die tall P(»nt, thro' three degrees of p^. 
The blended Elemeats ia concord reign ; . 

No clouds obfcure the welkin, dotfe or rare % 
No winged light'niBgs &e the vaulted Sky ; 
No bending Iris, with her gorgeous dye, 

Pmtt dke thin curtain of the humid air. 

S3 • ", 
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*' EmboweI'd wiadfi, below the pafi of Pain, 
May rage, and revel thro' their dark dtmiaiii ; 

Yetf thefe fupemal feats they ne'er invade. 
But, when fome ranfom'd Ghoft afcends the Sky, 
Trembling in air, thefe Rocks atteft their joy. 

And general anthems hail the parting Shade- 

XtL 
** A fiery IniHnd marks the time to foar. 
Not like that groveling will, that, long befor^. 

AgainJl die fcourge rebeb, till Heav'n's control 
The eddy current bends, with mi^ty fway, ^ 
And bears the Soul on wings of Love away 

(Lnprov'd by Pwn) to HeavVs eternal God. 

xni. 

" I in the furnace of ABlidion lay» 
Till five long centiuies had roll'd away, 

£re my long wand'ring will the bias found 
That Heav*n approves ; before it wing'd its fljghr 
To the pure regions of Eltsian light. 

From thofe high battlements* etonal Mound. 

XIV. 
« To me, with dumb falute, the Mountun bow*d ; 
To me, the general P*an, long and loud, 

Arofe } when irom my foul the viewlefs chain, 
Tho' ftrong as adamant, fpoataneous iell." 
Thus the new ranfom'd Ghoft was heard to tell 

The fteps that led him thro' this dark domain* 
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XV. 

His accents fweet, the mental thirft afluag*!]. 
That deep, before, within my vitals rag*!! ; 

Then Maro thus : " The bondage and releafe 
Which Spirits feel in this myfterious maze, 
In fuch clear view your lofty fpeech difplays. 

That every ftep Imagination fees. 
XVL 
** Now tell me, who thou art, and why fo long 
Thou lay'ft in duft among the mournful throng V* 

Thus Mar.0 fpoke, and thus the gentle Ghoft : 
** When Titus, for Emmanuel's facred blood 
Sold by IscARioT, feiz'd the penal rod. 

By Heav*n*s command; I Uv'd on Latiuh's coaft: 

xvn. 

** I was a Poet, not unknown to Fame, 
Tho' aKen to the Gofpel's holy claim : 

RoME.call'd me from Tolosa's lov'd retreat. 
And bound my temples with immortal bays j 
Thebes' and Achilles' deeds infpir'd my lays. 

But Clotho left my labours incomplete. 

xvm. 

" The kindred feeds of fire my bofom warm'd. 
Which twice five hundred Sons of Song have chann'd, 

Scatter'd around by Maro's tuneful breath,: 
TTie Mufe from him her infpiration drew, 
Fofter'd by him the hopeful infont grew, 

£Ue doom'd to linger in the Shades of Death. 

Si. xsx. f. 4. Ifieti TiTUj— 3 Statius lived in the reigni of 
TiTua and Domitiah. Hi> Thebaid he wrote cxpreTsly on the 
nodd of the ^HEiD. Of fail Achilleu, only the two firit . 
fiooki were finiflud. 

S4 
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xrr. 

" Once to have feen him, ere my eyei were doe'^ 
I woald have borne whate'er the Fates impot'd ; 

Another journey of the rolling year." 
A fign of fecrecy, the Mantuam gave 
To me, and ftood as filent as the Grave; 

The injun^on fcarce my eager nund could bear* 

As each alternate Fafficm leaves a trace 
On the ilill-Tarying mufcles of the &ce, 

Fiditious oft i but, by the candid mind, 
ConceaI'd \tdth pain, the dawn of dubious joj 
My features wore } to his enquiring eye 

Gave wonder new; and thos the Cbeft n§oitt*d: 

XII. 
** If Heav'n approve your perievcnng' t(^y 
Why wear your features that ambiguovs fmHe?** 

Perplex'd f Hood, vrfule Silence one impos'd. 
And one an anfwer crav'd* ^^th heaving^ figlu 
Awhile I bore their contradicting eyes, 

mi gently thus began the Mamtuav Ghoft; 

xxo. 

*^ Relieve his doubts at once, and frankly tcQ 
That myftery, that feems thy breafl to fwell :" 

I heard, and thus addrefs'd bis brother Shade ; 
« You wonder'd at my finile ; but new furprife 
"Will warm yoor breaft, and kindle in your eyes. 

When they perceive the Bjighty trudi difplay*d. 
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xna. 

** That S[»rit who daeGta my eyes above 
To the bright beam of fempitemal Love, 

Is that prime Poet, irom vh<^ lofty lays 
Tou leam'd to climb the high celeftial Road ; 
^d many an Hero, and defcending God, 

Fix'd in the Fane of everlaiting Fraife. 

XXIV. 
•* If any other caufe you deem, but tWa,., 
Frovok'd me late to finile, you think, amifs ; 

Your grateful homage to the Bard unknovn. 
In fuch deep rererentid words exprefs'd, 
"n^th new fenfotions fill'd my throbbing breaft. 

The' Icarce permitted yet the truth to own." 

XXV. 

Already had he bent at Marc's feet, 

"When thus die Mantuan : ** Think not here to meet 

Aught, but a jufture of impaffive air; 
A Shade no rev'rence to a Shade can pay.** 
** O ftrange effed of Love's unbounded fway,** 
He ayd} " to think that you th* embrace could bear!** 



IMD OF THE TWENTY-FIRST CANTO* 
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CANTO THE TWENTY-SECOND. 



ARGUMENT. 

The three Poett arrive at the Stage of Intehpekakcs ; where they 

fee a miracukuB Tree, the Counts-part of the Tree of iKnow- 

le^e ; from whence thcf hear certain monitory SouncU, adapted 

to the Phce and Audience. 



Like light, receding iiom th' incumbent gloom, 
Heav'n's Envoy pals'd behind, whoTe waving plume 

Had wafted from my unbenighted face 
One mark of Sin : when, rifing on the breeze, 
A gentle concert fwell'd by foft degrees. 

And thus, refponfive roTe the dulcet lays : 



** Kappj ore tbey that hunger fir the food 
Of lUghteoufnefsy ami tbirfi fir Ennv's ^ood.** 

Another Voice reply'd, accordant foon : 
«* When will ittjiream mj fervent beat alhf ?'* 
Then the foft accents feem'd to die away, 

Tho' Echo ftiU retumM the heav'nly tune. 
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HI. 
Still romethtng of my mortal load behind 
1 left, where'er the circling bound disjoint 

Gave a new pafTage to another Sphere. 
light, up the rugged fcak I trip'd along. 
With the two Mafters of the Rohan fong ; 
Nor feem'd my Umbs their ufual weight to bear> 

IV. 
*• Where Love is kindled by congenial fire," 
My fapient Guide obferv'd, ** the Arong defire 

By its external (igns is quickly known, 
Since Juvenal in Limbo's chains was bound> 
By his difcourfe your love to me 1 Ibund, 

Which warm'd my breaA. in that ungenial Zone. 

V. 

** How eaTy feems my toil with fodi e Fdead^ 
Up thole eternal rampirea to afcend. 

With gentle Hope, diey ftem to omrt oar icecs 
But tell (if Amity's Arid laws allow 
Me to enquire,, and rou the cattle to fliow) 

How AVrice m that breaft could find a feat! 

VL 
** Could fordid Iavc of Gold a lodg^ fiad 
Within the limits of that mighty Mind, 

That o'er the fields of Nature lov'd to ftn^. 
And knew to touch the ffuings <^ Grief and Jc^.** 
He fpoke ; and thus 1 heard' his Friend's reply, 

^ Your £ieiuUbip glows in ev'iy word you £iy. . 
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** By its tStSty the Fancy feems to find 
The caufe, -that often lies in (hades bdiind ; 

You thought me bound beneath, in Mammon's 
Far diff'rent was the crime I walh'd away [[chain : 
Wth briny tears, while Cykthia's gentle ray 

A thoufand times was feen to wax and wane. 

vin. 

** In that dire conflict, on the Stygian fhore 
I had been doom'd to toil for evermore. 

But that a gleam of heav'niy Grace imprels'd 
The meaning of your lofty ftmg fo dear. 
When LuH of Gold you blame, with tone fevere. 

It quickly chac'd away the latent peft. 

K. 
" Nigh one ejrtreme, the other foon appear'd. 
Still changing as th' opponent Faffion veer'd, 

And'tum'd the fickle Mind's alternate fcale: 
With cautious care to fquander or to hoard, 
} fhun'd alike, and thus my foul reftor'd ; 

£Ue I had funk to the Tartarian Vale. 

X. 
** Alas ! how many, in the Day of Doom, 
With horrent hair, ihall quit the yawning Tomb, 
. Condemn'd for want of thought! What countlds 
Profufion breeds ; and how it lures along, [harms 

W^ith foft afluafive voice, the willing throng: 
A fubtle Demon, deck'd in Angel channs! 

^i* X. A I. jtlatl btn manj, — 2 Sec liiriKiio, Ctato vn. 
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XL 
** But crimes oppos'd, a like degree of pani 
Are doomM to fuffer in Luftntion's Rdgn. 

Thus I, a Prodigal among the brood 
Of Mifers, mingled in the duA, bewail'd 
Qur common crimes, in that vile durance held, 
mi Time and Penitence the Soul re&ew*d.** 

xn. 

Then thus to him that fung Jocasta's pain. 
Began the Mafter of the rural ftrain : 

** Sdll fome remaining doubts my foul afiaH; 
Your fong no veftige of Emmanuel fhows, 
No fudden fpark of pure devotion glows, 

tlor &ith, by which our deeds alone avaiL 

%m. 

** What beam of Noon, or Spirit of the Night, 
XUum'd your darknefs with celefUal Light, 

"What Lamp sctherial led your favour'd pror 
Cro& the pure waters by the Fiflier plough'd ?"— « 
The Bard reply'd, " You both the gifts beftow*d, 

^d with the palm and laurel deck'd my brow, 

xrv. 

** Like one, that bears a fhaded lamp, you threw 
A beamy light behind, unfeen by you} 

Si. v\. I. I. -~bim thai Jimg JocAsrA*» fain,'} SxATrui. Sec 
his Tkebaid. 

Si. xit. a 1 ■ Lite et>t tial kart ajbadti Uai^ — ] This Cmile of 
Vtitaii.» tK»™g 3 'ig'>^ *>f ^^ax. h^ Iiiinfelf w<u unconfcioiu, ap- 
plied to the Lines in his Pollio Jiippofed tO be prophetical of 
the MstsuHt it weQ conGeive4> 
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And^th benighted feet your Pupil led, 
By the long radiance ftreatoing A'om your han^i 
To the bteft entrance of the promised Land, 

And to its Uoeming bounds my journey fped. 

XV. 
•' When firil you fung the Golden Times* retuin. 
And a new Progeny from ^ther bom. 

To blefs the world, with Juftice by his fide j 
I caught at once, from your immortal lyre. 
The Same of Salem, and the Poet's fire. 

And fdz'd the deathlefs boon, to you deny'd. 

XVI. 
•* But if you wifli my words flioujd paint at large 
The means that led to Eden's happy verge. 

Attend, and hear the prpcefs of my late : 
The world, now pregnant ^th celeftial feed, 
Scatter'd fi-om Zone to Zone, with Angel's fpeed 

Deliver'd to the Sun her heav'nly firaght.'* 

xvn. 

** This Miracle, with the refpondent Sign, 
Of old, deliver'd in thy fbain divine, 

I ponder'd in the balance of the Mind, 
And foun4 ^h^ Gofpel Proclamation chime 
]n fuch full concert with thy notefublime, 

Tb^t fcarce a trace of doubt was left behind. 

xvm. 

** In holy converTe with the Saints I pals'd 

llfy hours ; but, when the wolviib Tyrant chac'4 



Dictized by Google 



f »7» 3 

TheTe Lambi to death, yet llill aloof I ftood, 
mi, with all other fefU, thdr lives compared, 
fSade Dte all other dodrines difregard. 

And er'ry fcruple of the heart fubdu'd. 

XDC. 
** Long ere my Mufe bad led the Grecian Band 
To the dire conflid oq Ismbno's Strand, 

in other Ilreams the pure b^tifinal rite 
1 lhar*d } but ftill conceal'd my nafcent feith. 
Heav'n I provokM, to Ihun a Mortal's wrath. 

And woHhip'd Hades, and eternal N^ht. 

XX. 

** For this, while Phoebus jouraey'd round the Year 
Four hundred times, I cours'd, in full career. 

Round yon' low rampires, with the frigid train; 
Who, dead to Charity's celeftial glow, 
Run at full fpeed, and kindle as they go, 

1111 Love has wing'd them for the blels'd doma!n< 

XXI. 
** But, oh ! blefs'd Poet ! whofe propitioiis hand 
Drew the dark veil, and bade my views expand. 

Till earthly Dread in heav'nly Hope was loft. 
Tell, where is Terence ? in what diftant bound 
CjECilios lives, or Flautus' Shade renown'd? 

Is Heav'n their lot, or Hades' gloomy coaft ? 

St. XX. /. 1. Fwr IninJrtd timet^ Thii accoimU Ibr moft of the 
time of the Luftratioo of Stativii till tbe time of Dahte; «m, 
four hundred yean in the Regioni of ApATHTt indfive hundred 
in the Stage of Pkodigality >ad Avarici. 

St. xxi. /. 4, 5. Teksncb, Cccibiut, FbiuTtitj Cdebnted 
Rohan PocU. 
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xxn. 

** Say, in what limits do they dwell below? 
Are they ordain'd to blifs, or endlefs woe ?'* 

*' With Persius," I reply'd; ** and many more. 
Led by that Greek who fung the toils of war j 
Nurs'd by the Mufes with peculiar care. 

In lighter Bands they range the nether Shore. 

xini. 

** There oft we celebrate the Mufes' Hill, 
Where led, in turn, we quaff'd th* infpiring rill. 

With Pella's graver tones ; the lighter key 
Of blythe Anacreon there in concert joins ; 
With Agathon, Simonides combines. 

And all the Tribes of Attic Harmony. 

XXIV. 
" Antigone, Deiphile, v there. 
And fad Ismonb, with dilhevel'd hair, 

As when her brother fell; Aroia too, 
Hypsipyle, and Manto, join the throng. 
And Deidamia, with her Sifters young. 

All lam'd in ancient times, and fung by you." 

XXV. 
Now dther Poet, wrapt in thought profound^ 
In filence flood, to view the profpeS round, 

f/. xsiii. /. 3. fi^i FEi.t.i.'a graver toiKt—'] EuKtriDES. 

5. tnti AoATHON — ] A Pott, mentioDed by 
ARISTOTI.E, in bit Poetics, tu the Author of a Poem called 
Amthoi, or The Flowek. 

Vol. U. T 
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Now landed near the firft afcending ftair; 
Four Handmaids of the Sun their tafk had clos'd ; 
The fifth was ready at her radiant poft, 

And took her turn to guide the glowing Car. 

XSVI. 
Then thus the gentle Guide : " If right I deem. 
Still to the right hand, round the Hill's extreme. 

Our way conduds us, if we fUU puriue 
Our former cuftom in the climes of Death." 
His brother Bard, that wore the Theban wreath, 

With his kind vote con&m'd our hopes anew, 

xxvn. 

The Phantoms fped before, while I, behind, 
Glean'd from their talk the treafures of the Mind, 

And leam'd new leffons of poetic Ikill : 
But a ftrange Sight the converfation clos'd ; 
A tree, with fruitage hung, our way oppos'd. 

Full in the PaTs that led us up the Hill. 

xxvra. 

And as the IHne-tree points her boughs on high. 
So this, direfted to the nether Sky, 

That none may chmb the dole, fufpends its fprays; 
Thus fpreadingfar,.it feem'd to guard the Hill, 
And dreaming from its leaves, a limpid rill 

Down the rude barrier fpread a liquid maze, 

XXIX. 

The brother Bards, approaching to the bough. 
Heard a deep Voice within, in murmurs low : 
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" Touch not tbejruit / be Appetite fupprefi^dt 
*Twas not the fragrant /time o/refy wine 
That Mary long'd/or, when the Maid divine 

Sought a/upp/y/or Cana'j nuptial fea^. 

XXX. 
** The tafte of wine, no Roman Matron knew; 
Young Daniel from th' inviting feaft withdrew. 

And dreams divine his continence repaid : 
To acorns hunger gave a favoury tafte. 
And limpid rills the thirfty fervour chac'd. 

When its glad fcenes the Golden Age difplay'd. 

XXXI. 
** The Locuft, and the wandering Bee, fupply'd 
The holy Baptist, in the defart wide. 

With food ; and hence his glory fpreads around 
The peopled world, where'er the truth is known, 
Where'er Emmanuel's fway the Nations own. 

And ftill Ihall fpread, to future times renown'd." 



EUD OF THE TWENTY-SECOND CANTO* 
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CANTO THE TWENTY-THIRD. 



ARGUMENT. 
The Poeti, among other Inhabiuots of this Region, meet with 
the Spirit of Foreii, a noble Flokehtins ; who takes an op- 
portunity of uttering a long and ferere Inveftive agaJuft the 
Luzuiy of the Flokihtihe Womea. 



>VhILE on the waving boughs with ftedfaft gaze 
I look'd, like one that fpends his barren days 
Some plumy warbler of the woods to find, 
"With more than father's care, the Bard began : 
•* We better muft employ this narrow fpan. 
For nobler taflts by Providence affign'd.'* 

n. 

My willing eyes and feet his word obey'd; 
Then, clofe behind, I followed either Shade, 

And new inftru^on from their converfe caught : 
When, riiing from below, a plaintive Pfalm, 
With holy chanting, broke th' Elysian calm, 

infpiring joy by turns, and painful thought; 

HL 
** Ofien our Upsy Lord.' thy name tojin^t 
And Itji Qurfatuiet on cekjtial wing," 
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Thus they their proem tun'd. " O, Father! tell. 
What means this heav'nly melody ?" I faid. 
He anfwer'd mild, ** A Squadron of the Dead 

Thus the long doleful llrain of Penance fvell." 

IV. 

As holy Pilgrims, pafling on thdr way, 
Obferve whate'er they meet, but fllun delay. 

And turn their eyes, but ftill their track purfue : 
Devout, and filent, thus a numerous Band 
Of Speftres ey*d me, as they pafs'd our (land. 

But feem'd content to take a tranfient view. 

V. 

What a foul-moving Pageant met our fight !— 
Their wafted eyes, with fcant and difmal light. 

Far, iar within each gloomy focket roll'd j 
With hollow cheek, and ghaflly featui^ wan. 
Each fliew'd the femblance of a femifti'd Man, 

Where every bone its place diftindly told. 
VI. 
Not Erisichthon fliew'd fuch hideous grace. 
As feem'd refle&ed from each Gorgon &ce. 

When Fear and Famine both his features wrung. 
■ *' Thofe muft be they, whom raging Hunger fpent," 
I ciy'd ; ** when Heaven its wrath on Saxeh bent. 

And Dunes tum'd cannibals, by Fury flung." 

Si. vi. /. I. ErisichthohJ See Otid. Metam. lib. viH. 

5. On Salem im/J The famous liege of Jievialik 
by Titus ; where a tragical incident ii toldf of the unnatural ineut 
by which a uromui fuppoited herfelf for fome time. See JosE?8. 
Bt Bello Judaico, lib.m S«e aUb Diut. jxm. 
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•* Ah ! who would think Pomona could infpire 
The longing Soul with fuch intenfe defire ; 

Or, that a purling rill could raife a flame. 
That all the bowels fcorch'd, and hke a blaft. 
O'er the ftirunk fltin, and withering features, part. 

Leaving a faded Form, without a name ? — " 

vin. 

Then, deep within a bald and hollow fcull. 
Two beamlefs Orbs on me direfted full, 

Gleam'd horrible ; and, with a difmal groan. 
The Ghofl began : *• What unexpefted Grace !" 
Familiar was his voice ; his alter'd htce 

Still kept the fliadowy Skeleton unknown. 

a. 

But when he fpoke, my Fancy foon began 
To trace the lemblance of the alter'd Man, 

And foon Foresf.'s features were confefs'd. 
Ah, how unlike to him! ** No more !" he faid j 
" Let this Gorgonlan maik a Spirit Shade, 

Erft, at the feftive board a welcome gueft, - 

St.\x. 1. 3. Fokese] a noble Florentine, CompaiuoD of 
Dante, in their youth. 

Veiy little need be (aid, to iUuftnte that fpecie* of pro- 
bation which is inflicted on the delinquents here. According to 
the Allegorical Theoiy, the confumptire appearance of tbdr aerial 
Bodies, denotes the fubjugatioa of Appetite by Reafoo and Grace, 
•nd the fubje£tion of the Senfual to the Spiritual Principle. 

An argument drawn from medical experiment may poflibly have 

tome weight with tho£e who are inclined to indulge in the plcai^ures 

T4 of 
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X. 

** Tell, why you wander here, and who are thofe 
"Who thus conduft you thro' the World of Woes ? 

Delay not long my mental thirft to fuage.*' 
*• With tears that hallow'd Corfe I bath'd below," 
1 cry'd ; ** but here I fpy, with deeper woe. 

Your features chang'd by fome Demonlan rage. 

XI. 

** In Heav'n's blefs'd Name, difclofe, what direful charm 
Has fpent you thus, and only left the Form 

Of what FoRESK was : nor let my Mind 
From vain conjedure feek a poor relief; 
For me to guefs, would but augment my grief. 

To the deep fecrets of Immortals blind." 

xn. 

Then he, ** The plaftic Pow'rs above inftil 
Such virtue in this fruit and purling rill. 

That their attraflive force my limbs confume : 
A tempeft of Defire, which nought can lay. 
For ever rifes from that cooling fpray. 

And thofe delicious apples' fweet perfume. 



of the Table. Such excelTeB are known to impar, not onl;^ theaC' 
tion of the larger yeSeU, but much more thofe minute and delicate 
organs of coDveyance, by which the nerroua fluid » propped to 
the brain. Hence proceeds the whole train of nervous difoidert ; 
fpafms, vertigoes, numbnefa in the extremities, the fymptom of 
nervous □bdniAioDS in the head, paralytic affe^ons, ud apoplexies. 
—See CubLEH's Fndicc of Fhyfic. 
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'* The Squadrons, hence, that fing mth plantlve cry. 
Still on die fruitage bend a burning eye. 

Till Thirft and Hunger's fcourge their Souls rdine ; 
One difmal circle of corroding woe 
Suffices not, but round and round we go, 

1111 our warp'd Pallions gain a bent divine. 

XIV. 
** At length, that Love, which to the &tal wood 
£mmahuel led, to this ideal food 

Wakes our devotion ; as we march around. 
We hail it, as it wings our ftrong Defire 
(Even in our Brifon) with celeftial fire. 

Upward to mount, and fpum the fordid ground." 

XV. 
Soon I returned : '* Fokese ! from the day 
That you fbrfook your tenement of clay, 

Hyperion fcarce his annual round has run 
Five times complete ; if Sin in you expir'd 
Ere Heav'n the gull of Penitence infpir'd. 

Why is the healing courfe fo foon begun ? 

XVI. 
** I thought to find you in the Bounds below. 
Where throngs befiege the Gate that opens flow 

To tbofe who late thai Penitence delay ; 
And ling*ring Years for ev'ry wafted Hour 
Mall pafs, before they feel the blefied PowV, 

Whofe fcourge prepares them for the Walks ofD^y." 
3 



Dictized by Google 



C 281 3 

xvn. 

FoRESE thus : ** My Confort's pious prayV 
Brought me thus foon the bitter bowl to fliare. 

That gives a longing for celeftial food : 
Her meek oraifons, and her falling tears. 
Have fped my paflage thro' the nether Spheres, 

And <^>en*d the portal, which my hopes withftood. 

xvm. 

** Such gracious boon, fuch unexpected gains. 
From Heav'n, my Nella*8 matchlefs worth obtains i 

So much the more, as, 'midll the female crew. 
Her folitary Virtue ftiines afer j 
As, in a night of clouds, a fmgle Star> 

Its radiance gives the gloom a deeper hue. 

XIX. 
** Sardinia's frontlefs Matrons iar excel 
In modefty, the Maids of Armo's Vale ! — 

O, Brother ! ftiall I tell, or hide my thought ? 
The horrible diTplay that Fancy views. 
Which foon the pregnant moments will produce. 

And Impudence and Pride's difgraceful lot. 

XX. 
** Soon a ftem Voice will teach the Ihamelefs kind 
A decent covering, as they may, to find. 

Their naked ihoulders from the Sun to hide ! 
Was it amongft Barbarians ever known. 
That nought but threats can bind the modeft Zone^ 

On the young Virgin and the plighted Bride i 
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XXL 
** But if thefe dainty Dames could read the Skies, 
And fpy the flumb'ring tempelt foon to rife, 

Thofe lips that whifper Love, would fliriek Defpair : 
If aught of future times to me is known. 
The winged Fury comes in horror down. 

Before the Infant's cheek is cloth'd with hair. 

XXU. 
** Now, Brother, hide no longer who thou art. 
To eafe the doubts of thofe who (land apart. 

And wonder to behold thy llretching Shade, 
"With mimic motion every ftep purfue." 
** Paft times," I cry'd, *• and Pleafures gone, renew, 

A Name far better in oblivion laid. 

xxm. 

*' What moments in the world we paft, and how. 
Tour Confoence tells, I need not talk it now. — 

This friendly Spe£b-e led me up the Steep 
Laft Evening, when the Sifter of the Day, 
In full refte^on to the fetting ray. 

Her mo^ong Mirror ihew'd above the deep. 

XXIV. 
** He from the dark profundity beneath 
Led me, thro' thofe diat wail the fecond Death, 

And mann'd my mortal Pow'rs to mount the HiU, 
And climb with painful ftep the fpiral way. 
Where Penance points to Heav'n with Soverdgn fwayj 

The ftrange diftortioas of the wav*rmg will 



Dictized by Google 



C 484 ] 

XXV. 
** I claim his guidance to the fevour'd Poll, 
Where fair Beatrice {hall diTmirs his Ghofl, 

And light my footlleps with a purer flame. 
Behold the mighty Bard, Adsonia's pride!" 
Thus to the haggard Band that flood befide, 

Mab.0 I fhew'd» and held him up to Fame. 

XXVI. 
*f This Phantom," I rejoin'd, " whofe lofty lays 
Exalt his Name to fecondary praife. 

Is he, who lately broke the galling chain. 
And bent his footfteps to the realms of Grace; 
When the tall Mountain, trembling to its bafe, 

DifmiTs'd the Poet from his dark Domain." 



JND OF THE TWENTY-THimD CANTOi, 
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CANTO THE TWENTY-FOURTH. 



ARGUMENT. 

The PoETJ arrire at another Tree, fuirounded by Spints under 

Difciplioe, where they hear many Examples of Intemperance 

recite<L Thence they are condaded to the Icveath and laft 

Staget the Region of Concupifcance. 



"vJUR conTerfe nought delay*d our fmft afcent. 
Nor feem'd our hafte our converfe to prevent ; 

The Body's progrefs, and the mounting Mind, 
Together kept their way, with equal pace ; 
As a Hght Brigantine purfues its race, 

Driv'n onward by the fteady Gale behind. 

n. 

The vifionary Men, with pale rurprife, 
Seein*d to behold our progrefs, without Eyes ; 

With beamlefs fockets o'er my breathing Form, 
Looking intent ; while to my Friend I laid, 
** Obferve ! Papiniub loiters in the Shade, 

Sdtl lill'ning to the deep Maronian charm. 

St. a, I, 5. pAFtNivi — 2 Stativi. 
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m. 

" But tell (if thou canft tell) thy Sifter's doom. 
And, if among thofe Tenants of the Tomb 

One macerated Form I knew of yore.** 
*• My Sifter," he rcply'd, " that raalchlefa Fair, 
The triple Foe that led the Stygian War, 

Subdu'd, and triumphs now, where Sin's no more.** 

IV. 

He paus'd, and thus again his Speech began : 

** To name the familh'd Squadrons, Man by Man, 

Is here ajlow'd. Want has worn away, 
"With long corrofion, ev'ry former trace. 
That gives diftin£tion 'midfi the mortal Race, 

Ere Heav'n dlftob'd them of their Vefts of Clay. 

V, 

** See BuoNAGiUNTA diere, from Lucca's Plains, 
And yon' [>ale Skeleton, with wafted veins, , 

By hollow Hunger wafted to a Shade, 
Sumam'd from Tours, the Papal Chair pofle&'d; 
Bolsona's Eels fuppty'd his cruel feaft. 

For the vile Glutton's board, pu Martyrs, flay'd. 

VI. 
** Then many a fpe£tral Form, in ghaftJy fil^ 
Each heard his ftory, with a meagre fmile, 

St.v. !. 1. Sec BuOHAGlUHTA— ] BVOHAGIUMTA DEt. Ot- 

■ icAHi, a Poet and Companion of Dante.— Some of hi> Can- 
zoni are publUhed in moft of the Editions of Petkakch. 

Si.t.l. t.Andyaie paUShlam—'] ToKSO,MAaTiN'the IVth, 
Pope of that name. — Some Coinmcttuton afiert that he fuffo* 
eated his eds in fwert vine. 
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Owning his name, and feem*d with joy to hear 
The flender breath of fublunary feme : 
No Spirit there, exemption feem'd to claim, 

Tho' wafted to a Shade, by want fevere. 

vn. 

There, Ubaldin of Pisa, in defpair. 
Snatching, with eager jaws, the empty air. 

And gorging down his vifionary feaft. 
With Boniface the thin repaft enjoy'd; 
Once 6ird vith ddnties, now an empty void. 

Their rich regales were fhar'd with many a gueft. 

vin. 

** Marchese, too, of Bacchanalian fame, 
I faw, condemn'd to feel a fiercer flame. 

Than ere above in brimming bowls he drown'd ; 
In FoRLi, when he Iav*d his longing Soul 
"With copious draughts fix)m Circe's charmed bowl. 

But here feverer thirft the drunkard found. 

VS.. 

Lake one, fek£ling from a mingled tr^. 
For converfe, him, whom others wifli in vain ; 

5/, vii. /. I. rifff, Ubaldim— ] UBALDiHOof Pisa, a &. 
mous Bon vivInt of the Timea, who was Father to Bohifaci, 
Bilhopof Ratenka. 

St. viij. /, I. Makchese, too, — 1 Marchese, a Native of 
FiKLE, near Florence, of Bacchanalian memory; who, be- 
ing told by his Butler, that his Neighbours fa!d " He wa* alwajf 
drinking ;"_" And you auf tell than," laid be, *' that I am >lwa]r< 
Ihirfty." 
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Nearer I drew to Buonagiunta's Ghoft : 
When one, that feem'd my Form to recognize. 
And, gazing on my face, with hollow eyes. 

Spoke ; but his words in murmurs half were loft. 

X. 

At length, with care, Gentucca*8 Name I caught. 
In torture, iffuing from his lab'ring throat. 

That fcaicely breath'd. " O, who art thou," I 
faid, 
** That feems fo anxious to convcrfe with me. 
With your intent your organs ill agree ; 

But fpeak, if fpeak you can ?'* The Ghoft obey'd. 

XI. 
** A Maid is bom, whole yet umipen*d channs 
Shall bid a Poet glow with foft alarms ; 

Tho' to an hated Clime her birth ihe owes ; 
Giv'n In his Verfes to fmifter fame. — 
—If ftill you guefs, but with a fruitlefs aim. 

My clearer meaning. Time will foon difclofe. 

xn. 

*' But tell, if tiou be he, fo fam'd above, 
Whofe Mufe difclos'd the Myftery of Love, 

In Tuscan Rhymes." ** You fee the Iifan,** I 
cry'dj 
*' What Love infpires, in Tuscan Rhymes I fmg; 
Willing to foar, but with unborrow'd wing. 

Nor deck my ruftic Mufe in Roman pride." 

*/. X. /. I. Gebtocca's Name I (m^ht,—'\ Cbhtwcca, X 
Friend of the Poet. 
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ira. 

*' Brother,** he anfwer'd, " now the cade t findj 
"That left Guittone, and myfelf, behind 

So 'far, with Alanten, tho' fem'd in fong : 
The flying Chords with mafter-hand you move* 
And trace, wiA eigle eye, the courfe of Love, 

Far, &T beyond our antiquated throngs 

** Kte that would hope in Poetry to rife 
By other methodsj or aflfeds the Skies, 

When Love conceals his torch, attempts in raid 
To win the plaudit o£ the few refin'd ; 
Difcordant Maxims darken all the Mind, 

And breed eonfufion in the motley ftrain.'* 

XV. 

Me ceas'd, trid feertiM content ii'ith fecoiid Fame; 
WUIe the pale Squadron, which behind him came; 

Advance, with fober pace i then hurry on, 
like Cranes, that firft in grolfer phalanx fly. 
Then flecker, in long lines, the ample Sky, 

Winging their voyage to a warmer Zone^ 

IVI; 

Thus, light as winnow'd chaff, by Faiftine worn. 
And urg'd by penal wrath, the Race forlorn 

Ar.xiiL L 3. S»Jar% with Alanten,^—] Alahtik an<^ 
Gvioo of AtKEzzo, or GuiTTONE, u called herci were cele- 
brated Poets of thit age. Some FocoM of the latter arc printed in 
ttoaj Editiona of Pitrakch. 

Vot.IL U 
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Skimm'd, like z fweeping mi(l, the Mountain's fide ; 
But, as a weary Racer, fallen behind. 
With palpitating lungs collefting wind, 

FoRESi loiter'd with the Mantuan Guide. 

xvn. 

Behind the rear, the Speftre whifper'd low, 

** O, when will you forfake that World of Woe ?** 

" I know not," I reply'd, " what vital term 
Is granted me above ; — ^but this I feel. 
That flowly, flowly now, the mundane Wheel 

Will feem to move, before I break the charm. 

xvm. 

" My fearing Spirit, on inlUnfUve wing. 
Fancy, before my fall, Ihall hither bring, 

Join'd with abhorrence of my native Clime : 
Still deeper plung'd in Sin's encroaching gloom. 
To ruin prone, and verging to the Tomb, 

By Vice more wafted than the Scythe of Time. 

XEK. 
** But, oh, avenging Heav'n ! what fcenes fucceed ! 
I fee the Felon by his frighted Steed 

St. xix. /. ». I fa tie Felon,—'] The Death of Corso Do- 
MATi is here deTciibed. He was an inveterate enemy to DantEi 
and the chief infUgator of his exile. He loft his life with thofc 
circurotUnces mentioned here, in an infurredion of the People, 
who fufpefted him of a ddign againft their liberties. He de- 
fended his houfe, with fome adherentSi a whole dayi and, at laftf 
finding it untenable, he fought his way through his enemies on 
horfeback, and would probably have efcaped, had not his horfe 
taken fright and thrown him. He was dragged a confiderable way 
with bis foot in the Hirrup, when he was overtaken by his enemies, 
who difpatched him with every iaftance of cruelty. L&ndiho. 
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(He that contriv'd her ruin) dragg'd along j 
As by fome Demon fir'd, fhe fpeeds away 
"With his poor mangled Tenement of Clay, 
Purfu'd ftill onward by an hoftile Throng ! 

XS. 
*' Hell waits, Heav'n dooms, and Man direOs the blow. 
That fends the Mifcreant to the depths below. 

Not many circles,*' (then he tum'd Ms eyes 
Aloft,) " yon burning Wheels fliall mark above. 
Around the Signs, till dreadful Deeds (hal! prove 

That awful Truth, which now in Darknefs lies. 

SXI. 

" Stay you behind, nor intercept my hafte. 
Too precious are the moments now to wafte 

In converfe, while the doomful Scourge impends.'* 
Then, as a Steed his Fellows leaves behind. 
And o'er the champaign {kirns on feet of wind. 

So the light Spirit flew to join his Friends. 

SXII. 
"When naught but Fancy now his flight purfu'd, 
By mem'ry only, like his words, rene^v'd. 

As with the Lords of Helicon I ftay'd ; 
Another Image to my view arofe, 
A feir autumnal Tree, with loaded boughs. 

That o'er the Path-way hung, a tempting (hade. 

xxin. 

With lifted hands below, a mingled Crowd 
Sung round the ftem, an anthem long and loud j 

U2 
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Like Infants, eager for the lufdous Prize« 
That offer fenfelefe Pray'rs, without return ; 
Yet ftill they feel their rais'd affe^ons bum. 

And view the ObjeS with infatiate eyes. 

XXIV. 

Thus long they feem'd to breathe a fruitleft Pray'r, 
Then pals'd away, with difappointed air. 

And we' approached the tantalizing Wood : 
Thofe awfiil whifpers feem'd its boughs to move, 
** Pafs on, and touch us not ; go, Jeei above ^ 

The willing Plant that gave your Mother food, 

XXV. 

*' Tranfplantcd here, from that paternal Root, 
This waving Tree dijplap her golden Fruit, 

And fans the kindling fpark of young Defire." 
Thus fung the Voice its Zephyrean Hymn, 
While, 'twixt the bending Plant, and Mountain's brim. 

We pafs'd, attentive to the viewlefs Choir. 

XXVT. 

Again the warning Voice renew'd the Song : 

" Remember, Man, the cloud-engcnder'd Throng, 

Commixt of Man and Beaft, whofe drunken rage 
Encounter'd Theseus, with infiiriate bmwl ; 
1111, drunk with flaughtcr, fwam the nuptial Hall, 

And floods of gore the flames of Lufl; affuage ! 

Si. xxvi. /. z. Rinumlcr, Man—'^ See Uie Hiftory of Gipww, 

Judges, vii. 
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xxvn. 

** Remember them, who ran, with headlong halle. 
To drink, while the decifive moments pals'd, 

Coniign'd to glory, and with ccnqueft crown'd : 
When Jerubaal againll Arabia's Hoft, 
With his thin Squadron kept the bloody Poll, 

And ting'd, with Heathen gore, the blufiiing 
ground." 

xxvra. 

Thus, as we pafs'd the wmding Rock along, 
A following Voice thofe dread examples ftmg. 

Of foul Intemp'rance, doom'd to end in fhame; 
Then fpread, with ampler verge, a lonely road : 
Silent, along we pafs'd, in mournful mood. 

Watching whate'er our notice beft might claim. 

XXIX. 

** How are your thoughts employ'd?*' a Voice began; 
Sudden I ftarted back, with terror wan. 

Like tim'roua Doe, that fpies the moving fhare. 
And look'd aloft, to fee what caus'd the found : 
Soon a fierce fplendour feem'd my eyes to wound, 

Like molten glafs, or metal's fiery glare. 

XXX, 
•* Behold !" it feem'd to fey, ** the Pafs is here 
That leads you upward to a loftier Sphere, 

Si. xxvii. /. I. Rcmmhar tiem, kc.J Battle of the Ccntaon 
•nd Lapitbac, at a Mamage-feaft. Otid. Metam. lib. xiL 

U3 
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To Peace eternal this condufts your feet." 
Blind with the fudden blaze, I tum'd afide. 
And inftant fiirunk behind my Mantuan Guide, 

Too weak the bright setherial Flalh to meet. 

XXXI. 

As the foft Breeze, the harbinger of May, 
Spreads her light Plumes before the rifing Day, 

And wakes the World with aromatic Gales ; 
So feem'd a Wind along my face to move, 
Soft as the whifpers of inviting Love, 

As the bright Envoy wav'd his fplendid fails. 

xxxn. 

*' Thrice happy they," the Spirit fung again, 

** Who, with a temper'd bound, their guft reftrain ; 

Grace warms their breafts, and not the fiery fiime 
That fevers all the blood, and leads aflray 
The ftagg'ring feet from Reafon's hallow'd way j 

Obedient ftiU, they ovm her rightful doom." 



CHD OP THE TWENTY-rOURTH CANTO* 
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CANTO THE TWENTY-FIFTH. 



ARGUMENT. 

The Poets afcend to the laft Suge, where the Vices of Concu- 

pifcence are under Comdion. — In a CoaverfatioD with Sta- 

Ttui, Dahtb is informed of fome Secrets of the btemiediate 

State.-— Some Examples of Chaftity are afterwards gifcn. 



JN OW was no tiine to linger ; for the Sun 
In Taurus had refign'd his noon-tide throne. 

And flaming Scorpio, to the World beneath 
Pointed his midnight beam. With eager haile. 
Like thofe whom Sloth allures in vain to wafle 

The precious hours, we climb'd the narrow Path. 

n. 

The narrow Path a niggard entry fliow'd. 
Room for a fmgle Man it fcarce allow'd 

To pafs ; while, like a Falcon o'er her neft. 
That flies and fets by turns, a ftrong Defire 
To clear fome doubts, like intermitting Bre, 

Inflam'd my heart, and funk by turns to reft. 
U4 
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ni. 

The Queftion, oft arifing to my tongue. 
Upon my lips, in iliort fufpenfion, hung j 

My Reafon falter'd, but my feet purfu'4 
My journey on, with unremitting fpeed, 
3ut Marc mark'd me with attentive heed, 

And thvis began the Bard in gentteft. mood \ 

IV. 

*' I fee your mental pow'rs upon the wing. 
The ihait is drawn ; relax the tardy ftring. 

But let your Friends your fpeculadons hear.** 
Jjicourag'd by his words, I thus began ; 
** How can this empty Hope confume the Man ? 

Can love of needlgfs food be thys fevere J" 

V. 

*' Recal to mind," retura'd the Mantuan Shado^ 
*• How Mex-eagir's vital Pow'rs decay'd ; 

Confuming, as the brand amid the blaze : 
It foon will clear your doubts ; or, yihen you fpy 
Your Image in the Mirror's polifh'd eye. 

That ev'ry jnotion, ev'ry look, obeys, 

VI. 

** The fruit of Knowledge, which appear'd fo crude. 
Will feed your Reafon lyith ambrofial food ; 

Si. ■». /. 5- Tour fmagt, &c.] i.e. The aerial Body fyra- 
pathizes with the Spirit, as much as out grofs Bodies of terref- 
irial matter } or as the Image reiledcd in a Minw, with the Subi 

ftaiiQc which it reliefs. Landiho, 
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- Tour Friend, Papinius, will the balm apply. 
To heal the wound." ** Forgive me," Statios 

laid, 
<« If I divulge the fecrets of die Dead, 

And ihev Heav')i'$ doom beneath my Mafter^s eye." 

vn. 

Then dius to me : "If you receive, my Son, 
My words aright, like yonder beam of Noon 

The darknefs from your mind it foon fhall chace ] 
The VITAL FLOOD, from ev'ry drola reiin'd, 
■Ko longer nourilh'd by the veins that wind 

Back -to the heart, the ptaftic hand obeys. 

vni. 

** From ev'ry Organ, all the a^ve Pow'rs 
Affemble there j by Time's maturing courfe. 

The iniant Model of the Parent-form, 
A Tabernacle for the deathlefs Muid 
becomes, tho' yet of Vegetable kind ; 

like the duU Plant, by Nature fofler^d warm, 

IS. 

^* In a few Moons, the vegetative Soul, 
|n ev*ry Plant, muft reach its final goal ; 

With that it grows, and, as it fedes, decays : 
But here, progreflive, by the boon of Heav'n, 
Ufe's holy Flame, and piercing Senfe, is giv'n, 

"Which, in the future birth, its pow'r difplays. 

St. vii. f. I. — If Ji^ reeilve, &c.] Statids here enters 
into a phy£cal account of the formation of Man, in which I have 
taken the libertj to difguife one or two very indelicate iiiiage>< 
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S. 
• Tho' Time its gen'ral faculties unfold. 
And with fine hand the future Members mould j 

Yet this nice bound, where Reafon's heav'nly ray 
With miiniation blends, no mortal eye 
(Not yours with mine combin'd) can hope to fpy ; 

*Tis paft the power of language to difplay. 

XL 

" He, that fuppos'd an univerfal Mind, 
(Diftinft in thought, in energy combin'd,) 

The fecret guide of ev'ry human Soul j 
Becaufe the viewlefs Prompter feem'd to fway 
Ko fingle part of Man's organic clay } 

£rrs from the truth, as far as Pole from Pole, 

xn. 

** Open your breail my Leflbns to contain : — 
Now, when the textile fabric of the brain. 

With each dark maze, and all its rooms complete. 
Is form'd, th* admitted Mind, with glad furprife. 
Gazing around, the magic Palace eyes. 

And takes pofTefGon of her regal Seat. 

xni. 

•* Thro' each fine Cell its energy infpires 
Progreflive Life, and warms with genial fires, 

Sl.xl. 1. 1. Jle, that fiippt/t'd, &c.] Alludes to the opinion of 
fome of the ancient Philofopherg ; andt among the modems, Cui>- 
wo&TH, who fiippofed all the Fun&ions of Nature to be perfonned 
by an Ami MA Mundi, or Plaftic Power; fubordinate to the D^itf , 
iKcording to fome ; but, according to othen, the Sfit ^gtal. 



DictizedbyGoO^IC 



E 299 !I 

Communicated thro' the crefcent Frame, 
■Which ev*ry impulfe of the Will obeys ; 
Flafli'd, inftantaneous, thro' the nervous maze, 

Qmck, as the glance of Heav'n's defcending Flame. 

XIV. 
•* Nor wonder, Tuscan, at the art divine : 
See ! how the folar heat exalts the Vine, 

And gives its flavour to the magic Bowl, 
Where fparkling Pleafure dances o'er the brim j 
With chemic art fublim'd ; thus ev'ry limb 

Harmonious moves to the commanding Soul. 

SV. 
** But, when the weary Fates no more can fpin. 
Its fliatter'd Tenement it leaves, unfeen. 

But carries ftiU its plallic powers along : 
Still Intelk£l maintains its ancient fway. 
Still Memory ranks her thoughts in long array. 

And Will remains, the fource of right and wrong' 

XVI. 

** Yet dormant in the parted Soul they lie. 
Like lightning, llumb'ring in a lurid flty. 

Without exertion, but by Heav'n refin'd : 
Above whatever Mortal felt below. 
And ready ftill, Uke fmother'd fire, to glow. 

When with material organs new combin'd. ' 

Sl.xy. I. I. Bill, when thi vieary Falet, &cO Atthehourof 
Death, according to Dante, the Soul retains all its powers, but cx- 
crU none of them, till it be united with another vehicle. 
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xvn. 

•* Wing'd by the breath of Heav*n, the Si«rit foam. 
And lights, inftm£Uve, Tirhere, vith lifted oarg. 

The bark of Charon, or the heav'niy Guide, 
That to Probation's port his veflel fteers. 
Wait at thdr fev'ral pofts ; there firA it heais 

The Sovereign Judge its future doom decide, 

xvra. 

*' Ho" voyage done, the laft allotment g?v*n» 
The future Denizen of Hell or Heav'n, 

At once, its ancient habitudes renews ; 
Its plailic pow'rs, with quick diverging beams 
New organs form, as Sol's produdtive gleam* 

Fennent, in \emal Tribes, the genial juice, 

XIX. 
*• And, as the Air, fufFus'd with vapours damp^ 
Reflects, with varied hues, the moving Lamp 

Of Sol, when on its gloomy bofom I^U 
His flanting rays, and deck the dewy cloud ; 
So here the Spirit weaves its fubtile ftiroud. 

And o'er its effence draws an airy pall, 

XX. 

** With undulating flame, the running blaze 
Purfues the torch, where'er the Bearer ilrays; 

So the fine body of organic air 
Clings to the Spirit, wherefoe'er it fteers. 
Its thin dimenfions to the fight appears. 

Which every viul funfUon feems to (hare. 
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XXL 
** iTidr alr-form'd orbs of fight the Spefh-es roll, 
That feem to fpeak the motions of the Soul, 

And hence they modulate th^ thrilling found 
That ftartles human ears ; and hence we trace 
Dark woe, or dawning joy, on ev*ry face 

Starting to fight in Hades* ample bound. 

xxn. 

** Hence falling teare on fliadowy cheeks are feen. 
And dolorous groans, with many a paufe between, 

Tbofe echoes double ; while intenfe Defirc 
Ton meagre Spe^es feem to wade away. 
As waxen Forms, by ma^ fpells decay.— 

This fcdves your doubts,nor need you more enqmre.'* 

xxin. 

And now the high concluding Stage we gain, 
Obfervant of the Profelytes of Pain ; 

But other cares our contemplation quell'd: 
From all the thund'ring Hill, Flames thick and faft 
O'er<rimfon*d Heav'n j but ftill, the pow'rful blaft 

Back to tile Hill the fpiry blaze repell'd. 

XXIV. 
Clofe to the Hill no longer could we go. 
Nor to the utmoft verge, for there below 

Inftant deftniftion, from the cloudy fteep 
"Wide yawning, feem'd to wait our giddy fall. 
But Maro thus behind was heard to call : 

** Watch ! or you plunge in Ruin's boundkfs deep !" 
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XXV. 

Imploring Mercy in the bick'ring flame, 

We heard a captive Crew their pangs procbimj 

Their piercing cries, with ftrong attradion, drew 
To that VuLCANiAN fcene my trembling feet, 
Tho* kept at dillance by the fcorchii^ heat. 

Where, by fliort glimpfe, I fpy'd the fentenc'd Crew. 

XXVI. 

In flaming files I faw the carnal Race, 
(A dreadful Pageant !) in the ruddy blaze, 

Watching with pain thdr fbotfteps and my own : 
When to the end of their lamenting Song 
They came, I heard the nniverfal Throng 

Chant Mary's words, with many a doleful groan. 

xxvn. 

Again the Choir began, in murmurs low. 
Till the deep melody was heard to flow 

Thro' all the train ; while, with attentive heed. 
We caught thefe words : " The huntrefs Queen expell'd 
Sad Helice, when Time her ftiame reveal'd. 

Unworthy now the Virgin choirs to lead.'* 

Si. xsvi. /. 6. Chant Marv'b vrorJi — ] S« Lvee, J, 34, 
St. xxvii. /. 5. Ja// Helice— ] Another name for Caliito, 
bauifhed by I3iana for Iicr incontinence, and changed into a 
Beaii; which Ju?iTiR is faid to have tranflated to the Skies, 
where it fomiB the great Northern Conftctlation of that name. 
Ovid. Metam. lib. ii. 
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xxvnL 

Again I heard the holy Hymn begin, 

Loud chanting many a Name, unmark'd with Sin, 

Hun>ands, and Dames, that holy fpoufals kept : 
This tenour, while the burning feem'd to laft. 
The Sinners kept, by fiery whirlwinds chac'd. 

Till every ftain was purg'd, and Vengeance llepL 



£MD OF THE TWENTY-FIFTH CAMTO. 
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CANTO THE TWENTY-SIXTH. 



ARGUMENT; 

'The iame Subjed continaed. — Several ChanAen introdoced, m] 
PunilhineDU defcribcd. 



X^^tDLE round the Borders, in a file, we pafs'd, 
Tlie friendly Mantuan thus reftrain'd my hafte : 

*' Obferre the Band ; and tread with cautious care." 
Kow Sol, upon the right, his radiance threw, 
Vefting, with fplendid vdl, the welkin blue. 

And lihote, with level ray, the colour'd ain 

IL 

My hXSn^ Shadotv ting'd the rifing blaze i 
Emerging from the flame, with fix'd amaze, 

The Ghofb, in throngs, this ftrange appearance 
view*d* 
This firH then: notice drew : furpris'd they faid, 
** No air>fonnM limbs invefts that wand'ring Shade }** 
Then nearer drew, and gaz'd in penfive mood. 
Vol. n. X 
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m. 

Tet, tho* they vonder'd, none, with heedlefs haAe^ 
The Umits of the conflagration pafs'd. 

But Hood obdurate, in the fiery Zone ; 
Then one began : ** O, you ! that march fi> fiov. 
Perhaps, in rev'rence to our penal woe. 

Tell, why you wander thus thro' climes unknown f 

IV. 
** Kty our anguifti, and with fpeed reply ; 
For, ah ! we bum to know, tho' doom'd to fry 

In flames, and fervent thirft, which not the flood 
Of IsTEEt, Nile, and Ganges, could afluage : 
Tell, why your Shade obfcures this burning fbge f 

As if the paths of Fate you ne'er had trod ?" 

V. 

I would have anfwer'd ; but another Sight 
My notice drew, amid the fumy light. 

That round the Hill, in fiery tempeft flew; 
A fwarthy Squadron came, with flying feet, 
Who feem'd the first, in counter-march, to meet,. 

And all embrace, and all their fpeed renew. 

VI. 
Thus, in the Dog-Star's reign, I oft have tean 
Two Bantls of Ants, encount'ring on the green. 

And, after fhort Mute, as if to hear, 
And tell, whate'er concem'd their puny ftate, 
Then onward pafs ; fo thefe, along the Strait 
Ran diverfe, urg'd along by Doom fevcre. 
6 
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vn. 

Old Sodom's fiery fall, the Foremoft fung ; 
Then, with Gomorrah's Name, the welkin rung 

In loud refponfe : With more difcordant ftrain 
The paffing Squadron chant the Cretan Queen j 
Then crofs'd, like finging Cranes, that leave the fcene 

Of Northern cold, or Libya's fcorching plain ? 

vm. 

Parting, at laft the mufic dy'd away; 
Till, circling the tall Hill in long array, 

Again they meet, they mingle, and they fing 
Their baleful anthem, with convulfive cries 
Loud interchang'd, that fiiake the vaulted Skies, 

Still, as they courfe around the flaming Ring. 

Si. vii. /. 5. Rhc filing Cranet — ] J. e. Like Cranes thit meet . 
in the air, aa one party comes from the warm Latitudes, and the 
other from the Northern Regions. — See Note upon the Effe^ of 
Pain, Canto X. 

The peculiar reftraints from the indulgence of thia fpecies of 
fenfual indulgence, arc here reprefented in an eafy Allegory, out- 
ward Ignominy, and inward Shame ; and the manifold fufFerings 
annexed td it, in the wifdom of Providence, to counteraft and pre- 
vent iti direful effefts on Society, and the perverfion of the facuL 
tie>> By the aiHidions they are reprefented as fufFeriiig b(.'re, i> 
probably meant, in part, the difficulties that attend the fird Stages 
of Self-government, in thofe who, without being compelled to it, 
attend to the diflates of Reafon and the calls of Grace. It may, 
befidet, mean the perfonal chaftifements of Difcafe, which, fome- 
times, are found neceSaiy to operate upon the depiaved feelings of 
tbc more hardened Cnrainal. 



D,i.,.db, Google 



E 3o8 3 
IX. 

They, wKo addrefs'd me firft, remain'd behintf. 
Still eager, as before, the caufe to find 

That led me here alone. Their -wifli to kflow 
I fatxsly*d at large, and thus began : 
*' You fee not here the Shadow of a Man 

Whofe duil is mould'ring in the Tomb below j 

X. 

" My Corfe t left not on the worldly ftage. 
In vernal bloom refign'd, or ripen'd age ; 

But here 1 carry Hill a loau of clay. 
The Ufe-warm blood dill wanders in my veins. 
Still ev'ry joint its flexile pow'r retains j 

Eclips'd I journey, but with hopes of Day* 

XL 
" To me an elder Denizen of Heav'H, 
Gain'd by her pray'rs, this wond'rous Pow'r has giv'^n^ 

In mortal veft your myftic world to ft>am ; 
But tell me (fo may Hcav'n her Gate unclofe 
Soon to your pray'rs, and Mercy end your woes) 

Your Names, and why you feel this dreadful Doom. 

ill. 

*• And, if you wiffi your Fame in after-times 
Again to live, and vifit other cUmes, 

Tell, who are they, that, with a whirlwind fp^^ 
Still crofs you thus, amid the bick'ring flatne } 
Divulge that charaders, and tell thdr fliame. 

If time be giv'n my longing wife to fiwd V 
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xm. 

As from his native Hills, the rural Swain, 
When firft he views the City's polifli^d Train ; 

So on my form intent, with deep amaze, 
The Speflres flood ; but foon their wonder ceas'd, 
(A fliort-Iiv'd Paffion in the noble Breaft,) 

And thus the iirft renewed bis mournful lays : 

xrv. 

** O, happy Man ! allow'd our ftate to view. 
And Ihun the crimes that led the fentencM Crew 

To various dungeons, fraught with various pain : 
Thefe meeting Squadrons, on each other fling 
The dire reproach ^ and, with alternate iling. 

In keen Iambics chant th' opprobrious ftain. 

XV. 
** Our brutal bias, and pprtoitous (hame. 
As if, in mockery, the furrounding flame 

Paints on each hideous &ce, in crimfon glow; 
But, from what pedigrees and climes we come, 
Onr varipus fortimes, and what caus'd our Doom, 

Stem Vengeance fuffers not at large to Oiow. 

XVI. 
** To blisfy, in part, your keen Defire, 
Know, I am Guimicelli, doom'd in fire 

St. stL /. 3. GuiHicBLLi — ] A celebnted Poet of that age. 
£ec fome of hit Poems, publillied at the end of PiraAKCu- 

X3 
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To purge my Shame, before I mount above.** 
As when the Lemmiav Twins their Mother found, 
"When fad Lvcurqus moura'd Ophei,te*s wound. 

So ftrong I felt the bond of ancient Love. 

They clafp'd, with ftrenuous arms, the weeping Dame; 
But driv'n at diflance, by the buriling 6ame, 

I kept at bay, and fliun'd the dire embrace : 
With joy, the Father of the amorous lay 
I heard a catalogue of Names difplay. 

For Cyprian Ditties crown'd with lading praife. 

xvm. 

In contemplation of that rev*rend Bard, 
Silent, I pafs'd along, with fix'd regard. 

Still dwelling on that Form, fo far renown'd ; 
Tho* by the fiery tempeft kept aloof, 
I long'd to give him ibme fubftantial proof, 

"What ties of deep refpe^ his Pupil bound. 

&. xvi. /. 4. Lemmiah Twins — ] Sons of HyfJifYLE, by 
Jason. The Story here alludtd to, it told id the 4th and 5tli 
Books of Statius. Hvfsipyle, ifter vanoiu ■nn£artunet, 
brought on by her unhappy credulity with regard to JasoHi wis 
reduced to Oavcry ; and being appointed to take care of a Child 
belonging toLveuBCus, Chief ofadiftrifl near Nemea in Pelo- 
?OMHESus, by her inattention, it was dcftroyed by a Serpent, 
while {he was employed in condu^ng the Arcive Leaders to a 
Spring, as their army was in danger of perilling by thirft. She wa* 
condemnrd to death, but faved, through the iDterrentioa of her two 
Sons, by Jason, who had been long in fearch of her, affiAed by the 
mediation of Adkaitus, the Aegite commander. 
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XJX. 

" Tour love to me has left a trace," he erf A, 
" That not the lapfe of Time, nor Lethe's tide. 

Shall e'er expel from my retentive Mind ; 
But why (if truth you tell) this deep regard 
To me, in Tuscan rhymes, a rival Bard ? 

Why is die laureat wreath to me refign'd ? " 

XX. 

*' Your merit," I rqJy*d, ** ordain'd to laft 
As long as Tuscan rhymes, and Tuscan tafte; 

So long your Madrigals fhall bear away 
The palm."—" Obferve that Shade," the Bard rejoin'd. 
And pointed to a Spe£tre far behind ; 

*' He better knew to r^e the lofty lay. 

IX!. 

*' His fine romantic vein, in profe and rhyme. 
Far, hr excels the Poets of his time : 

Blind are the Critics that pretend to raife 
The Minftrel of Limoges to his Thronej 
Rumour they follow, and each rule difown 

That Trudi and Nature to the Mind difplays. 

Si. XX. /. 4. Oi/en>0 that Sbadt — J Ailhaui-d Dahiel, t 
noted Troutxidour of Frotence. H!i Sonnett, like Fetkakch's, 
were bid to be addrefled to the Wife of a Gascon Gentlemant but 
vrithout any effefl. They, hDwcrcr, obtuned him tlie nunc of the 
irit Poet of hii tint. 

X4 
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xxn. 

** Our Fathers thus, when elder Guido fung. 
Were led by Fame to join the votive Throng j 

But, at the dawn of Truth, the Phantom fled: 
But, oh ! if fuch a privilege be dnne. 
To enter Heav'n in this terrcftrial flirine. 

Let not my voice in vain for Friendship plead! 

XXIIL 
^ If e'er you reach that Family of Love, 
Where HE, who dy'd below, commands above, 

With one oraifon flake the greedy flame : 
Nor need you now againft temptation pray ; 
By fire expell'd tbofe mental flames decay. 

And lead no longer to the paths of Shame.*^ 

XXIV. 
Then, a$ he meant to give another, place, 
He difappear'd, amid the mounting blaze, 

Juft as' a fcaly tenant of the tide 
That plunges in the wave, and flioots away^ 
Nor flood his flaming Follow'r long at bay ; 

My pray'r he heard, nor was my fuit deny'd. 

IXV. 
Courteous, tho* wrapt in flames, the phoft began: 
" So potent are thy Pray'rs, Heav'n-favour*d Man, 

Nor Will, nor Power, is left my Shame to veil i 
Arnauld you fee, pf late renown'd in fong. 
Wading in fir^ amid the fentenc'd TTirong, 

With ojanj a dpl^ dkge my fate I vaiL 
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XXVL 
*< I hope at laft the glorious time vill come 
"Which Ihall releafe me from this fiery Doom; 

By that dread Pow*r, vhich guides you up theSttqi, 
O, gentle Florentine ! one Pnty'r afford 
To eafe my pain !** — ^With the concluding word 
The Minftrel plung'd amid the blazing De^ 



£VI> OF THE TVENTT-BIXTH CAMTO. 
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CANTO THE TWENTY-SEVENTH. 



ARGUMENT. 
Dakte defcribes a Vifion which he few, and its Confequences. — 
V:tciL leaves him for the future to the direction of hit owd 
Reafon, now properly infonned and fortified; and gives him an 
intimation of a Guide of a liiperior Order, to whom he i» foon . 
to reader up his Charge. 



And now the rifing Sun on Cedron's floqd 
Look'd, where the great Redeemer (hed his blood. 

And Ebko's ftream with midnight murmurs ran: 
The eye of Noon on Ganges look'd fublime, 
'While parting firom Probation's happy cUme, 

His lafl rays glimmer'd on the Mountain's van. 

n. 

But, as his chariot funk, another Light, 
Beyond the burning verge, appear'd in light ; 
. A glorious Shape ! and thus the Seraph fung, 
** Ble/s'd are the pure in heart ;" fo foft and clear 
Hiat ftill his accents vibrate in my ear ; 

But foon he check'd our halle with ftemer tongue. 

Si. i, I. I. And mow ihe rifug Sim, &c.} i. e. It was Sucrife at 
Jekusalek, Hid-day in India, Mid-night in Foktugal, and 
Sun-fet where the Poets now were. 
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m. 

** This fieiy blalt mult Oirirel up your veim, 
Bdbre you readi the blds'd Elyfian plains ; 

Enter, and mark the Voice that ddgns to guide 
Toar painful march around the burning CoaiL** 
Struck with bis tone, I feem'd already loll. 

And Hades feem'd before me opening wide. 

IV. 

To Ihade my right> my trembling hands I rais*d. 
And on the ruddy gleam with horror gaz'd. 

In contemplation of the hideous pain, 
Tb^ fries the marrow, and confumes the blood : 
In fancy now, amid the fiames I flood. 

When gently thus b^an the Mahtuan Swain: 

V. 

" The pain you dread, is but the pain of Sense ; 
Confider, Son ! that Death is banilh'd hence : 

Let Mepi'ry tell, how, in the Gulph beneath, 
Cn GERipNEo's wing you rode fublime. 
And, by my guidance, crofs'd the Stygian clime j 

Then think who leads you up this heav'nly Path- 

VI. 
" Altho* you felt the fiery tempefl: beat 
For twice twelve thoufand circling Moons complete 

Thefe flames could fcarcely fmge a fingle hair : 
Believe not me, but, with undaunted br^. 
Hold to the blaze the border of your veft, 

Ev'n your fine robes the guilUefs flame will fpare. 
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vn. 

** Refolve, my Friend! and hid your fears fubfide: 
Come on! plunge boldly in the Bery tide; 

Soon will you reach, unhann'd, the further CoafL* 
Obdurate ftill I ftood, by Terror bound : 
** O think/* at lait he cry'd, '' this flaming Mound 

Keeps HER you love, in its dread limit clos'd." 

vm. 

Then, as at Thisbe's name, the trembling eyes 
Of her fallen Lover open*d to the Skies, 

And faw his Miftrefs, ere he funk to Kig^t, 
Whofe blood with his the fiital berries dy'd : 
So, to Aat foverdgn Name my heart reply'd. 

That Name, for ever heard with new ddi^tt. 
IX. 
Then to my Guide I tum'd. ** How long," he Cud, 
** Muft this important voyage be delay'd ?'* 

And look'd benignant, as the Sire, who gains 
With gifts his angry Child. Without delay 
I plung'd J and call'd to Statius, &r away. 

With cheering voice to foothe my coming pains. 
X. 
Now deep I welter'd in the fiery wave.— 
O ! then the pangs that fiifrng metal gave. 

Or molten glafs, would feera a cool relief. 
To 'fwage my dreadfiil pains. The Mantuan Sire, 
Still cry'd, " I fee, amid the heav'nly Choir, 

Thofe fparkling eyes, that foon will foothe your grief." 

St. vii. A 6. —in its irtad Bmit clei'J.2 i- 1. You viS cerUioiy 
niKt Beatrice on the other fide, if you have the reTotutiaD to 
pall the fiery trial. 
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XI. 
Sdn as we waded thro' the billowy blaze, 
A Vdce before me, fung in cheerful lays : 

" come, ye blejfed of my Father! come." 
At lei^th, emerging from the fiery (lonn. 
The Songfter we beheld, an heavenly Fonn, 

Whofe brightnefs ctos'd my eyes in fudden gloom. 

in. 

** The Sun goes down, and Er'ning' cwnet,** be £ud; 
** Let not your fpeed a moment be delay'd, 
■ Soon Night her folemn {hade will caft ux}imd." 
Eaflward, I climb'd the Steep; the fettii^ Sun, 
Which, now its utmoft lon^tude had run. 
My g^t ^ladow ftretch'd along the ground. 

xra. 

As we advanc'd, the long projeding Shade 
In ffow gradation feem'd away to fade. 

And to the eye was lofl, when Phoebus fled ; 
And, ere the Hurts of Heav'n were colour'd round 
With Night's deep pencil, on the rocky Mound 

Each for himfelf felefts a lofty bed. 

IIV. 

For now the fteep afcent, and darkfome horn-, 
(Altho' the wifh remain'd) deny'd the po**r 

To climb ; like wanton goats, that browfe at wHI, 
And fpring, from Rock to Rock, with pUant feet. 
While Mom afcends ; but feek a cool retreat 

When Sol's meridian glories fcorch the HiU. 
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XV. 
Then, 'till his orb declines, beneath the ihade, 
At eafe, the Wanderers rumioate, funrey'd 

By thar kind Guardian, on his (US' reclin'd ; 
Or, as a £ock, by Shepherds watch'd at night. 
From wily fraud fecur'd, or lawlefs itii^t^ 
My weary limbs I thus to reft refign'd. 

XVI 

Meanwhile, the fodal Bards, on dther Steep 
Thdr ftation took^ the filent watch to keep ; 

And, where the grotto gave a bounded view, 
I nurk'd the orbs that circled round the Sky,' 
A flood of Glory fecund to llrikfi the eye 

As if Heav'n filled tbar urns with fylendour new. 

xvn. 

Thus as I lay, and riew'd the ludd Plain> 
At laft I flumber*d ; when a Bary Train 

Of dreams before me pals'd (of fcenes to come. 
The fliadowy type), at that fweet hour of prime 
When finiling Vekus, from ber Lamp fubUme, 

With am^roua twinkle gilds the parting gloom. 

xvin. 

Methought I law a Damfel, frefh and gay. 
As ever trac'd the genial dews of May, 

a. xviiLA I. — a Dam/el, Jhji anJ gaj,2 The Geniui of »aiv« 
Life, reiwefented under the perCui of Lbah, the wife of the Fs- 
Criirch Jacob, u by Rachel iftmeaat the Faculty of Contnu- 
platmn. Under thit allegory, Man it defcribed u having now 
•nired at that dellrable ftate, where tut aaivc Pow«n an in fiill 

vigour^ 
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Culling fweet flowers along a panfied plainj 
Softly her gentle accents feem'd to flow : 
" If any wiih my Name and Taik to know, 

Vm Leah, thus employed my Love to gain. 

XK. 
** This wreath I gather for my flowing haut, 
And from the Mirror catch thefe angel airs 

That pleafe my Lord ; but Rachel keeps her eye* 
For ever fix*d on diat majeftic Face, 
Smit with the beam of more than mortal grace, 

While care to deck my charms my time employs. 

XX. 

*^ For Contemplation in the filent fliade 

Her Pow'rs were form'd, but mine for a£tion made.*' 

She feOnM to ceafe ; for now the glimm'ring DawB 
Rofe in the Eaft, as when her welcome ray 
With more delight the Klgrim's eyes furvey. 

As nearer home he treads the dewy Lawn. 

XXL 
The vifionary fcene mth darknefe fled. 
And Light around the wide horizon fpread 



TigouT) peHbnniDg their funAioot under the conduA of enlightened 
ReaToo, and ready to receive the afliltance of dirinc Grace, to laifa 
the tboughts by Contemplation to the Svfreme Good-. 

The employment of the adive Geaiui it defcribed under a 
beautiful ntral Image of a young Bn'dei gathering flowere to adom 
herTetfi m order to gain the afTedions of her Spoufe. Thus, by 
confcieotloufly petfonning the dutiei of 9a a£ti*e Life, the ra> 
EgiouB man acquire* thofe Chriltian Graces that render him ac* 
Gcptable to Heaven. 
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A vernal fmile} when on my &et I fprung : 
With joy the brother Bards beheld me rife. 
When thus, with ineaning glance, and gentle voice, 

fiegui the Mailer of the Romak Song : 

xxn. 

" Thofe golden fruits, by mortals fought fo long. 
Are now within your reach, inviting, hung ; 

Their juice your mental hunger foon will 'fwage.*' 
No more he utter'd } but the heav'nly ftrain 
Pour*d new delight thro* every tingling vdn, 

Tranfport unknown on this terreftrial Stage ! 

xxm. 

I tong'd before, but now, a new delire 
RaisM my firft inftinQ on a wing of fire 

To mount the Hill, and gain the prize in view j 
Quickly, the fliort remaining fcale we climb, 
And on the breezy fummit trod fubltme. 

When Mako's words once more attention drew. 

XXIV. 
** Thro' everlafting Flames you found your way, 
And thofe that on the Souls of Sinners prey. 

Till from the fiery tell they rife refm'd; 
But now your feet have reach'd the happy Shore, 
Where my ben^hted orbs can fee no more. 

And you, without my aid, your way mull find. 

XXV. 
** Hither, by Reafon*8 Lamp, yoor fleps were led ; 
Nov follow your own Light, devoid of dread j 
Vol. n. Y 
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Th' embattled Mounds^ and toiUbme paths are paft : 
Here Phoebus fliioes dire^ with cloudlefs ray, 
EirTSltJH fpreads beneath the Eye of Day, 

With woods and Hoverj Ixwnt profu&ly grac'd.. 

IIVL 
'* Hpn yott may irft fecure, or rove at viU, 
lill SHE arrives upon the holy Hill, 

Whofe lamentation drew me from the Deep, 
Tour lonely feet to guide ; you need no more : 
Now range, ftcure and free, the happy Shore, 
Due Care, with Grace conjtuu'd, your fteps will 
keep.** 



END Op THE TWeNTY-8EV£NTH CA)TTO. 
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CANTO THE TWENTY-EIGHTH. 



ARGUMENT. 

The Poet, armingM tbc Earthly Paradilc, is flapped, in hu Prd- 
grefi duouffb the Foreft, by a River ton the Banlu. of which be 
iicea a Nymph, with whom fae cDtera into ConveHation. 



J^AGER to plunge amid the Sylvan fcene. 
Where bov'ry walks of amaranthine green 

Each deep Rccefs in folemn light difclos'd : 
Thro' whifp'ring Arbours, where the temper'd Ray, 
Shed o'er each winding Path a chequer'd Day, 

I bafted onward, £:om the Ihelving Coaft. 

U. 
Breathing, widi ibfit falute, the coming Breeze, 
My Senfe regal'd, low whifp'ring thro' the trees; 

For, ever here, the foft aerial Tide 
Purfues the fettiog Sun with even 6ow, 
That icarcely rock'd the Warblers on each bough. 

To whofe fweet Madrigals the Woods rq>Iy*d. 

in. 

With foft and folemn bafe, the Summer wind 
Its hollow murmur thro' the Shades combin'd. 
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VfiA die loud DeTcant of the feather'd Throng : 
Thus EuRus, from the deep ^olian Caves 
Difmils'd, the tow*ring Shades of Chiessi vaves. 

And pipes, at Ev'nmg fall, his mournful Song. 

IV. 

^Vhile this fweet harmony my Senfes caught, 
I waiider'd thro' the Wood, eawrapt in thought, 

UnconTcious of my I^tth ; but foon deby'd 
By a tranQucent Stream, that Hole away. 
And, thro* the pendent Bowers, in gentle play. 

With mazy dance, and tuneful murmur, ftray'd. 

V. 
How feculent and foul our Springs below 
Seem'd to this gentle Fount's chryftalbne flow. 

That fped along, as clear as Summer Noon, 
And to the view difclos'd its pearly b^, 
Tho* with dim Canopy, the winding Shade 

The liquid Mirror hid fix>m Sun or Moon. 

VI. 

Upon thp Bank, wit)i ravilh'd eyes, I Itood, 
And faw, d^p waving o'er the wining flood* 

The varied bloflbms of eternal May : 
When, like a Vifion ftartbg to the fight. 
That fudden puts all other thoughts to flight, 

A Nymph was feen to trace its borders gay. 

Si. vi. a 6. A Njmfh wa* /eai—'} Called, a little be- 
low, Mat;lb4 { but the Conunentaton are much at a lob to 
detennine whom the Poet meani by thii ideal Ferfonagc. Some 
think it ii the Gcuiiu of aftiwe Life, at fome bf their attributei 
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vn. 

CuUiog the painted Flowers, flte pafs'd along. 
And fweet and fimple was her rural Song ; 

*' Fair Vot'refs of eternal Love !" I cry'd : 
** (As your fweet fparkling eyes and geftures tell,) 
Come nearer, and that heav'nly DeTcant fwell 

Acrofjt that envious Space, but half enjoy'd. 

VtO. 
** Like Proserpine, you feem, in Enna's Bowers, 
Gathering, from May's foft lap, ambrofial Flowers, 

Ere Ceres, and the World, flie left bchmd." 
As Ikilful Maidens in the feftive dance 
Swim fmoothly round, and turn, with quick advanct. 

Onward ibe came, with modell look declin'd. 

IX. 
Oft bending as {he came, flie crop'd at Urge 
Her venial Treafures from the flowing Verge, 

And at the Bank renew'd her paufing Note, 
So mufically fweet, it 'reft my fenfe. 
My Bofom feem'd to fwell with joy intenfe. 

Which wrapt my Soul in ecftacy of thought. 



agtte. Othm ditnk, ttiithe great Countefa Matilda biEitb, 
the great Patraoels of the Church. I nUhcr fuppofe it foin* 
HiiftOPHAHT, or PtisiTEiir mired up by the magic Pen of the 
Pott, merely to introduce ind explaio the following Spedadet : 
but that there might have been a Compliment intended to thcCoun- 
tef* MatildA) it not at all improbable t a* lhe> according to the 
ideat of the time*, was a great Bkne&Arcfi to EcclefiafUct i and it 
it pn»ba|He this part of the Poem, aad the whole Paradifoi were 
written in a Monaflety. 

Y3 
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X. 

But all thofe Joys were loll in transport new, 
^Vhcn to the River's Brim the nearer drew. 

And firll I felt the magic of her Eyes ; 
Not Venus, when flie felt the fliaft of Fire, 
Such raptures kindled thro' the heav'oly Choir, 

As her bright Smile inflam'd the kindling Skies. 

XI. , 

Thus, from the fiulher Bank, Ihe look'd ferene. 
And Hooping, oft defpoil'd the velvet green 

Of various Flowers. Three paces fcarce flie flood 
From the deep Stream, that, like the invidious Tide 
Which kept Leander from Ms Seftian Bride, 

With deep divorce my eager ftep withftood. 

XIL 

" You're (Irangers here,'* flie cry'd ; " and think I 

fmile 
To fe£ you try the Ford with fruitloTs toil 

That laves thefe Bowers where Adam walk'd with 
God: 
But, quickly would you learn, that Joys above 
Have kindled in my h<x thofe figns of Love, 
If you my lacred Anthem underftood. 

xm. 

- ** And thou, that lead'ft the Van, whofe fervent 
Pray'r 
Prolong*d the ftrain, your iurther wifli declare. 
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And loftier Hymns fltall foon your Ears regale.*' 

*' The Stream's deep Murmur, and the paJfing Wind 

That (hakes thefe Groves," I cry'd, " perplex my 

Mind, 

Which thought that, here, eternal calms prevail" 

XIV. 
Quick flie retum'd, ** When ver8*d in Eden's laws. 
And taught by me, you fhall divine the caufe 

Of thefe ftrange Movements, all your Doubts (hall 
ceafe. 
Th' eternal Bong, in himfelf complete. 
Made Man for blifs, and gave this hallow'd feat, 
A grateful eameft of Eternal Peace. 

XV, 

<* By his delault, not long he fojoum'd here. 
But chang'd for Anguifh, and the bitter Tear, 

Hie Soul's calm Sunlhine, and the heart-felt Joy : 
For this, the Mountain lifts its awful Brow, 
And leaves the fiery Steam and Fogs below 

That brew Conunotion in the nether Sky. 

IVL 
** From this aerial turbulence to free 
(While free from Sin) his new-bom Family, 

He rais'd this Summit, pcunting to the Stars : 
The Motion, by the Mover, firft imfuds'd. 
This Air retains, and flows &om Eaft to Weft, 

Unlefs fome canie below it* couifo hapain. 
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XVII. 
*' For this perennial Breeze that wava the woods. 
And foothes with murmurs deep the paffing floods, 

Where-e'er it blows with no maUgnant breath ; 
Vifits the haunts of Man, but wafts away 
Some vital elTence from each Plant and Spray, 

And fows the bounty o'er the World beneath. 

** Whene** it fells beneath a genial Skyj 
Or finds a fruitful Soil, the rich Supply 

With pregnant bleflings clothes the fmiling Plain ; 
"Then wonder not fuch Virtues to behold, 
Spontaneous fpringing from an Earthly Mould, 

Beyond the cultHie of an Earthly Swain. 

XIX. 
" For this ElysiaIj Soil that fpreads around. 
Pollers profufely in its pregnant ground 

Primaeval Vegetation's kindly ftores: 
Far, far unlike the puny Tribes below. 
No Fumes by heat exhal*d, nor melted fnow. 

Supply the ftreams that warble thro' ihofe Bow*n. 

XX. 

" Fed by a limpid Spring, the living Tide 
Swells up and pours along, by Heav'n fupply'd, 

Si. xvii. /. I. For ibit p.-namal Brtf%e, Jtc] A moral Be- 
nefit ii here reprefented unOer a phyfical idea, (he propagation 
of Kvcaled RcligioD from Eaft to Weft, and the blelEogi ccmveytd 
m iti Prtcepti, u hy the qualificatieiit they cojoiD we only can be 
fit to enjoy ita Promifei. 
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' In two m^n ftreams ; the nearer fweeps away 
All blot and record of our former Sin ; 
The other Lymph, when drank, renews within 
Our virtuous deeds, and fliews in bright arra^, 

XXL 

*' At hand, the filent Tide of Lkthe roHs ; 
Beyond, foft Eunoe to departed Souls 

Her Mirror holds, and wakes the d<mnant train 
Of Mem'ry, laid aileep by lapfe of Time: 
Both you muft taftc ; but one, with guft fublime. 

All beverage far excels, to cheer the Brain. 

XXIL 
" And now, methinks, if I no more fliould tell. 
What I have faid, might every doubt expel j 

But more I will difclofe, than you can dain> 
From Promife made before. The times of Gold, 
And all their joyi, by Poeu ftmg of old. 

From fome faint Vifion of this Mountain came. 

ixm. 

■*' Here Innocence infpir'd the fenfe of Joy ; 
Here everlafUng Spring regal'd the Eye 

St. xsi. /. I, I. LiTHE^EuNot,} The participUion of 
Ihe waUn of tbelc two StFcami by the initiated, fignifies 
^ advanugci of i^fc BeneficcncCt )» banithing the very ituagei 
fi OUT fbnnn btrie& gratificMioot from the memory, figured here 
bj'theufei^the Waten of Lethe. While vinuoua conduct, be- 
coming haUtual, givCt % fon^taftc of joys to come in a fenfe of the 
beaTenly favour, wUch » reptefnted here voder the figure of drink< 
in| tbeWatefiof EvMOE. --SectJotc at the end of the Focic. 
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With fruka and Sowers, unknown to other Climes: 
Here that peFennial Stream of Ne&ai fiow'd^ 
Which cheer'd of old the Heart of Man and God» 

By ancient Poetg fung in deatfalefc rhymes." 

XXIV. 
Sudden I tumM me round ; the tuneful Fair 
Benignly fhiil'd to bear the Nymph declare 

The &cred truth, in fidion kog conceal'd : 
Again, on her I fix'd my vond'ring Eyes, 
Onward Qte led me thro* Elysian Joys, 

When the &ir Bank its fiow'ry Path reveal'd. 



END OF THE TWENTY-EIGHTH CANTO. 
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CANTO THE TWKNTY-NINTH. 



ARGUMENT. 
ThcPoET and Matilda continue thdr ConvnCitioa by the Bank 
of the River, till they are intenvpted by a new and extraor- 
dinary Pheoomenon, 



Her Voice continu'd llill the pow'rfiil Charm, 
(Her Eye-beam kindling with Affeaion warm,) 

Chanting the Blellings of the pardon'd Soul : 
Now, thro' umbiageous Vistas, half unfeen. 
And now, with Nymph-like ftep, along the green 

Thro' light and Ihade the 6iry Vilion ftole. 

■ n. 

Nor lonely did flie go ; with equal fpeed 
Onward I follow*d, as Ihe feem'd to tread. 

The Bank oppos'd, with motion fwift or flow ; 
An hundred paces fcarce we diilant ftood. 
Where eaftward tum'd the deep Elvsian flood. 

When crofs the llream her accents feem'd to flow. 
6 
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m. 

** My Friend, obfenre ! with heedful eye and ear !*'— 
Deep thro' the green Grove, luminous and dear. 

Something that feem'd a fecond Mora was feen. 
Bright as the Bolt of Heaven : but Lightning jfboo 
Flames, and is lud ; while, tike the waxing Moon, 

This wider fpread the bow'ry wallu between. 

IV. 

** What means this glorious fight?" my ardent thought' 
£nquir'd : when, fwelling with the dillant Note, 

Quick to my trembling ear the Zephyrs bore 
Celeilial harmony, that run along 
The lighten'd air. Oh ! how my heart was wrung. 

To think how firfl we loft this happy Shore I 

V. 

Unhappy Mother ! by your iault we fell, 
Tho' new to life, th* imaginary veil 

Of Ignorance you fcora'd, and long*d to know 
What Heav'n forbade ! If you had ftill obey'd. 
Still had you witnefs'd in this happy Shade, 

Such joys as never mull be felt below ! 

VL 
While muling thus, I walk'd the blUsfiil Stnmd, 
And felt my Soul to tranfport new expand ; 

The Air before me feem'd with golden gleam 
To gliften, as I gaz'd beneath the trees ; 
While the fweet Defcant, wafted on the breeze. 

Now heard diftin&ly, chann'd the Ijft*ning Stream. 
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vn. 

O, faCTed Nine ! if my devoted Soul 
Has felt for you the rigours of the Pole, 

The damp no^iunial, and the fultry Star, 
That fcatters Plagues and De^, my Pow'rs reftor^ 
That with no middle flight afpires to foar 

High on the {Nnions of celeftial Air ! 

vm. 

Urania !, come, unlock your holy Springs ! 
While with your Choin yon* azure Concave rings. 

Deep Hiemes I meditate, to heav'nly ftraing 
Aitemper'd fole. Amid the op'ning $h»de$ {jplzfA, 
What feem'd feven golden Trees, thdr Boughs dit 

At hand they feem'd, the* on a dillant Plain. 

a. 

Bu): when, advandng thro' the bofom'd Wood, 
I reach'd the fplencUd Pageant where it Itood, 

I found them each with beamy Lamplets crowned,. 
That o*er the Foreft, and each flow'ry Lawn, 
Shed a pure light, as when (her Veil withdrawn) 

The midnight Mocm iiirveys her Empire round. 

My brother Bard and I, with deep amaze, 
Stood for a moment, fix'd in torpid gaze ; 

But foon, like Meteors in a troubled Sky, 
Slow, as the modeft Maid to Hymen's Fane, 
They feem'd to move. Our fight purfu'd with pain ■ 

yin objed ftrange, and new K> mOTtal eye. 
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XL 

" Why thus," the Vii^ cry'd, ** with chfldiOi fi^ 
Purfue the long career of nnming light, 

Regardlefit of the mere majeftic Shew 
That comes behind i" A Train advandi^ ibon 
He law, with garments brighter than the Moor, 

Or aaght this Sin-worn Mould caa boait below. 

xn. 

And now they reach'd the flood, advaodng on ; 
beneath, in bright reflex, the Watere Ibone, 

As the Froceflion on its Mirror play'd 
A quiv'rii^ light } I faw, diftinA and dear. 
My Shadow in the wat'ry glafs ^pear. 

As from tt^ left iu tnfom I furrey'd. 

nn. 

And now the lengthen'd t%alaiix reach'd the hnat. 
The moving Files, reflefted, fecm'd to fwim 

On the calm iurhcc of the glafly Tide : 
With lUp fufpended on the nearer Shore 
I ftood, and faw the Lamplets march before. 

Painting, with fiery ilreams, Ac welkin wide. 

XIV, 
£ach glorious track, that mark'd the colour'd air, 
Seem'd like the Halo round the Cymthian Star, 

Or the long radiance of the heav'nly Bow, 
Tow'ring to Heav'n j we few beyond the tide, 
Xhe light-fupporting fliafts ^K Clouds divide. 

And each, ten paces diftant, piarch'd below. 
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XV. 
Beneath the lucid Canopy along. 
Came, hand in hand, a venerable Tbioi^, 

'VV'ith lilies from the Vales of Eden crownM : 
In twelve diltinguilfa'd I^rs the Seniors came. 
** Blefled art thou," they fung, ** dUUnguifh'd Dame, 
Whofe Virtues from diy God fuch favour finmd !** 

XVL 

But when the glorious Retinue, at laft. 

Like a bright Cloud, along the green had pafs'd ; 

As other Confteltations feem to rife. 
And, mounting in its radiant courfe, purfue 
The weftem fires, defcending from the view, 

A fecond Train awoke a new furprife. 

ivn. 

Another Caravan appear'd behind. 

The Team was drawn by four, Vho fann*d the Wind; 

Each with fix wings, that, waving, feem'd to glare 
With dreadful Optics, like thofe Orbs that roll'd . 
In Arovs' front, till Hermes clos'd of old 

Thofe jealous Eyes that watch'd the wand'ring Fair. 

XVffl. 
To tell thdr Forms I need not feek the S[>ring 
Of Helicon, for, to a louder Itring 

St. ST. /. 2.^-a vtMeraNe Throng,'} The ftNU^and^twcnty El. 
den rontioned in the Rerelatioiu. Some of the Comroentaton 
ttj, that it meant the fbur-and^twenty Penmen of the Books of 
the OldTESTAHiKT. hAtmino, &c. 

Si. ivii. /. 1. if ff^i—i The four EvAxcsLitTa 

Lam D I MO, &c. 
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or did, the glories of the heav'niy Car 
EzEKiEi. fung, when, from the frozen Pole, 
He faw its whirling wheels in tempeft roll. 
Amid die fliock of elemental War. 

XIX. 

Stich as He fung, were thefe, but plumes they wore. 
Like thofe in Patmos feen by John of yore. 

Between them a triumphal feat appear*d : 
On lofty wheels elate a Form was feen, 
Whofe awfvil movements o'er the ample Green, 

With high control the gay Proceffion fteer'd. 

XX. 

On dther flde hf fpread his Pinions Ufiht, 
And kept the mid-line of thefe Meteors bright. 

That o'er the Sky in fplendour feem'd to fweep : 
And tho' their umbrage fpread afar below, 
'l"he blended radiance of the fevenfold Bow, 

Still unectips'd, itq colours feeqi'd to keep. 

XXI. 
The wond'rous Form a two-fold nature (hcw'd. 
The ropl Bird in golden plumage glow'd 

S;. xviii. ;, 4. Ezeiiei. /m^,— ] This Vifion, intended t« 
rcprefent the ftate of tlie vifible Church in the fourteenth Century 
and fome time before, is borrowed partly from Ezekiel, (fee c. i.} 
ind partly from the Revebtioni of St. Johnt Irom whom ■■ de- 
rived the idea of the Seven GoMen I<ampt, or antecedent Lights 
which V'C rcprcfented as preparing the way for the enfuing Pn>< 
ceEGon. (See Rev. c. i, and ii.) Landino, kc. 

St. xxi. /. I a ivia-folJ mitiire Jhevi'J'^ By thi* ftruige t^o- 

feld appearance, the Commentaton fay,, is meant the fecond Pem 
stiN of-the Trinity.— Lamdiho, Vellutello, Au6Elucci. 
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Above : A lion's form ccmceal'd the reft, 
Of dazzling white, commixt with fanguine ftun. 
It feem'di not Scipio's Hoft, nor Cmbavl's Train, 
Such triuomh witnels'd over Eaft or Weft. 

xxm 

Dim was th^ fylendour of Hyperion's Throne 
To this ; even then, when his prefumptuous Son 

Rode dure fubtiine above a burning world i 
Till, blafted by the mighty Mother's pray'r. 
He fell irom ^ther, thro' the kindling air. 

From the dderted wheels by thunder hurl'd. 

xxin. 

Three Nymphs upon the right, in myftic dance, 
Seem'd o'er the green.fward carpet to advance i 

One clad in green ; a fuit of languine hue 
The fecond wore. Her Sifter's robe excell'd 
The drifted Ihow, that clothes the wint'ry field. 

As thro* the maees of the dance flie flew. 

IXIV. 
And now the cheerful green her Comrades led. 
And now, in crimson deck'd, the martial Maid 

Glow'd in the front ; and now the veftal Dame, 
Foremoft of all, difplay'd her skowy Stole ; 
While, tripping on the left, another School 

Of jocund Nymphs, in myftic meafure came. 

St, Kxiii. /. I. Tbret A>ii^i/— ] The theological Vutun ; 
Faith, diftinguilhed by a white reft i Hope, diefled in gma { aqd 
Charity, id red, to denote her ferrour. 

Vol. n. Z 
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XXV. 

Long purple robes of ftate, like Queens, they wore. 
Three eyes thdr Leader had, that tnarch'd befc»« ; 

Two rev'rend SeniOTS clos'd the feftive Train, . 
In garb u diff'rent, as alike in mien : 
For here the Soul's Phyfictan firft was feat. 

Taught by his Ixird to foothe internal pain. 
XXVI. 
The Second, not like one that lov*d to fpare. 
With brandiOi'd weapon feemM to threaten War, 

And glitt'ring ialchion fill'd his better hand: 
His martial port, nor lefs his mien fevere. 
Struck me, acrofs the flood, with chilling fear. 

Still as he w»v'd aloft his angry brand. 

xxvn. 

Four Swains afar. I faw, in rufUc weed. 
To this ftrange pomp of Paradife fucceed ; 

And, clofe behind, a'vifionary Man 
With eyes fail clos'd ; yet, tho' bereft of Djy, 
The rev'rend IHlgrim feem'd, with keen fur^ey, 

The Secrets of another World to fcan. 

St. xxT. 1. 1, Lmg purple rota tj fiat, &c.|] The four Cudinal 
Virtu«. PnyoEKCE i» paioted with thitt eyw, ai obferving the 
prcfcnt, the pafl, and the future. 

Si. 1ST. /. ;. Bt,r here the StuPe Phjjiciaa^'} St. Luke, dc 
fignated here as the Author of (he Aa» of the Apoftle*. 

Si. X xvi. /. 1 . The ficimJ—'^ St- Paul, anaed with the fwoid 
of the word, mighiy to dividt the Soi^ «''d the J^pirir^^LAMDiNQ. 

Si. xxvii. /. i. Four Stuaint — 3 The four Epiftolaiy infpircd 
Writere; viz. Jamet, John, Peter, and Jude.—^Rosi Mokakdo, 

AUOELLUCCI. 

■ St. XKvii. 1. 1 a vijitnarj Man} St. John the Divine, An* 

thor of the Book of Revelations Id. ib'ul. 
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XXVffl. 
Solemn they march'd, and all the liv*iy won 
Of that fage Retinue that walk'd before : 

The Uly crcnni'd the Van ; but thofe bdund. 
On ev'ry front the blufhing Rofe dirplay*d ; 
Pidh voren chaplets feem'd their brows to fliade. 
In leemjy wreatht around thdr temples twiu'd. 

XXIX. 
Now, fiill oppos'd> xppeax'd the loitj Car, 
l>oud Thunder rais'd Its awful Voice a&r. 

That pals'd in horror o'er the trembling flood : 
CheckM by the Ibund, the ndling Orbs Hood ftOli 
A$ if obe^snt to th' infUndiTe Will 

Ttiat mov*d the wheds, and all the Convoy ftood. 



*»* Thw lUcgoriciI reprefentation of the Forttuie* of the 
Cbwcbt M it grm « view of it* Writcii, implkt much of iti m> 
dace reTukiiig from their uoioii in one great fchene, and the com* 
|iletiaa of andent Propheciei, by hter miraclct, aod other diftin* 
guiJhed erenti t it )■ therefore very properly introduced u making 
part of the Ichemeof Converfion of Dahti, at iht tittmal in- 
denct hat a remarkable tendency to confinn the mtenal, to vhidit 
without the fonner, every Enthufiaft would make pretence, and 
claim for hit particular Dogqivt, the iaw^rJ cridencc oftheSpiiit< 
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CANTO THE THIRTIETH 



ARGUMENT. 
beTcent of Beatkici, or Muroatfy tPi/^iH$*^iitx Addi<d> td 
Dahtii and reciulaf die Rofea of her ettnwr diui ry Omdilft 
with icTped to him. 



Thus ftood Aefe Ughts thit guide tte *aiid*ring 

Soul; 
For, as the Stars, that drcle round the Fble» 

Condud the Keel, remote from Eaft and Weft | 
So thefe fupply th£ nerer-fettiQg Beam : 
Sin only can obfcure the golden gleam 

Iliat pointa the Paflage to eternal Relt 

n. 

And now the Bands, that maith'd in wder bright 
*Twixt the tritunidud Wheels and feven*fold L^bt, 

Fac'd to the \rii^;ed Car in foil parade; 
While kmdling rapture btiun'd imrn ev'ry eft, 
Ta^d on the Pledge ol ererllAlf^ J07, 

While thus a filver Voice the Song efla.7*d; 

m. 

** Ddcend finm Lbbamon, celefttal Spotde ! 
Thy Confiwt *ait« tbee, to Kceive thy Vowi T— • 
Z3 
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Three heav'nly Echoes to the Song rejpX.y*d ', 
Thrice the loud Chorus fill'd the Concave round ) 
Thrice Eden's Vales retum'd the joyous found. 

To ^ther wafted on th' aerial Tide. 

IV. 
Then, as th' Elefted at the Trump of Doom 
Shall burfl their ccarments and foilake the tomb, 

In glory dad, and ving'd to mount the Sky j 
So at tbc vnsrA uproTe a Qving Cloud ; 
So feem'd their wings the fUrry wheeb to fhrovd. 

Waiting the heav'nly Mefienger on high. 

V. 
•* Blcfs'd it tbt happy Sdiil, to Heav'n rejlor'di* 
They fung } wlrile ev*ry hand profufcly pour'd 

llie rifled fweete of Paradife around. 
O'er the glad foil, and thro' the fcented air : 
** Hither, ye Denizeru of Heav'n ! repair," 

They cry'd ; " and hide with Sowers tb' cnamell'd 
ground.** 

VI. 
While Earth was clad with Flora's fpols below* 
Sudden the Eaft, trith correfpondu^ glow, 

Seera'd to reffed the bluOung tint a&r : 
So have I feen, o*er Ocean's wavy bed. 
The Sun afcend, celeftial rofy red. 

When Autumn's vapours paint his flasung Qxf*. 

VIL 
Ruddy as Phobbus, in Aobora's Bower, 
A radiance, veil'd unid the fragrant fliower 



DictizedbyGoOglC 



i: 345 ] 

Of falling rofes, feem'd, with umber'ct glaocej 
To rival Day's Bur Lord ; and foon difplay'd 
Thro* the deep cloud of fweets, a matchlels Maid 

Seem'd thro* the plauAve Squadrons to advance. 

Vffl. 

A fnowy veil flie wore; with olive bound» 

A green dole far behind her, fwept the ground ; 

Beneath, a tunic like Aurora's veft 
Ha decent limbs embrac'd with dn^re bright : 
'Twas my _fir/i Love / but flill my mortal fight 

Not yet the Millrefs of my Fate confeft. 

IX. 
My heart, of old familiar to her chamu. 
No rapture felt at firft, no new alarms ; 

As had I known the Fair, my foul had thrilled; 
Yet from the Nymph unknown a tranHent glow, . 
Thro' ev'ry nerve inftinftive, feem'd to flow, 

Vnufih, as I gaz'd, my heaving Bofom fill'd. 

X. 

Tet, when that Eye-beam on my Optics play'd. 
Which firfl my fancy to Elvsium led. 

Ere yet the Down proclaim'd my fpring of Youth ; 
AVith love and fear, conflifting in my breaft, 
like a fond weeping Child I flood dUlreft, 

Who loi^ its angry Mother's wrath to foothe. 

XI. 
I tum'd me to the Bard, and meant to fay, 
** O, Mantuan ! plead for me ["—With deep difmay 
Z4 
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I Jtlt my life-blood freeze^— my Friead irts g<Mie !- 
Ah, Virgil ! ah, my Friend ! bow batd thy lot. 
To be expeird from this delightful fpot. 

Who tedH my fleps thro' many a burning Zone! 

XI!. 
Not all the blifsful fcenes that Eve bad loft, 
Not all the channs of that enchanting Coaft, 

Could check the briny tear, by grief fuf^!y'd. 
** Weep not for him, but for thyfeif, my Friend, 
Tho' here thou feel'ft thine ancient compafl end. 

Another caufe may fwell the briny Tide." 

xm. 

Thus, as the Mailer of the Bark, who cheen 
His toiling Crew, amid thdr hopes and fears, 

A&d now the Stem funreyi, and now the Prow, 
Breathkig Ikis fymt thro* the gallant Band, 
Seem*d tfie feir Veftal on her lofty Stand, 

When from her lips I heard thefe aeccAU flow, 

XIV. 
The fame her port appear'd, her garb the liitae, 
As when, like Mom's emerging dawn, fli* came 

From the deep bofom of the falling fhowfcr ; 
Save that her op'ning Vdl, in part, difpUy'd 
The peerleft features of die beav'nfy Maid: 

£Kn cn^ die winibtg lood I fek their power. 

XV. 
At me flie caft a look, feverdy fweet ; 
Ah ! how I feared her ai^ eye t* oieet. 
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Whew dignity, with keeh rdetatmoM, join'd ! 
Calmly Ihtt fpoke, but iecm'd to keep at bay 
The tempell of her Wnlh^ vith o^ delaja 

And fuch a look, as tbreate&M vorfe behind. ' 

XVt 
" Tea— I am Ihe!— Behold me well,"— flie afd^ 
" Did you vouchfafe to climb the nigged fide 

Of thii fteep Hill at laft ; Tremendous toil ! 

Did you not know that Blifa was center'd here f . 
Unhappy Man !"— 1 met her look ferere. 

And feetn'd, ev'n to myfelf, defpis'd and vile. 

xvii. 

I fpy'd my Image in the paffing wave. 
So true a picture of a rated Slave, 

With fliame.depiaed ftont : I tum'd away, 
Loathnlg my Llkenefe ; while die haughty Maid 
Maternal anger in her look difplay'd. 

Nor ibiten'd with a finile my deep difmay. 

xvm. 

While thus I drain'd Refentment's bitter Bowl 
Even to the dregs, and Shame dqjtefi'd my Soui t 

Sudden, piolong'd with many an heay'nly Note, 
A Concert of the Gods I feem'd to hear, 
Jessidje*s fong of Hope regal'd mine Earj 

Vet my rapt Mem'ry but a fiagment caught, 

" In tha, Lord I we put air tru/t," they cry'd. 
" Chir Lirmli arc nikr%'d;' a Voice leply'd. 

Si. lis. ;. I. - /, jj,, L^J, to.] Thi. iBttoduaion of 
the jia PUn, Imj by dl ih, Ckoin of Pa,ri„«n Prephn^ 

Apoftlu, 
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Tlie reft I bft. A cold, Hke Alpihb fiiow 
Deep froien by the rude Sclavonian blaft, 
ThiDugfa my trembling bonea and marrow paft*d, 

Vrhta fiift I heard the awful Defbntflow. 

XX. 

But, at the Gale, from Afric's burning Sky, 
Where Sol looks down dired with lordly eye, 

Chacing the Shadows &om the fervid Liiw, 
Sendt downwards from thofe ereriafUng Hilla, 
The 'Winter's Ihining hoard, in countlelk litU ; 

So fled mf terror by the Song divine. 

XXL 
At once, the tempeft of my Sight alleep 
Were laid j .my charmed Eyes forgot to veep : 



ApoftUif and Angdii U fiody btraduced to dente the finking 
^forita of the Cuididate for HeaTcn, uoder a feofe of (bmc re* 
maining difplcafore of the Divihity. 

The 7th Vede putkulailf ■■ fitted to hU cafe, " / mS it 
gUd^ aad njeict m ify Mtrtj" Th« confidnationa that nakc 
the Soul cheerful b the midft of Afflidion are, - that Ood b 
mercifid t that* ai He it not ignorant, fo neither is He unmmdfnl 
of our tnmblea | that He ii a fnend, who knowi uf in Idvcdltf, 
aoldithanbprofpcTityt that He hath not fubje£led u« to theDe< 
ceffity of bebg overcome by onr Spiritual Enemiei, but hat, with 
the temptatbn, aUJa made ui a way to efcapc. Wc are to cODfidv 
Hint M our God and Saviour ; ^t the tbiei of profperity an^ 
adteifity are both in Hi* hand ; and therefore on Hint we are t» 
mint, riH the day of mercy Ihall dawn, and the Ihadowi flee away." 
«— H«ui on the 31& Pfidm. 
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VJheit die fiiU Chonu» \Hio for ens diiiiis 
To tbe deep movement of the Mundane round* 
"With melting Airs afliug'd my finardng wound, 
VTiih he»v*njy-irafted Notes and Ain fubliaie*: 

XXU, 
How Sifon'ry lov'd upon each Note to dwdl, 
When Fity feetn'd in ev^ry drain to fwell. 

While ev*ry dofe that charm'd the Ull'ning Sky 
Seem*d nuxhilated to my ravifli'd Ear 
In thefe ibft ftraint. ''Ah! why this look feveref 

Why wound bis Heart? BEATRicErtell me why?" 

IXUL 
Ah i then die Froft, that feem'd my heart to load 
In lighs tranfpir'd, in briny current flow'd } 

Jokdf finom my lips and eyes, in anguifli bidtet 
Whe? by the de«er wheel her lofity Hand 
She took, and anfwer*d thus their loud Demand 

With matchlds dignity of vcuce and look. 

xxrv. 

" High fpher'd above the world, your wide funrey 
Sees all his fecrets in en^pyreal Day ; 

Nor doud, ncn: flumber, can deceive your fi^t : 
But, for HIS lake alcaie, diiHnfl and clear, 
IQs iaults I mean to tell, that he may hear 

And pay the ddH of penitential woe. 

XXV. 
** Not from th* eternal Sphere that rolls above. 
Hoc from yon* eveilafiing Fires that move 
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Each in its htei roimil, he g^'d the botm 
Of halT'oIy Once ; but £tun an htgbar PorVy 
That fench ibroad the £rudifymg Owwer 

From fouroes fat ahorc die Son or Mom. 

IXVT. 
•* Such genuine worth adom'd bb early day*. 
That each prolific ftem of heav'nly Grace 

In that rich Mould a genume footing found s 
But, oh ! the rankeft foil but ferves to feed 
The plant of juice malign, and noxions weed. 

If Culture's lumd negkd the haple6 groundi 

XXVH. 
« At firft) by ev*ty fofi, mdeating art, 
I clos'd the dang'rous ^fles to his Heart, 

While fiom my Eyes be drank cdeftiol light ; 
Twas HeaVn, by me, £i|>enG'd the gladfoiiie Ray 
That led him on in Virtue's rugged way. 

By the pure Canon of eternal Right. 

xxvm. 

** pot loon, when Life bad reach'd a nobler ftag^ 
To heav'nly cares I gave my r^ a^ 

The World forgetting, and by Lore forgot : 
For now, my Lover broke his eafy .duin ; 
His homage fcom'd, and fought the World again^ 

By tranfient charms, and fading ^unixnns casghf." 

XXIX. 
JElxaIte4 now, and half to Soul refia'd. 
The lucid Miirar of the faiued Mind 
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From fair Religioa caught the genuine glow: 
Tet, as the Woman to an Angel grew, 
Sdll lefs and lels he bore the dazzling view, 

But left the bftj Height, and fiz'd below. 

XXX. 
In v^ the wand'ring Lover to rechum. 
Won by mj Pni/rs, the nightly Vifitm caipe ; 

In vain the pous Thought arole by day i 
Still more entangl'd in the fatal Ihare, 
He mock'd my nightly toil, my daily care. 

And fisndly flung his bitter hopes away. 

XXXI. 
** A fure, but dreadful remedy was left. 
To fhtfw th^ fcntenc'd Dead, of blifs bereft j 

Dauntleis, for this I fliot the Gulf of Death ; 
For this, my folemn adjurations drew 
TTie Soul of Maro from the prifon'd Crew, 

To ihew the Secrets of the World beneath. 

xxxn. 

•* Scarce would the Sinner Heave's Decree fulfil. 
Were he admitted to th' oblivious Rill ; 

*; xxxfi. /. I. — Hai^iet Dtarte fulfil,'} The Poet here 
intiBiaio the wiidom of thii tempomy withdnwitig of Spiritual 
ConfobtioiM, u u esercife of Faith and Hope, and a fidutair ex- 
pedient to make u« know the value of HcaTCsl; Bleffingt, He 
meani aUo to (how how eflcBtial a part Humiliation mullconfiituU 
in genuine Repentance } a Virtue, which, iriien wc aie periuaded 
that our Sini arc forgiven, ' we arc apt to fbiget } and proooonce 

upoB 
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Or Alt delkkms fruh that kadt the Tree 
Of Life, before he fell the bitter throes 
Of Penitence^ vhofe keen lith^rioua Woes 
The purged Soul from iSin's contagion free.** 



upca oar emi fate, fmn « compvifon with otbcn. The cenf<x 
lioni fpirit of certain Enthnfiafti, who pride themfelTet on tbdr 
biided piiril^ci, ve u ertdencc. of ihit See ExtnA fioa 
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CANTO THE THIRTY-FIRST. 



ARGUMENT, 

The ConfefBon oF the Poet) bit Abfolution, and Inuiieriioa in the 



" Sat, thou that droop'ft beycmd the &cred fiood,** 
The Holy Virgin thus her theme purfu'd. 

But urith a folemn brow, and [oerdng tone, 
*' Have I fpoke truth ? the ian^tm of thy vcoce 
Muft clear my charge, and Tindicate the Skies ; 

Thy innocence, or guilt, muft now be fliown." 

II- 

My Acuities I felt fo mnclt cooAu^d, 
My organs ialter*d, a» to fppecb difus'd, 

Tbo* oft I try'd to ;u)fveE tp the charge: 
Awhile ih^ flood ; then, with indignant look. 
She cry*d, *^ You have not drunk of Lethe's broo^c. 

Your Mept'ry yet difj^ys your deeds at laigft" 
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Slow from my lips the fed confeffion flow'd. 
More to the Eye than Ear their movement fliowM 

My deep contrition for my early fauh ; 
As when the Bowman's hand o'er-ftrains the ftriag. 
Wide flies the fluttering {haft on languid wing ; 

Thus &il'd my words to pahit my guilty thought. 



Deep groans and tears the pow'rs of fpeech fupprds'd» 
The deep concealment labour'd in my breaft. 

Too tug for utt'rance, vhile flie thus declaim'd : 
** I wing'd thy Soul to that empyreal Height, 
Where the Chief Good, the Source of true Del^t, 

Thy nafcent Faith with heav*nly Hope inflam'd. 

V. 
"What deep Gulph, or infiqierable Mound, 
Crofs'd thy plain path ? declare what Magic bound- 

Thy ^t'riqg progrefe in Cikc^an chains; 
What fpell could bid the beam of Hope delay, 
Before its hght was loft in heav^ily Day ; 

W^y was her beamy torch illum'd in vain? 

VI. 
** What charms couM thofe unreal PhantfflM fliow. 
Which fill yon* deep nodunial Vak of Woe 

With orgies foul, or fix in torpid trance 
The fleepy Soul, th&t you fliould leave the Streams 
Pf Life, to follow to die Land c^ Dreams 
The fairy meaftires of their raeonlight danee ?'* 
6 
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vn. 

In iHttemefs of foul^ I heav'd a figh. 
And with low voice eflay'd a ^nt reply} 

Scarce could my lab'ring lip» the accents mould. 
As vith warm tears I thus confds'd my &ult : 
*' TTieir well-feign'd looks of Love my Fancy caught^ 
' When you were fummon'd to Emmanuel's Fold." 

vni. 

** Ercn were you fitent, or your fault deny*d. 
No lefs it would be known," the Saint repty'd, 

** To the Hb art-Searcher, on his awful Throne} 
But Mercy turns reverie the griding wheel. 
She takes the keen edge from the lifted fteel, 

When Pemtence is heard its guilt to own. 

IX. 
'* Thus, let my words rebate the temper'd edge 
Of thy compun^ons, and thy pangs afliiage ; 

Lefs will thofe Syrens charm when next you meet. 
If from my lips you learn, what fruits of Faith 
Tou might have reap'd from my untimely death. 

When my cold clay pofle&'d its laft retreat. 

X. 

*• Never did Nature's hand, with Art comKn'd, 
Weave fuch a charm to captivate the Mind, 

As my frail Form, now wafted far away 
To the dark world, on Diflblution's wing : 
Why then, ah ! why ihould any mortal thing. 

After my parting, lead your thoughts aftray ? 
\ V01..U. Aa 
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XI 

" When her first fiiaft the hand of Fortune fix'd 
In your full heart, and firgt the beverage mix'd 

Of bittemefs, it fhould have wing'd your Soul 
To leave fallacious things, and try your flight 
(Marfhall'd by me) to yonder helds of light. 

Where neither chance nor change our joyi control. 

XII. 

** No fecond Mtftrefs, then, had damp'd your wing, 
Tho' like Heav'n's Choirifters (befcem'd to fing; 

Nor had you waited for a gscond wound. 
To ftimulate your flumb'ring Soul again : 
What torments had you fhun'd ! what needlefs pain ! 

If you had fled, ere Ruin dos'd you round ? 

xm, 

** In vain you fpread the fame inlidious fnare. 
For the fult-plum'd Inhabitants of Air; 
t The uiifiedg'd bird may twice or thrice be caught." 
Like a correfted Child, in forrow drofm'd, 
I flood, vith fad looks, fix'd upon the ground. 
Nor dar'd to meet her eyes, with ang^ fraught. 

XIV. 

Again (he fpoke: ** My converfe pains your ear! 
Since then I find you thus averfe to hear. 

Indulge your eye, and let me view your fece : 
There I behold with joy the manly fign 
That iTiarki the time of life, when thoughts divine 

Should lift thy Soul from her Circjean maxe." 
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The cerrial oaks with lefs refiftance bend. 
When loud Norwegian ftornis, or Libtan, rend 

Hie groaning grove, than I uprais'd my bead. 
Struck with her tone farcallic, when flie prais'd 
Thofe marics of age mature, by Sloth debas'd. 

White deep confuflon o'er my vifage fpread. 

XVL 
I law the living cloud that lately hung 
Above the Car, with loud triumphal fong 

Difpers'd, and all its radiant frame reveai'd } 
My eyes were dazzled with the profpeft bright. 
Yet ftill, methought, in that Abyfs of Light, 

Mine eyes the Maid's etberial Ihape beheld. 

xvn. 

Rapt in the vifion of that heavenly Form, 
Whofe double nature, with myfterious charm, 

Had'Caught her fight, the holy Veflal ftbod. 
Like a young Cherub, on the water's brim ; 
Heav'n in her eye, and Grace in ev'ry limb, 

Tho' mil ihe feon'd the fame, that fir'd my blood. 

XVHL 
Tet, lighted up by Heav'n, her kindling charmi 
Caught with ftrai^e fire, and tiU'd with new alarms 

My breafl ; and open'd all my wounds again : 
Her forniex felf, the Tenant of the Skies, 
As far excell'd, as when, in dim dif^uife 
Of dull,, ihe far outfhoitt the. iediale Traiik 
Aa s 
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'Woke by hiir fmile, my aggnvated Sin 

In dark GOKOONEAN horror frovn'd within j 

And thefe fedu£tive fcenes that led afbay 
My heart from her, grew hideous to my fights 
Rembrfe involv'd my Soul in fudden Night, 

And fidhting, Hfelefs, on the Bank I lay. 

XI. 

What pafs'd, I knew not, till my fwoon v^s o'er ; 
She bell can tell — but foon I felt my pow'r 

Of intelleft and limb return again. 
That Nymph, whom on the fhore 1 firll beheld^ 
Rois'd me, hatf-flumb'ring, from the verdant field : 

" Hold faft," flie cry'd ; and led me o'er the Phin. 

XXI. 
Down the flope Bank, and thro' the Umfnd wate 
She led mc, till I found its waters lave 

My panting fides, and o'er ray fhoolders climb j 
While, like a light fluff from the wat'ry verge. 
She (kim'd the wave, nor yet fbrfook her charge. 

Steering me thro' the flood with hand fublime. 

xxn. 

Emer^ng now appeared the further brim, 
Whoi, like the prelnde of an holy hymn. 

The full-ton'd Carol rf Luftration foon 
Ghim'd on my ear ; my Guide the fignat took, 
And inllant plung'd roe in the fwelling brook : 

Hie booming billows check'd the folenin tune. 
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O'erwhehn'd, a fpace I lay, and quaff'd at large 
The copious wave ; but foon, her dripping Charge 

The Nymph recover'd from the limpid wave : 
She bade me o'er the velvet green advance. 
Where the four Sillers wove the myllic dance, 

Aad each a kind embrace alternate gave. 

XXIV. 
" Here," Aey exclaim'd, " by Day the dance we leadj 
But when the riling Moon along the mead 

Tlie fignal fends, we join the vurgin Band, 
And mount the winged Winds to join her Car: 
Kindling we mount, till each becomes a Star, 

And circle Heav'n beneath our Queen's command. 

XXV. 
'* Before your Miftrefs loft her robe of clay. 
We were difhufs'd from yonder milky way. 

To tend her fteps below, and fire her Mind 
With heav'nly vigour for her upward flight; 
Our Sifters three, that boall a purer Light, 

Will Ibew the wonders that remain behind." 

St. Tx'ia. L I, O'tr^ielm'J, ke.2 Therebukeof BiATKiCE may 
Ccem too feverc ; but it only moui* to Ihow the deep S«lf'«Weinent, 
uid evea Self-abhQireDce, in fome fenfe, that muft attoiil true 
FeniteDce, when the Sin hat been deliberate, apd againft repeated 
waraingi and conTifiiont ; at wae the cafe herCf according to the 
account given by her. The plnngiog in Lethe, and the embrace of 
the four Siften, leprefenti more truly abfolutioiti than that Palihge 
cited for the purpofe in the tenth Cantq. 
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XXVL 
Thus, finging, they advanc'd, and led me on. 
Where, in the vaward of the moving throne. 
The two-fold myftic Brmo met my fight : 
Again the Maids that charm the nightly Pole 
Exclaim'd, " Indulge thy view, without control. 
And catch new tranfports from thy firft delight." 

XXVIL 

Soon kindling at the view, the Flame began. 
And thro* my fliiv'ring nerves, like light'ning, ran. 

As thofe bright eyes that open'd Heav'n, I view'd 
Thofe ftar-like eyes ! oh ! how they feem'd to gaze, 
(Like double Mirrors, on the folar rays) 

On that bright Form that on the Chariot flood. 

XXVIH, 

Seen in the moving tablet of her eyes, 
Pencil'd by Light, the Tenant of die Skies, 

In a clear focus of abilrafted Day, 
The wonders of his changing Form difplayM; 
Which, as the tints his fovereign will obey'd, 

'Twixt mortal and immortal feem'd to play. 

SXIX. 
Tet, thron'd upon the Car's majeftic frame. 
The awful Prototype appear'd the fame : 

Oh ! how I wonder'd at the heav'nly fpell, ■ 
While at this Banquet of the Soul I ftood. 
Where Tranfport fed Defire with hallow'd Food ! 

Still on the fcene Remembrance loves to dwell. 
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XXX. 

Now the fair Sifters took thdr turn to Cmg, 
Who fweep the heav'nly Spheres on bolder wing. 

Still meafuring to the Dance thdr Defcant fweet: 
** O turn to thy first Love! celeftial Maid ! — 
From clime to clime, and thro' th' infernal Shade 

Long has he trac'd thy fteps with weary feet! 

XXXL 
** Withdraw that envious cloud that hangs between ! 
Give him thy cloudlefs charms, as thou art feen. 

When on the Bleft they Ihed celeftial Day ! 
Shine out at AiU, and fate his longing Soul !^ 
Grant him that Light, that beams above the Pole, 

Nor let him linger thus in fond delay. 

XXXII. 
*' Seraphic Vifion ! ne'er in Kndus' Vale, 
The gifted Bard, with holy muTmg pale. 

Who quafis th' infpiring fount that wings the Soul, 
Thy over-whelming Glories could recite. 
When the blefs'd Squadron, in a Sood of Light, 

Sung thy difdofure to the ringing Pole ! 



END OP THE THIRTY-FIRST CANTO. 
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CANTO THE THIRTY-SECOND. 



ARGUMENT. 

The Defcription of the Proceffion continued. — ^The Poet ■rrivCT tt 
the Tree of Knowledge of Good uid Etil.— Iti Appramicc 
defcribed, and the Confcqucncei of hit Anrnl there. 



1 H£ tardy Seafon, Ipent on ftubbom Troy, 
Had pa&'d, fince I percdv'd the tafte of joy : 

Oh ! how my eager Soul^ i^en blifs return' d, 
Look'd thro' my eyes ] — ^The glorious fcenes, in vam. 
That fill'd the cpncave Sky, and thronging Hain, 

Led them from H£R, vhofe abfence long I moum'd. 

IL 

While on the Saint's tranfporting form I hung, 
I heard, in whifpers, from the holy Throng, 

*• His morta} Senfe will never bear the view." 
Infta^ the glowing circles feem'd to run 
Acrols my fight, like one that eye$ the Sun, 

Whelming my fenfe, and pror'd the warning true. 
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ra. 

But, when the vifuat nerves refum'd their tone, 
I faw (tho* half their ener^ was gone) 

The heav'nly Squadron, ranging to the right. 
In glorious march, with Soil's afcending rays 
Weftward they wheel'd, refie^ng blaze on Maze, 

While fUll before them fail'd the feven-fold light. 

IV. 

As flying Squadrons (hun the ftorm of War, 
With flu3:uating fhields, that gleam a^. 

And waving banners fpread; the Bleft were feea 
In mighty circuit verging to the Weft, 
Till they beheJd the winged Team aireft^ 

And turn its Pole upon the velvet green. 



Clofe by the fervid wheds, by left and right. 
The Veftals march*d along ; a Bevy bright 

Still following, as their Mafter mov'd along. 
Sweeping the ample Sky, with fteady ■wing, 
While flie who wafli'd me m Oblivion's fpring. 

With Statids, and with me, purfii'd the Throng. 

VT. 
Behind the wheel, which mark'd with narrower fweep 
The dexter path, along the foreft deep, 

Conceal'd in folitary gloom, we pafs'd ; 
Mute were thefe Bowers where Angels fung of old, 
(Ere Eve her blifs for empty profpefb fold,) 
' Aiid heav'nly Echoes cheer'd the blooming wafte. 
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VIL 

Thrice had the winged arrow's founding flight 
Our journey meafur'd, when, as fwift as Light, 

Beatrice left the Car: a fallen found 
Slow wafted to my ear our Father's Name, 
Chanting the woful caufe of Sin and Shame 

In doFrous accents, thro' the woods profound. 

vm. 

Round a lone Tree, amid a folemo glade. 
The radiant Team a mighty circuit madej 

By Winter fcath'd, and mark'd with Thunder's fear 
It fecm'd : no leaves it (how'd, nor fcented bloom ; 
Its long, funereal arms, in awful gloom 

Extoided o'er the blailed heath afar. 

IX. 
Yet, not like other Trees its branches fpread } 
VJiih ampler fweep, as nearer to the head. 

The wide diverging boughs portentous wave 
High o'er the racking clouds, of ^ant fize. 
Above tbofe groves that fhade the fouthera Skies, 

And tempeft, flood, and fire, alternate brave. 

X. 

*' O happy THOU, who, while enflirin'd in dull. 
Never allur'd by thy degen'rate guft. 

Or tempting fruit thy bright rcverfion fold. 
When Appetite rebell'd." Around the Tree 
Thus fung the Saints in heav'nly harmony. 

As to the trunk the haltow'd Chariot roH'd. 
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XL 
Then he, whofe fltill renew'd, by Heav'n's behefi. 
The {ailing Race, by deadly Plagues opprefs'd. 

Led on the team, and fix'd the radiant Pole, 
To the large Trunk, with art celeftial bound 
To the paternal Stem, where firft it found 

Its birth ere fever'd from the m^ty bole. 

xn. 

At when with kindEng wheels the Lord of Day 
Illumes the fleecy Star with genial ray. 

All Nature wakens from her tQqiid trance; 
While, flowly riling from the wint'ry Tomb, 
In ev'ry fwelUng bud the nafcent bloom, 

Sprin^g to Life, renews the vernal dance. 

sm. 

Ere thro' the fecond Sign his chariot fpeedt. 
Young April's tender hues adorn the meads ) 

Thus, like the bluflies of a vernal Sky, 
Where the fair Violet and fullblown Roic, 
Seem'd thdr fweet mingling colours to difclofe, 

The.wither'd Plant reviv'd, with figns of joy. 

Si. xi. 1. 6. Jit hirti — ] How this Chariot, which meaaa the 
vifible Church, drew its being from the Tree of Knowledge, feems 
rather a llnuned sUlegory ; but it meant, that the peculiar bleffiogs 
of Redemptioi] were the confequencet of the Fall) by the opnatioa 
of Him who alone can bring Good oat of EviL^TTiere is no fa- 
tisb£toTy light thrown on it by the Coounentatort which I had an 
Importunity of eonfulting. Vellutkllo iaja, it fignifiei, the 
perfcil obedience of Chrift annexed to the imperfeft obedience of 
Man. 
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XIV. 

But never could Ima^nadon lean 

The peal of heav'nly praifc, unnutch'd by Man» 

That, like a fudden Fsean, rung around 
From the deep thronging Theatre of Souls, 
Who fung their ranfom to the lift'ning Poles; 

The potent charm my flumb'ring Senfes bound. 
XV. 
Could I recal the fveet oblivious ftnun. 
That o'er the eyeballs of the watchful Swain 

A deep ecUpfe, wtth tuneful magic, drew ; 
Thett would I, with a mafter-hand, difplay 
My feelings, when the Soul's departing ray 

Sunk in a cloud of deep Cimmerian hue. 

XVL 
Let others chufe the taft, who wifli to fing. 
How, in a coming trance, the mental Spring 

Gradual refigns her recolleSive might ; 
Thro* the dark Medium loves the MuTe to run. 
To the wana precin&s of the golden Sun, 

When my recovering optics hail'd the Light. 

xvn. 

As, overwbetm'd by Light, with fwimming eyes. 
Upon that fragrant Plant, which Itill fupplies 

Angelic Food; irtiile round the heav'nly Hall, 
The never-ending Hvmeneals ring. 
The Galjuams gaz'd, till fiom their King 

That Vdce they heard that rends the funeral palL 

St. smi. /. i. jtit avtrniitm'ii by Light, — ] Comparifon drawn 
fiom the dTea of tbc Tnunfijnmton m the Apofllei Pbti», 
Jamii, udJoHM. MlLXlij. 
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xvni. 

As they, on wakmg, faw the heav'nly Pair, 
Like Morning's muflled glories, lofl: in air. 

And their Great Mafter, late in radiance clad, 
I jke Sol, diverted of his Robes of Light, 
Or, as the dark'ned Moon falutes the Night, 

Dimly perceiv'd, with half his Iplendours fled. 

So wonder'd I to fee the changing fcene. 
For none was left on all the fliady Green, 

But that fair Nymph that plung'd me in the Flood. 
" Where is Beatrice ?" in amaze I cry*d. 
" Seated beneath yon' Tree !" the Nymph rcply'd ; 

** Her feven Attendants range the neighb'ring wood. 

IX. 

" The reft arofe upon the wafting gale. 
Up to the Zenith on triumphant fail. 

Their great Conduftor glittering in the van: 
Sweet was the air, and folemn was die hymn 
They fung, as o'er the clouds I faw them fldm. 

While round the cope of Heav'n the concert ran." 

XXL 
Here ceas'd the Nymph, or I the reft fi>rgot. 
For now my Emprefs my attention caught ; 

Where, by the Tree, amid her veftal choir 
She fate, as Guardian of the facrcd Team : 
The feven Lamp's caft around a golden gleam. 
Scorning the Boreai, gale, or Auster's ire. 
6 
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xxn. 

•' A Forefter," flie cry'd, " you here muft ftay. 
Till the Metropolis her gates difpky ; 

You may exped the mighty Sov'tdgn foon. 
To give th* adopting Sign : But, ere you go. 
Your Care a fiiendly warning muH beftow 

On Sin's devoted Slaves beneath the Moon. 

XXIIL 
** Obferve yon* myftic Sign ;" I tum'd my eye 
Obedient to the Mandate of the Sky ; 

When, fwifter than the blaftiog bolt of Jove, 
From the difparting Clouds an Eagle came. 
And thro* the foliage ftiot like running flame, 

Rendmg thofe boughs, the Pride of all the Grove. 

XXIV. 
Then the proud Chariot, with impetuous flight 
The Bird afiul'd ; it fwerv'd beneath his might, 

like a tall Frigate by a furious florm 
Compell'd to reel ; while, on its rocking feat, 
A fly Fox clamber*d with polluted feel : 

Confuming want had pin'd his meagre form. 

A.zxiii. l.^-~an£tigUeame,'] By the fdj/; ia meant the Power 
of the RoMiN Empire ( firfl inimical, and then friendly, to the 
Church ; tonring k wti atv ^nti, aai fuppottia j it with it* in^ 
fluence.— See St. sxviii. 

St. xxit. I. J. ^Jfy /mc— ] By the Fox is meant, the various 
Hcrefiei of thefirftAge*> luppreOcdby BiATtiCB, ortrueTbco- 
lo^.— Lahsiho, &c. 
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tJnhappy boon ; though giv'n without deceit. 
Concealing from the view (as o'er the foil 
Summer her liVry fpreads with cheerful fmile) 

The fiianer'd fellies add the broken feat. 

^Viien, to ! a breathing time was fcarce allow'd. 
When, like pale Speftres^ &om the fmi'ral fhrowd, 

At ev*ry comer of that umber'd Car, 
An hideous race, with giant features, frown'd ; 
Three perch'd upon the Pole, twice two around 

With baleful accents breath'd revenge and war. 

Si. xxix. i. 5. Three perch'd iipon the Pole — j It is quite amiif- 
ing to fee tlie pains taken by the Italian Comment atorg to ex< 
plain thefe ieten heads and tgk horni, in a different fenfe from 
what they are held to typify in their original place in the Revela- 
tion!. Lahdiho and the reft make the tbh Hoaiis to ijgnify the 
Ten Cominandmenta, and seven heads the Seven Sacraments. 
Daniello fuppofes they mean the Seven EleAon of the Empire j 
and honeil VEt.i.OTELi.0, Who is fomewhat nearer to the lAark, tmi. 
ginet they fignify the tiriH deadly Sim. Landino is obliged to 
have recouKe to the Bbove-mentioDed expedieottaa he finds the Heads 
ind Homi fo attached to the Chariot, or Church, that they muft 
ftand or fall together.' But other Interpreters give thefe types a 
different meaning. Even Landing is obliged to confefS) that by 
the gig/miu Lover is meant PtiiLip le Bel of Franci j by the 
jfJultere/i, Pope Boniface the Eighth, or Cliuent the Fifth, 
whofe intr^rues nith this Monarch, and alliances formed againft bim, 
occa&oned much tnilchief to the Papal interelt. See Hift. Flor. and 
Kotes upon the twenty.eighth Canto of the iMFsaKo. See Sir 
Isaac Newton on Daniel; and Hvao, Basot, HALtFAz, tmJi 
Eet on the Prophecies. 

Vol. n. B b 
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XXX. 

Thdr fronts were doubly arm'd} Wat Amhoh's G«^ 
The deadly four, that round the Chariot Hood, 

£ach vith a foUtary horn vas feea i 
No Ihapes fo mifcreated and uncouth, 
Tet ever rais'd their heads, &om North to South, 

To Icaie the Nations with Gorgonian mien* 

XXXI. 
Firm as a rock, that fcoms the laple of Hme, 
A loofe Adult'refs, on the feat fublime, 

Allur*d the crowd with loud Circ*an look ; 
New wonders ftill the plalUc pow'r empk)y*d, ■ 
An hideous Confort, feated by her fide. 

Low bending feem'd to Love's imperbus yoke. 

xxxn. 

But, when the Lover mark'd her wand'ring eye. 
Caught by each tranlient Form that fleeted by. 

By jealous heat inflam'd, his cruel hand 
Scourg'd her without remorfe^ then, fir'd by rage» 
He drew the Chariot from its verdant ftage. 

And draggM it on in triumph o'er the land. 



END OF THE THIXTV-SECOND CANTO. 
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CANTO THU THIRTY-THIRD. 



ARGUMENT. 
^The I*o«t uriTd. under the guidance of MatiiOjI, at the River 
Edkoi, of which he it made to drink; uid concludet tht 
Canto with a geoend Defcriptioa of itt EfftfU upon hiou 



The Wood conceal'd the PIimd*rer and hit Prey ) 
But foon a foft and melancholy Lay 

Was heard, arifing from the Veflal Train t 
" God/ tie Heathen /poll tbyfacred Shrine.** 
While die pale afpe£t of the Maid divine. 

With fudden change befpoke her inward pain* 

Kot deeper woe the Virgin's look confeTs'da 
When the torn limbs the ftniggling Soul releas'd} 

Convuls'd, and trembling on the fatal Wood ; 
But Hope's foft colour, like the fluOi of Mom, 
Seem'd o'er her kindling .afpeA to return, 

And thus ibe anfwer'd, in triumphant mood: 

Bbs 
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III. 
** A little time will fee me pais away ; 
But ibon, returning, like the Orb of Day, 

My beams Ihall cheer your fight, celeftial Maids !" 
Then, moving to the Trent, Matilda's name 
She call'd, and him whom Thebes confign'd to hme 
With me, to join her in the facred fliades. 

IV. 

Three paces fcarce had mark'd the hallow'd Soil, 
When thus to ine, with a benignant fmile, 

Shefpoke: "Approach, my Friend! but come alone j 
Dread nought, but liden with attention deep. 
And what I fay, with due obfcrvance keep : 

Thus for your former negligence atone." — 

V. 

Nearer I came, when thus the Maid divine : 
** Why are you filent, when the Fates afGgn 

The ready means your former doubts to clear ?" 
Like one, who meets a Sage with rev'rend awe, 
And from his facred Lips expefts the Law, 

In filence long I ftood, intent to hear. 

VI. 
At length, I thus began with falt'ring breath. 
Scarce audible, *' The longing Eye of Faith 

On ' your deep counfels all its pow'r employs ; 
Afllft my faiUng ftrcngth !" " Attend," ihe cry'd;. 
*• Nor let your Heav'n-bom (acuities fubfide. 

Like one who in the arms of Mob-pheus lies.'* 
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vn. 

" That hallow'd Ark, that mouras the Dragon's ire. 
No longer boafts its heav'niy frame entire ; 

But vengeance flames, and fcoms the trivial Spell 
Employ'd by mortal Men to quench its rage : 
They whofe vile arts profan'd the facred Pledge, 

No fliield will find, its flaming fliaft to quell. 

vin. 

" That Bird, whofe moulted plumes the chariot clad, 
Shall fee a regal Hdr his i»inions fpread. 

And drive thefe hideous Spe^es far away. 
That o'er the facred wheels portentous frown ; 
And to compenfate for her old renown, 

Make her at once a Monfler and a Prey. 

IX. 
" No Pow'r of Earth or Hell, with hoflile bar. 
Can ftop the courfe of his afcending Star. 

I fee, in burning chara^ers above 
Dilplay'd, the myClic number of his Name : 
'^'on' frontlefs Woman, and the Son of Shame, 
Beneath his rage fliall mourn their lawlefs Love. 

5/.vm./.i. Ti»a BirJ, Si.c.'] Some Commcntaton explain thi* 
Prophecy by the accefliun of the Emperor Henhv tbe Serenth, 
who renewed tbe hope i of the Ghibellise FaSioD in Italy; 
wliile others imagine that ^he Poet'e Patron, Cahe Della 
ScALA, Lord of Vekona, from whom he eKpe£led a reftoration 
10 hjs Country, and the fuppreffion of the oppulite Fa^on, i$ 
meaut in thii Stanza, 

Bb3 
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X. 

*' Obfcurcj yerhzptf as Oracles of old, 
A mylUc vol my warning words infold ; 

As halloVd Themis, or the Monfter*8 ire 
That menac'd Thebes : but foon a Nymph fhall coniQ 
Whofe facred Voice fhall folve the Viftim's doom. 

Nor need the help of Famine, Sword, or Fire. 

XI. 

" Mark thou my Words, and let thy Brethren hear. 
That hurry to the Tomb in fwift career. 

Thro* that dim twilight of the flumb'ring Soul 
Which they call Life ; nor be the Plant forgot. 
By Foes twice plundered on this htzl Spot, 

Whofe daring hands have fpoil'd the lacred Bole. 

xn, 

** Celeftial Anger ftill indignant glows, 

'Gainft them who fpoil or break the waving Boughs, 

That fpring for hallow'd purpofes alone : 
The Man, who robb'd it fiiii with hand profane. 
Five thoufand years in Penitence and Pain, 

Waited the hand that could his Deeds atone. 

xni. 

^* Thy Genius flumbers, if it fails to fee. 

Why, waving o'er the clouds, that wQnd'rous Tree 

St.x.l.if — tbt Mother' I irt^ The Sfhihx, who defolated 
Thebes, becaufe its Inhabitants could npt explain her Eoigma ^ 
thii being effeficd by CBdipus, occafioDcd her death. See Sta-; 
TiusTbeb. i, a, 3. £vRir. Fhieniflic. SorH. (£dip. Tyraim, 
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A< it afcends a broader umbrage throws ; 

LOce Ei.sAs' wint'ry wave, thy thoughts congeal ; 

Or, as the blood that ftun'd paleTHisBs's Steel, 
A Stygian tint on ev'ry theme beftows. 

XIV. 
" Elfe had your Soul enjoy'd, mth deeper gull. 
The Truth, and feen how glorious, good, and juft. 

The Pow'r, tlat guards the interdiaed Tree ; 
And tho' your Mind be wrapt in Styoian fiime. 
That HeavVs bleft beam can fcarce pervade the gloom. 

Truth's powerful hand the Captive foon Audi free. 

XV. 
** No Blgrim from the brink of Jordan's flood) 
That homeward brings the palm-encircled wood, 

Shall bear fuch reliques of the Holy Land, 
As you, when to the nether World you go." 
« I feel," I cry'd, « I feel the Piftures glow 

Trac'd by the mag^ of thy mighty hand» 

XVI. 

" But, ah ! your myftic meaning foars fo high 
Above my labouring Mind's benighted Eye, 

That half is loll, while I the reft attend. 
So thick and finft the coming glories faU, 
No mortal Mmd can recognize them all. 

Nor the whole fcbetne of wonders comprehend.". 

xvn. 

•* That ftyle I chofe for you, Heav'n-favour'd Man, 
That you the difference of thefe Truths may fcan, 

fib 4 From 
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From thofe vain Qiadowt which the world below 
For SUBSTANCE hold. But, far as Heav'n's career 
Exceeds in fwiftnefe this fublunar Sphere, 

My heav'aly truths their idle dreams out-go.** 

ivra. 

** I cannot tax my mem'ry," I reply'd, 

*• When from thy facred Love I tum*d afide i 

No deep remorfe recals the mental wound." 
*• You drank of Lethe's ftream," the Virgin faid i 
**-The hidden flame is by the fmoke betray'd j 

In your oblivion, your defed is found, 

XIX. 
*' But now the Truth, conceal'd beneath a Cloud, 
To your dim eyes its fplendour fhall unfhrowd, 

And to your rude perception condefcend." 
Now, on the point of Prime, the Orb of light 
Survey'd the nether World, intenfely bright ; 

But Qower feem'd his radiant cpurfe to head, 

XX. 

As couriers, fent before a mighty Hoft, 
Stop fuddenly, by feme adventure croft. 

Thus, all at once, the Veftals in the Van 
Stood ftill beneath a Ihade, whofe folemn brow 
Spread its dark umbrage o'er the fhade below ; 

Like thofe tall woods that Alpine breezes fan. 

XXI. 

Two Rivers parted thence, vnth even flow ; 
They feem'd like two reluftant Friends that go, 

Sever'd 
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Bever'd by rigid Fate, a diTrent way. 
•* O Light and Glory of our mortal Race! 
What flopds are diefe that lead their hquid Maze, 

from one deep fource, and yet fo widely ftray ?" 

xxn. 

** Be that Matilda's taflc," the Maid reply'd, 
JJks one that Teems to fling the blame afide, 

** Unjuftly fix'd. Matilda foon rejoin'd : 
f* Both this and ocber things fo clear I taught. 
That Lethe icaree the graven ftamp could blot, 

Jf fomc ftrange Spell had not bewitch'dhis Mind.** 

zxni. 

Her Friend reply'd : " Some more important care 
Has from his fancy fwept that Image ^r. 

And bis Mind's eye fclips'd with fudden night : 
But EuNOE wanders near, your vi£Um lead 
7o her bleft waters o'er the floVry mead, 

^d let him try the final cleanfmg rite," 

XXIV. 

** The Lamp of better Life, by holy dew 
Pefprent, its former Luftre ftiall renew : 

Now faintly glimm'ring in bis languid breaA, 
like one that o(ily wuts to team the will 
Of his fuperior, to the heaVnly Rill 

Matilda brought me, at my liOve's requeft." 

Si. xxiii. /, 4, But EuNOE ivandert — 3 ^ ^o^ '^ ^^ ^<"^ '*^ 
fbtCaato. 
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XXV. 
As o'er the foft Lawn, to the water'd Shore, 
The hallowM Maid her mortal burden bore» 

With looks of innate dignity flie cry'd 
To Statius, "Follow to the facred Spring!"— - 
But now the Mufe muft drop her weary ynogt 

For longer pow'r to mount is now deny*d.— . 

XIVI. 
If breath and vigottr, by indu^ent HeaT^n, 
To fing this bev'rage of the Gods were giv'n. 

What holy rapture would ezak my Song ! 
To tell the tmexhaufted fweets that flow 
From that bleft Fountain o'er the Vale below. 

And warm, with new defire, the vodve Throng I 

XX vn. 

But now the Mufe haa run her fatal rotmd. 
And mark'd her Circle to the sbcono Bound j 

This only, and no more, remains to fing: 
From that pure fount, with renovated pow^ 
J rofe, prepar'd to leave that happy Shore, 

And mount among the Stan, on ardent mng. 



IND OP THE PURGATORia. 
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S^ CoMTAima wbat the Poet txjt of hi* bathing in Lsthi, 
imd drinking of the River Eunoe, and confidering bis bias to 
the myfticifm of the Times, there feenis to me very little doubt 
that by this btter fpecies of Lnftration he meant the attainment of 
the pure Love of Qod, after having been liberated fiom earthlf 
propeniities and their defilement by a Lethean ablution. But a) 
he makes both the Riven fepante from the fame fountain, we may 
fuppofe that he reprefents both the Stages of Moral Improvement, aa 
cbfely conneded as Caufe and EffeA, That our Port believed 
human Nature could be raifed to fuch a Itate of perfedion even in 
this Worid, our Author firmly believed. Our own knowledge o£ 
early EccIefialUcal Miftory, and even our improved knowledge cf 
human Nature, leaves ut little room to doubt of its reality. He 
could have accounted for fcveral ii&t, and fupported feveral of hit 
cpintons, otherwife than he has done, if he bad been acquainted 
with fome later fyftems of pneumatology, or even with the Gkbek 
Philofophers, The Do£tnnc of the Afibciation of Ideas, to which 
Locke firft gaye a certain degree of celebrity, and Hastley inn* 
proved, affords a conCderable illuftration to this allegorical de- 
fcription of Dahte, which has fo much the air of a Vifion in the 
flyle of our modem Myftics; who, joining the pure love of God* 
with what they call self-ahhikilation, and not fupporting their 
afTertions with fblid proofs, have given the whole a chimerical 
appearance. But when we compare what the Poet has £ud of 
SELF-LOVE, in the 17th and iSth Canto, and of Avakicb 
and its means of Purgation, in the 19th and 30th, we fliall be 
9ble, by the aMance of the dodrine of AObciation, to fliow 
bow the pure love of God can be fonned in the Mind, not by 
fanatical infufions, hut by a rational progrcTs. 

All our inclinations and' exertions begin with Sdf-regard, almoft 
as foon as we are confcious of our identity. When we can once per- 
ceive the difference between pleafing and unplcafing imprellions, wc 
long for the return of the former, and dread the recuirence of the lat- 
ter. While thefeideas are confinedtoSenfe alone,they create whatmay 
be called a fenfual Self-intereft : when, in like manner, we become ac- 
auaiuted with highfr aa^ nobler plcafures, wc dcfire a repetition of 

thefe 
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thefe plea fu res j thit conftitutei a more refined Self-interell; wb'ch, 
bj^a fort of Lethean procefs, if properly cultivated till it fonn» 
■■. habit) obliteratts gradually our txfte for thofe leE) refined enjoy- 
racnti, or makes us relilh them io an inferior degree. Evta of this 
■tfined enjoyment it is allowed that Self is the medioni, orat leaftthe 
pnvury motive ; but if an objcfl occur, which pleifei of itfelf, oc 
feritiown fake, the defire ariling from thence is difinterelledi i.e. 
wlken it is not the laeant of pli^afure, but when its poflelSon mleae 
a. Kt iminediatc fatisfafUon to us, without procuring any gratifica- 
ttoo) cither fenfual or rational. Of this kind is the lote of money, 
vkicb a Mifer long coUcCIb as the means of procuring Tarioui 
gratifications ; but by degrees his relifb for thefe enjoyments be- 
comes biiguid, while his attachment to the meatu of procuring 
them grows more intenfe, till his palCon for his idol becomes quite 
diJSnurt/tiili i. t. he loves money for its own lake, without a view 
to a»y poffible gratification it can obtain for bin). The fame may be 
«b(ervcd of the attachment of a Mother to her Child, which Ihc 
firft loves merely by inlliii A, and aa a part of herfelf, as we may fay ; 
but foon, by a continuation of tender offices and eiKlearing fympa- 
tbies, arrives at fuch a pilch of diCntereAed aSedion, that Qie 
would not fcruple to hazard even her life for the objed of her Love. 
This o" 'ho doflrine of aflbeiation, is eaCly accounted for. 
Defire is aflbciated firit with an objeft by means of fome pleafure or 
felf.&tisfaftion that it procures. The objefl remaining the lame, 
affords us variety of pleafures. Thus the defire comes to be united 
with the objed in fuch a manner, that, after repeated aJociatbnG, 
the intervention of the idea of pleafure that made the objeft de- 
firable, becomes (as in the cafe of the Mifer) lefs and lefs neceflary 
*to produce the defire, in time fuperBuous, and finally unheeded; 
(a that in many cafes it is no longer perceived, or fuppofcd to be 
the medium that conncfls the defire with the objefl. Thus, when 
the fdf-intercfted man firil thinks of any gratification, the idea 
of money always accompanies it as the means of falisfying his de- 
iiKS. Thofe dtfires are various, but the idea of money uniform. It* 
conftant recurrence gives it additional force, till habit in a manner en- 
graves it upon the mii:d. He loves it as a good, without any diftinft 
view of the advantages it may procure him, and it bccomei the pre* 
dominant objed of his affeftion. Sec Canto xx. 

Tbii 
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TtAt wOl give a clear conception in whidi way felf-interefled ^ 
(ire may become diCnteretted. When ooe idea comprises Cevenl 
tftkert in itCelfi always accompanies them, and is frequently aJro- 
«itted with eadi ai its caure, its fource, or efiedive meani ; tlot 
one idea gradually obfcures the others, and ultimately (o far fiip- 
prefln them, that we are no longer confcious of ibeir interrentioA, 
but immediately attend to that tingle one. Thus habits are formed, 
and the completion of wilhes, firft attended with pleafmct fcecomei 
by degrees the prime objeA, vfiea the idea of [Jeafure i« ehber 
obliterated or overlooked. 

All our defire* are originally felfilh, but may become dirmterefted. 
In this leafe they are right who affertt that all the indiuationi of 
human nature are felf-inteMfted; tx>t wlien they muntain that dot 
retrofpeft to aiLP mull always be prefent to the Mind, they cod- 
tradid all experience, and the moft accurate oUervation of the htunaa 
intellcA. Our firft delires aiife from a bodily want, and are ia> 
voluntary I the pleafurc arifing from their gratification renders them 
wluntary. When tbe AjeSt gives us frequent pleafure, we become 
food of it on its own account, (at a perfon will of an ag«d tree, 
which has given him pleafure from having often feen it drefled with 
foliage m Sprii^, and often repofcd under its fliade in SAnmer,) 
then the inclination for it again becomes fo hi habitual, <» voluo- 
tary, that it arifea without the idea of the pleafure which it hath 
procured us. This difinterefted love a Man may feel, not only 
for what is good, but for what is bad. If a Man has long ac- 
cuftamed himfelf to afibciate his pleafure and latiB&Aion with the 
mifcarriage of others, and his unhappinela with their fnccefsi 
here, in tike manner, the conne&ing link is unheeded : their ub- 
happinefs u pleafing to him, as their happinefs is painiul in ilj^f, 
and for its own lake ; and a pure hatred, and difinterefted malice, 
take root in his heart, lliis is wdU exemplified in RiCHaaoiOM'a 
James Harlowi, who might have had all hit avaricious news 
{ratified, but he Wit befides impelled to the moft violent meafures, by 
hatred to Lovilacb, which by degrees he traDsfened to his lifter. 
Thnsmurder,fitimbeingconfidered by DoMiTi AM at firft as a meant 
^ bis fafety, gradually became a necelfary amuGnnent ; and he wa» 
compcOed to emficj hii Idfvre in killing flies for want of other 
ndims. 

It 
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tt M caTy to Rpi^r thii to the pure lore of Gob, u he 
It the fountaia of all goodi and ■>, or ought to be aSo^ 
dated in our Mioda with nery perception of it ; tim it, with 
every pkafing fenfatioD. Hence it fbUowa, that the idea of 
GoDr and the ways by which hii goodnet* and bliis are revealed* 
%il] ultimately predominate over all otherii and became at hft fo 
combined with them, that Hi will become, tn the Scripture lan- 
guage) ALL in ALL. We, iodeed, allow God to be the Foontaia 
of bU Good ; but we Jt littt, property fpeaking, acknowledge hun 
fti fuch, till we admit, on the confideratioo of aD the operatiou of 
^ovidence, what be himfelf pronounced at the Creation, tiat off it 
fM>/ 1 and thia, with him whole view it not confined to a fingle point, 
but embraces all infinity, ^pliea both to the prefcnt timet and to 
ttenity. Thus, whatever God hat ordained or permitted, we muff 
•cknowledge to be good ; what fcema evil, would ceaie to appear 
£> if our viewa were enlarged, and itt connexion* and tSe&a hid 
open to our eye*. Thit unezpeded light would petfcAly tiaiv 
qmlizc the foul. Every doubt in our Mindk would be fblved in a 
manner worthy of the goodndt and wifdom of the Creator. We 
would then fee vity we were fufiered to continne in perplexity 
fb long ; and thit view, and the convi&ion of the univeiiaSty of 
God's influence and hit goodneft, would not only promote the pure 
tove of God, but occafion fomethirg analo^oui to what the 
Myftict can tELr.AHHiHiLaTioH. But this latter idea, in their 
leiife, hat rather a pcraiciout tendency, at they often anbdate it 
with the moft rigorom notion of abfolute picde&inatioB. But, 
without going fuch lengths, could we bring oucfelvet to concave 
and think of nothing good but in connexion with Goo, and 
affociated with the idea of him ; were we to conceive of every 
thing prefented to our Mindi u hii Work, and a« an inftancc and 
manifeftation of hie goodneft ; though hit methoda would often 
appear obfcure, it feemt an unavoidable confequcnce, that the 
idea of Goo, and the proofi of hit goodnefa, troold, if not fup^ 
preTt and exclude, at Icaft ambiiu with every other idea. ThoCe 
emanations of bounty are various, but the fource always remaina 
- the fame, and his idea becomct aflbciated with every thing that is 
good, heautiful, or excellent : hence the conneding chain of idea» 
it overlookedj and God becomes immediatelypleafing tout; "dif" 

playing 
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pbyiog ItintE^to lu in a beauty," to ufe the hnguage of (oihe of 
the Myllici, " that unttet in itfetf the fplendour of all the Tariont 
{[oodi and pleafnm for whicli we are indebted to him. Thus he 
twcomet the imKodtate objed of our ^Kfa^on, lorct and joy." 

Indeed it xppean probaUe, thati if from the known hw> ot 
afledatioD, this i« the cafe with the Mifer and hii money ; muil 
BOt thii grand idea, recurring with every enjoyment, andabfoTbiag 
«*ery cicceUence, become by degrees fo intimately united with aO 
the pleaiure* of tbe Mind, a> to model all its powers and faculties I 

Whether this be the meaning of St. Paul's exprefCon, i Cori 
XV. 28» that *■ OoD fhall be all in all," may be a matter of fonie ann 
' biguity i Thia, at leaAt feems rtident that the fubjedk>n men* 
tioned there doet aot appear to be any thing compuUbry oxer uo' 
amended hearts ; a fut^eOioiii in v^ich the pover, not the gooil.' 
oeb, of the Sovereign would be difplayed. Such a dominion 
would be contnididoty to the nature of the kingdom of Chrift f 
who, M he hinfelf declare*, reigns through Truth over the hearti 
of williag fufaje£tt. All Men are fubje£t to his povKr ; and cer^ 
tainly fomethiag more mufi be meant than that Jefus would bring 
bis former caenues muEv in that fenfe. This, in itfelf, would neveC 
render them worthy to be pat under the immediate dominion of 
OoD} but, compared with Phil. ii. 9 — li, the meaning of Goo's 
iawg affmaU is, that he will blefs, by his influence, aS that Jefua 
Chrift has rendered worthy of being put under his demimon ; he 
will be their fupreme aad only good, their M. 

It is to be feared that, in this life, the number of thofe who 
follow thia refined fdf-intereft, and gain a pure reliOi for the plea- 
forea of fympathy, theopathy, and the moral fenfe, i* compa- 
ratively bnall ; yet to give up a grofi felf-intereft to a mere noble 
and refined one, we fhoidd imagine a lacrifice not (b very difficult 
to rational beings ; efpecialiy when we conlider that godlinela hat 
the promife, not only of the life to come, but of iMj life *. Ib 
this world our kive to God cannot wholly call out fear, which muft 
always aflbciate itfelf with our ideaa of him, from « fenfe of our 
own weaknefs and wants. From this, however, we fhall be abla 
to liberate ouifelves more and more, by employing the means ap- 
pointed by leligion ; tbe chief of thefe wprajer, by which a lively 

« Set Bvraw'i SMmoo on thii bibjeft 
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Ue« of Hit tDfifible God it kept prefent, and frequently maBol 
to our Miadt ; and wc are led to ■ fretjucDt contcmplatioii of hi* 
Vtxjt, hi« Word) and hia Work*. H«tce we acqoire a diii>ofi-' 
tion to perceive God in all tluDgi, and to fee and feel hw kind 
and benevc^ent he it ott every occafion, and take pleaforc in lerin^ 
notal good, and hating moral evili for hit laket 

Indeed) to attenipt what the Mjrftict undctftand by feU'-anoihik' 
tiont and to endeavour after fnch a pure love of God at exclndea 
all felf-intereft^ even that re&ied and rational kind mentttned 
abovet might lead to rel^[iout btmj, or the meft daageioDt fiuui* 

An approximation, however, to the pure love of God, it air 
approximation to the higheft perfe&ion and happineli of rational* 
beingi : to thit point, thpf that * faUom nature nmft ever approadt 
in a variety of gradationt ; to thi« they tend, at the proper objed oC 
l^eir a^ve powen. At we aim at this objc^ and in proportioD 
a* we approach it, we ftrive after the proper perfeAion of oor Na- 
ture I and the nearerwe are to it, tlte greater it our peife&an. Wo 
love the Father ofLight, in whom tbov it no vieiffitnde of light and 
darknefi. His good is unbounded, and hit happineft i* uncreated » 
thus the good we expeA in him is not, like aM other things, defec- 
tive, iofufficient, or limited ; but ever new, uncreated and uocloyiog,' 
fiu- he it tcfinite. We (hew our love to htm by loving his creatures* 
the chief of which, here, it Man ; and thus, aooording to the Poet'S' 
idea, the watert of Euhoe bring with them a tafte for unfadin{^ 
pleafuret, of whidt they give a molt refrefhing anticipation, in- 
flcad of thofe faint and tranfitory images, and empty, thoi^b 
bfcinating, illufioni^ which had been fwept away in the ablutiona 

of LiTUE. 

* See Preliroinuy EB*f , S«A. t. 
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